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 The Great Constant
A message from Read to Grow Executive Director Suzannah Holsenbeck

Each morning in the rush of packing 
school lunches, getting the puppy out, 
making sure my three-year-old wears 

socks and my five-year-old has a mask that 
fits him before the school bus comes, there’s 
a moment where I take a deep breath and 
remind myself how lucky we are to find 
ourselves in this busy-ness. The realities 
of an ongoing pandemic face us daily: the 
news of a friend’s parent being hospitalized, 
sometimes the bus doesn’t come because 
there aren’t enough bus drivers, the line at the 
food pantry near our home is always long, one 
child is home for the week because there was 
a positive COVID case in his classroom. The 
pandemic isn’t over, yet we are building new 
routines and finding new ways to respond to 
all the uncertainty. At home and at work, the 
greatest constant is change. 

At Read to Grow, the greatest constant 
is books. We receive and distribute a ton 
of books, nearly 130,000 annually. And 
continue to find ways to do so despite the 
constant upheavals of systems and policies 
and schedules. Our book Hello Sometimes and 

the bilingual Spanish-English version, A Veces 
Hola, written by Amy Vatner and illustrated 
by Gabriella Svenningsen and created 
specifically in response to this very moment in 
history, has reached over 15,000 children and 
counting (see pictures on page 3). Our Early 
Steps to School Success program, originally 
launched in New Haven in 2019, has expanded 
to Bridgeport, serving close to 100 families 
with home visiting and home library services 
during this critical time. Our Books for Kids 
coordinators are working furiously to fulfill 
the over 1,000 book requests from families (up 
from an average of 250 per year) and continue 
honing our inventory to be reflective of and 
responsive to our communities and their 
needs. Our Books for Babies coordinators 
are supporting partner clinics and hospitals, 
many of whom are seeing monthly birth rates 
20–30% higher than their regular monthly 
averages. Thanks to Centreville Bank, we 
received funding to purchase and launch a 
Book Mobile (coming Spring 2022!) and we are 
excited about all the ways this new resource 
on wheels will help us reach more children 

across the state.
When I take that deep breath every 

morning, I think about the dedication our 
Read to Grow staff and volunteers show each 
and every day, I think about our generous 
donors and their steadfast belief in what we 
do, and I think about all of the children, much 
like my own, who are able to find solace in the 
Read to Grow book that is now a book they 
can call their own.

OUR MISSION: Read to Grow promotes language skills and literacy for 
children, beginning at birth, and supports parents as their babies’ first teachers.
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Early Steps to School Success Expands to Bridgeport
Read to Grow is thrilled to announce the 
expansion of our Early Steps to School Success 
(ESSS) program to Bridgeport, in partnership 
with Save The Children and Bridgeport 
Public Schools. Read to Grow has long had a 
presence in Bridgeport through the Books for 
Babies program, annually providing over 3,000 
literacy packets to newborns at Bridgeport and 
St. Vincent’s Hospitals, and hundreds of books 
and literacy support to expecting parents 
receiving care at community health clinics 
operated by Southwest and Optimus. The 
expansion of ESSS began August 2021 with 
two coordinators, themselves from Bridgeport, 
working at Bryant Elementary and Luis Muñoz 
Marin School and will serve at least 40 families, 
if not more, in this first year. Read to Grow is 
bringing ESSS to Bridgeport at a time when 
many long-time home visiting programs across 

Connecticut have had to close their doors, 
due to both the pandemic and the most recent 
round of funding decisions through the Office 

of Early Childhood. Early Steps is filling a 
need in Bridgeport and the goal is to add two 
additional coordinators over the next two years.

Bridgeport ESSS coordinator Lakenya reads to 
preschoolers on district read-aloud day.

A family from East Haven shares the joy of reading 
Hello Sometimes/A Veces Hola together. 

Our Annual Report  
and Appreciations

Please see pages 4–7 for our  
annual report and treasurer’s 

report for the 2020–21 fiscal year, 
which ended June 30, 2021.  
Also on those pages is our 

appreciation to donors and 
book‑drive organizers.
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Southwest Community Health Center and 
Read to Grow Expand Community Impact
Southwest Community Health Center, located 
in Bridgeport, proudly serves nearly 27,000 
patients, including many pregnant women and 
young children. Alarmingly, only about 25% of 
Bridgeport’s low-income children consistently 
demonstrate age-expected development 
when they enter Head Start at the age of 
three. To combat this, Southwest embraces 
the importance of early literacy as it helps 
support brain development, early language, 
and prepares children for academic success in 
school. We are honored to call Read to Grow 
a partner in this endeavor. Through Read to 
Grow’s Books for Babies—Prenatal Project, 
expectant parents build a library for their babies 
before they are even born. Read to Grow’s 
books and literacy message help to facilitate 

a conversation between our medical providers 
and patients about bonding through books and 
reading to their babies, starting from birth. 

