
Kert & Karen Sabbath
Susanne Santangelo
Jim Vlock & Gail Brekke
Nancy Elizabeth Wallace 
 & Peter Banks
Wallingford Public Schools Staff

Friends ($249 & under) 
Victor & Marjorie Adler
Robert Alvine
Deborah Anderson
Chip & Barbara Angle
Peter Aronson & Marie Landry
Randall & Shelly Backus
Harold & Barbara Barringham
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Nobel ($25,000 & up)
David and Susannah Bailin*
Kevin & Roxanne Coady*
Jeff Gruskay & Donna 
 Lechner-Gruskay*
Michael Vlock & Karen Pritzker

Pulitzer ($10,000 - $24,000)
Alan & Linda Landis*

Caldecott ($3,000 - $9,999)
Anonymous
Robert & Beverly Bartner*
Sharon Davis*
Gerald Kahn & Barbara Stark*
Jonathan & Susan Katz
Patrick & Stacy Ruwe*
Jef & Kate Wolter

Newbery ($1,000 - $2,999) 
Anonymous 
William & Jennifer Aniskovich*
Walter & Diane Ariker*
Chris & Katie Balestracci*
Ellen Bell
President George H.W. Bush
Richard & Jean Caron*
Ed & Chris Dowling
Wes & Sarah Eder*
Charley Ellis & Linda Lorimer
William & Jean Graustein
Alva Greenberg
Anthony & Karen Izzo
David & Lisa Maass*
Paul Michaelson & Janet   
 Weiswasser Michaelson*

Daniel & Sharon Milikowsky
Gerald Rosenberg & 
 Cheryl Wiesenfeld
Joel & Tina Silidker*
Jeffrey & Robyn Teplitzky*
H. Alex Vance, Jr.
James & Penny Welbourne*
Peter & Pamela Werth
William & Shelly Blunt White

Nutmeg ($500 - $999) 
Bruce & Terri Alpert
John & Margaret Brewer
Robert Buckholz & Anne Fontaine
Jack & Helen Davis
David & Joanne Goldblum
Maryanne Hall
Coolbrith Lastra Fund
William & Kate Lee
Dennis Unites & Mary Kay Long
Randy & Tanya Wingate

Page Turner ($250 - $499) 
Anonymous
Rick & Nancy Antle
Robert & Barbara Ballard
George Brencher & Bonnie Patten
William & Corinna Clendenen
Alex Dorato & Kathleen 
 Brown-Dorato
Jill Eder
Julie Flagg
Stanley Greenberg & Rosa DeLauro
Henry Harrison & Ruth Lambert
Robert & Carla Horwitz
David & Amy Jaffe

Stuart & Myra Low
Donald Margulies & Lynn Street
Thanasis & Diane Molokotos
Francis & Sally Morrison
Jayne Mossberg

Michael Barrios & Lisa Silberstein
William & Donna Batsford
John & Carol Becker
Tom Beggins & Anne Hartford
Rita Berkson
Lawrence & Deborah Berliner
Don Blevins & Bridget Baird
Big Y Employees
Betty Lou Blumberg
Barbara Bowser
Edward & Lynne Bradstreet
Myron & Sandra Brand
S. Gregory Briggs
William & Vivian Briggs
Nathaniel & Joanne Bronson
Louise Brundage
Marilyn Buel
Jonathan & Josephine Bush
Pamela Caehill
Judge Guido & Anne Calabresi
Christopher & Penny Canny
John & Kimberly Cardone
Andrew & Lilian Castle
Leonard & Natalie Cheerman
Thomas & Barbara Claypool
Sue Cohen
Gordon & Marjorie Cohen
Gregory Colodner & Lisa Stanger
Josephine Consiglio
Josh & Alix Copel
Michelle Cotugno
John & Betse Courtmanche
William & Dorothy Cox
Patricia Crowley
Dr. & Mrs. Seth Dodds
Ellen Downes

Thank  You  t o  Ou r  Dono r s  f o r  I nve s t i ng  i n  t he  Fu tu r e

We gratefully acknowledge all who have made contributions to Read to Grow from July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2009. 
Your support makes it possible for us to expand our reach and to make a difference in the thousands of lives we touch  
each year. We count on you, just as the families and communities we serve count on us.

* denotes multi-year pledge

BOOK DRIVES BRING IN 
54,000 BOOKS

Every book donated to Read to 
Grow makes a difference in a child’s 
life. In FY 2009, book drive support 
came from the widest geographic 
area in our history. 

We thank all who ran book 
drives, and all who 
donated books as well. 
A special thanks to the 
following for collecting more 
than 500 books:

Albertus Magnus College
Alma E. Pagels School, West Haven
Andover Elementary School
Betsy Ross Arts Magnet School, 
 New Haven
Borders Books, Southbury
Boy Scout Troop 38, Westbrook

Brownie Troop 66232, Kensington
Chester Elementary School
Fraser-Woods School, Newtown 
Gateway Community College
Girl Scout Troop 62879, Clinton
Fairfield College Preparatory School
First Church of Christ, Old Saybrook
Girl Scout Troup 50367, Ridgefield
Guilford Lakes School
Hillary Saxton & Liz Minikowski,   
 Colchester
Immaculate Heart of Mary,
 Harwinton
Independent Day School, Middlefield



Diane Lewis
Alvin Lucier & Wendy Stokes
Jeffrey Lustman & Diane Saslow
James & Betty Matranga
Tom & Jamie McCauley
Marc and Tanya Michaelson
Richard Mikulak & 
 Joanne Donovan
Jenny Minton Quigley
Alden & Jaimie Murphy
Frederick and Pauline Murphy
Linda Nelson
New Fairfield Middle School Staff
Michael & Andrea Nygren
George O’Hara
Steven & Reba Orszag
Donna Palmieri
Nancy Paradis
Julia Parker
Emily Peel
Carleton & Anne Pember
Duane & Marsha Perry
Anne Bingham Pierson
Alan Plattus & Nancy Berliner

Mark Dubois & Leslie Starr
George & Patricia Dummar
Myron & Carol Dworken
Jay Dworkin & Heidi Gold
Wendy Eaton
John & Elizabeth Edelglass
Matthew Ellman & 
 Laurie Ruderfer
Lane English
Eppler-Epstein Family
William & Katie Ewen
Don Falk
Diane Farrell
Donald Filer & Alisa Masterson
Foote School 3rd grade class 2008
Geraldine Foster
Francis Walsh Intermediate School 
William & Deborah Friedman
Barbara Gibson
Susan Glantz
Joseph & Cynthia Goldberg
Betty Goodwin
David & Cynthia Greenblatt
Frank & Bette Gruskay
Robert Gworek
Hammerskold Social Committee
Robert & Carol Harlan
Lawrence & Roberta Harris
Jeff Hartmann
Gabe & Jennie Hathorn
Peter & Maureen Herbert
Hayley Herrington
Cathryn Holinger
Hopkins School Read to 
 Grow Club
Elizabeth Horn
Jean Hunnicutt
Myra Josephson
Wilbur & Tess Kalmbach
Marlies Kamin
David Kaminsky & Rochelle 
 Schreibman
William Kaplan & Lise Dondy
William & Paulette Kaufman
Frank & Julie Keating
Susan Kennedy

Jon Knisley & Mary Hu
Nancy Knowlton
Michele Kravath
Richard & Kimberly LaManna
Susan Lamar
Catherine LaMarr
Peter & Ruth Lanzer
Gary & Nancy Leonard
Mrs. Ruth Lesser
Vincent Leto & Janice Muirhead

Rachel Radin
Cecile Reid
Wayne Renton & Deborah Kelly
M. Ricciardelli
Warren & Ann Richards
Harvey & Diane Ruben
Sandra Ruoff
Jeanne Russ
Mark & Kelly Ryan
Joel Sable
Mary Sanders
Susan Santamauro
Gary & Lauren Santos
Beverly Santucci
Pamela Savenelli
Allison Scampolino
Paula Schiller
Roger & Cathrine Schwartz
James & Barbara Segaloff
John & Cathy Seibyl
Jim & Cis Serling
Susan Shapiro
Joseph & Marjorie Shapiro
Marcia Shea
Robert & Leslie Sherwin
Donald & Jean Showalter
Robert Shulman & 
 Stephanie Spangler
Steven Shurkus

James & Joanne Staten
Archie & Barbara Stone
Diane & Barry Svigals
Glenn & Janet Swenson
Natalie Tenney
Thomas Edison Middle School Staff
Nancy Thompson
Paul & Agnes Tokarski
Karen Tomasko
Michael & Susan Tucker
Charles & Marcia Turner
Barry & Hyla Vine
Kimberly Virgo
Mary Waddell
Alexine Wallace
Scott & Dawn Walsh
David & Jan Walzer
David & Melanie Ward
Timothy & Suzanne Waters
Donald & Beverly Waters
Marian Wexler
Kathleen White
Judith Brooks Wiley
Richard & Marcia Witten
Steven Wolfson & Elsa Stone
Joseph & Myra Zelson
Michael Zirkel & Erin Regnier
Jon Zonderman & Laurel Shader

Corporations, Foundations, 
    Small Businesses &   
 Organizations
Alcoa Foundation
Alva Greenberg Fund
Auxiliary of Lawrence & 
 Memorial Hospital 
Bodenwein Public Benevolent   
 Foundation
Branford Woman’s Club
Children of Bristol, Connecticut
Chartered Property Casualty, 
 Good Works Committee
Chester Kitchings Family   
 Foundation
Citizens Bank Foundation
The Community Foundation for  
 Greater New Haven

Howard Sommer & 
 Linda Waldman
Clayton Spencer
Pam Stanton
State Employees Campaign

Pilgrim Furniture City
R.J. Julia Booksellers, Madison
Red Barn Children’s Center, Clinton
Saint George Church, Guilford
Tori Wunder, Milford
Totoket Valley School, Northford
United Methodist Church, Milford
Melanie Ward & Karen Seligson,  
 Madison
Yale-New Haven Hospital
Yalesville Elementary School

James Blackstone Memorial Library
Jared Eliot Middle School, Clinton
Junior Board of the Friends of 
 Yale-New Haven 
 Children’s Hospital
Karen Link, Terryville
Kathleen H. Ryerson Elementary
 School, Madison
Kiwanis Club of Fairfield
Mary R. Tisko School, Branford
Memorial Middle School, 
 East Hampton
Orange Avenue School, Milford
Our Lady of Mercy, Madison
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TEENS COLLECT THOUSANDS 
OF BOOKS

Four recent book drives run by 
teens have yielded more than 5,500 
books for Read to Grow.      
 Many thanks to Callia Ricozzi of 
Branford, Brooke Mackno and Jamie
Palazzo of Fairfield, Sam Mahler of 
Fairfield, and Emily Jerris of Sandy
Hook for leading these efforts and 
for helping Read to Grow provide 
books to children.
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Committee of The Connecticut  
 Presidential Inaugural Ball for  
 the People
Curran Foundation
Dominion Nuclear Connecticut
Elizabeth Carse Foundation
Ensworth Charitable 
 Foundation
Ernest & Joan Trefz Foundation
Frank Loomis Palmer Fund
Frederick A. DeLuca Foundation
George A. & Grace L. Long 
 Foundation
Hartford Hospital & Hartford  
 Hospital Auxiliary
Helen I. Graham Charitable   
 Foundation
J. Walton Bissell Foundation
Katherine W. Davis Foundation
Kiwanis Club of West Hartford
Lenny & Joe’s Fish Tale 
 Restaurant
Lyman B. Brainerd Jr. 
 Family Foundation
Maximilian E. & Marion O.   
 Hoffman Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. William Foulds 
 Family Foundation
New Alliance Bank Foundation
Pita Communications LLC
Pitney Bowes Literacy & 
 Education Fund
Rapid Response Mortgage 
 Services, LLC
Robert & Margaret Patricelli 
 Family Foundation
St. Francis Hospital Foundation
Seedlings Foundation 
Seymour Lustman Memorial   
 Fund
Shoreline Community 
 Women Inc.
Sidney & Arthur Eder   
 Foundation 
Target
Teplitzky & Company, P.C.
Town & County Club, Inc.

United Way of Coastal Fairfield 
 County
Verizon Foundation
Waterford Group Charitable   
 Foundation
West Haven Junior Woman’s Club
Whiffenpoofs of Yale 

Government Agency
Children’s Trust Fund, 
 an agency of  the State 
 of Connecticut

Matching Gifts
Aetna Foundation
GE Foundation

In-Kind Donations
Tricia Bohan Photography
Myers Flower Shop
Updike, Kelly & Spellacy, PC

In Honor of
Susan B. Aller 
 Debra Pasquale
Alexandra Bailin 
 Susan Paton
Susannah Bailin 
 Maurice & Joanie Reznik
Robin Baker 
 Mary Ellen Bushnell
Board of Chancellors & Steering  
Committee of the American   
College of Radiology 
 James & Holly Brink
Louis & Karen Briskman 
 Sheldon & Joanne Kahan
Tricia Capozziello 
 Jeffrey & Heather Youngquist
Chapel Construction 
 Arthur Ratner
Good Friends & Customers of 
Chapel Construction 
 Chapel Construction of 
 New Haven

Roxanne Coady 
 Carol Giardi
 NewAlliance Bank 
 Karen Pritzker & Michael Vlock
Gretchen Deans 
 Emilie Deans
Deer Run Elementary School Staff
 William & Paula Grimm
Marge Dolan & Renee Just 
 Bruce & Terri Alpert
Mr. & Mrs. George Feldman
 Ruth Feldman
Carol Galinsky 
 Karen Lesh
Carole Garling, Janina Mika & 
Svetlana Mika 
 Audra Mika
Brandon Ginsberg 
 Barry & Adrienne Gray
Seri & John Goede to celebrate the 
birth of their daughter Sylvie
 Robert & Robin Charney 
Robin Goeler, Peter Strauss & 
Michele Raynor 
 Ben & Robin Baker
Family of Maryanne Hall 
 Maryanne Hall
Eric Horowitz 
 Richard Sussman & 
 Nina Horowitz
Donna Lechner-Gruskay 
 Jordan & Lindsay Gruskay
 Daniel & Mary Hoffman
Betsy & Lisa Brand Levine 
 Doris Zudekoff
Christine Mennone 
 First Grade Class of 
 Guilford Lakes School
Ed and Anita Mips 
 Paul & Lois Goodin
Karen Pritzker 
 Albert & Audrey Ratner
Brenda Pfeiffer 
 Hannah Lintner Hickey
Audrey Ratner 
 Jim Vlock & Gail Brekke

Phyllis Z. Seton 
 Diana Wakerley
Walter & Penny Simmers 
 Paul & Lois Goodin
Martin Sklaire 
 Paul & Eileen Coppola
Janis Stone 
 Louis & Susan Stone
Susan Ungar 
 Irwin & Deborah Kabacoff
Sarah Wolfensohn & Neil Mayle to 
celebrate the birth of their twins
 Robert & Robin Charney
Justine Wolgemuth; Kelly LaCombe; 
Sue Manion, June Roberts, Martina 
Cravedi & Maria Sembrakis; Megan 
Anderson, Pauline Jennings, Evelin 
Miranda, Sandi Yepez; Liz Cogrove, 
Jocelyn Bruton & Traci Romeo 
 Gary & Lauren Santos

In Memory of
Bob Bell 
 Ellen Bell
Lewis F. Brown 
 Jen Brown
A. Muriel Carangelo 
 David & Marie Stone
Lillian Gittings 
 Pamela Berube
Joan Katz 
 Sharon Sax

If we have inadvertently omitted a 
name, printed a name incorrectly, 
or categorized anyone incorrectly, 
please accept our apologies. 
Please call us at 203.488.6800  
to advise us of any error so that we 
may correct our records.

GUIDING OUR WORK: 
OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Read to Grow is governed by an 
active, dedicated Board of Directors, 
whose expertise in a wide range of 
key areas guides our organization. 

Board members come from the  
fields of business and finance,  
early childhood education, health,  
nonprofit fundraising and  
development, and law.    

Roxanne Coady, Chair
Jennifer Aniskovich, Vice Chair
John F. Wolter, Secretary
Stacy Ruwe, Treasurer
Susannah Bailin
Mary Kay Curtiss
Sharon Davis
Carla Horwitz
Susan Katz
Donna Lechner-Gruskay
Lisa Maass
Karen Pritzker, Board Emeritus
Janet Weiswasser Michaelson
James Welbourne

Our board is passionate about  
promoting early literacy and  
committed to giving all children  
a good start in life.



Treasurer’s Note
The fiscal year ending June 30, 2009,
was a challenging one for Read to 
Grow, reflecting the overall fiscal 
climate. Foundation and corporate 
grant income was lower than the prior 
year, and the value of books donated 
declined due to fewer new books 
from publishers.  

Our events income was reduced  
as well, due to the lack of a second 
fundraising luncheon.  

Despite these constraints, and because 
of sound financial management, our 
capacity to provide services was not 
significantly affected.   

Read to Grow received an 
unqualified or clean audit opinion 
from our external auditors, Murphy, 
Sloman and Company.  

Stacy Ruwe, Treasurer  

Special Events
State Funding

Hospital Program 
Service Fees

Donated Books 
& Services

Foundations & 
Corporate Grants

Individuals

INCOME

Interest

EXPENSES

Development & Fundraising 9%

Program Services 85%

Management & General 6%

READ TO GROW STAFF

Susanne Santangelo, 
 Executive Director
Robin Baker, Office Manager 
Gary Gavigan, Driver
Cindy Gerstl, Communications   
 Coordinator
Myra Healy, Project Coordinator,   
 Books for Kids Early 
 Literacy Initiative
Kim S. LaManna, Office Clerk  
Christine Mace, Hartford Area   
 Coordinator, Books for Babies

OUR MISSION

To improve early literacy for all 
Connecticut children by providing 
books, by helping families share 
books with their babies starting at 
birth, by encouraging language 
development, and by promoting an 
awareness of literacy services.
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Priscilla Russo, Hospital Coordinator,  
 Books for Babies
Diantha Schull, Development   
 Director
Tina Silidker, Development Associate
Erin Spaulding, Onsite Coordinator,  
 Books for Babies at Yale-New   
 Haven Hospital
Linda Sylvester, Books for Kids   
 Coordinator