In August, Southwest and Read to Grow 
partnered with News 12 in a back-to-school 
celebration and COVID vaccination event. 
Nearly 250 children and their families were 
in attendance and received backpacks, school 
supplies, and of course books! The highlight 
of the event was watching the faces of the 
children light up when they selected a book 
from Read to Grow. This partnership is a 
natural fit for Southwest, and we are thrilled 
to continue this crucial collaboration to 
support the children of Bridgeport.
Mollie L. Melbourne, CEO, Southwest 
Community Health Center

Books for Babies Partner Manchester Memorial Hospital 
Receives Network of Distinction Award
Since 2005, Read to Grow has partnered with 
Manchester Memorial Hospital to bring 

books, literacy materials, and community 
support to new parents. Eastern Connecticut 
Health Network’s (ECHN) Family Birthing 
Center located at Manchester Memorial 
Hospital is a shining example of a partnership 
that collaborates with the best interest of child 
and parent always at the center.

Over 22,400 copies of Read to Grow’s 
timeless book, Welcome to the World!, have 
been distributed to babies born at Manchester 
Memorial in that time, welcoming newborns 
to the world and helping parents bond with 
their babies by reading to them. Nursing staff 
generously took on the task of conveying the 
Read to Grow message during COVID and we 
just received the good news that vaccinated 

volunteers will be welcomed back on the floor 
by the end of the year. Averaging almost 1,400 
births a year, Manchester Hospital saw a surge 
in births this summer, with July recording the 
highest birth rate on record. 

This summer ECHN was recognized by 
the State of Connecticut and Signify Health 
as a Network of Distinction. One of the 
seven key procedure areas recognized was 
Maternity. As part of this network, ECHN has 
been identified as one that provides improved 
patient outcomes at a competitive fixed 
price for care from evaluation to recovery. 
Delivering high quality and affordable care 
is something to celebrate.
Laura Noe, Books for Babies Coordinator

Kimberly Forbes, Community Relations Manager 
for Manchester Hospital and Books for Babies 
Coordinator Laura Noe  Photo: Read to Grow

Senator Richard Blumenthal joins Early Steps 
coordinators Lakenya Watford and Yazmin Benitez 
and Books for Babies coordinator Laura Noe to 
give out books at an event hosted by Southwest 
Community Health Center in Bridgeport. 
Photo: Southwest Community Health Center

Read to Grow Board Welcomes Joel Cruz
Read to Grow’s board of directors is thrilled 
to welcome Joel Cruz to their membership. 
“Mr. Cruz’s complex understanding of various 
Hartford communities, paired with his 
extensive experience developing programming 
and advocating for those among us who have 
the least make him a wonderful addition to 
the Read to Grow family,” says Board Chair 
Jeff Hartmann. Mr. Cruz currently works as 
the Director of the Institute for the Hispanic 
Family and Family Strengthening Programs of 
Catholic Charities in Hartford, in addition to 
being a decorated Marine Corps veteran, father, 
and former minority leader/councilman-
elected official for the City of Hartford.
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Hello Sometimes Reaches Over 15,000 Children 
and Counting Statewide

Hello Sometimes Incorporated into Social Emotional 
Curriculum Delivered By Griffin Health in Valley Schools
Safe Kids Greater Naugatuck Valley Coalition 
at Griffin Hospital recently requested and 
received 300 copies of Hello Sometimes, for 
our children in the Ansonia and Derby public 
elementary schools. As part of our ongoing 
collaboration with the schools, we have 
developed a Social Emotional program for the 
kids that complements their Social Emotional 
district-wide program.

Last school year, we talked with children 
in grades K–6 about identifying their feelings, 
exploring ways to calm our bodies down, 
recognize in others and ourselves when we 

need to take a break and identifying an adult 
that we can talk to. We talked about the 
importance of eating healthy, exercising, and 
washing our hands and how all this plays into 
a healthy body.

This year we are so excited to be able to 
present each child with a book that is theirs 
to keep and share at home. The addition 
of Hello Sometimes to the curriculum 
really complements what the children in 
kindergarten and first grade are learning; the 
simple statements on each page are inviting a 
dialog with the children about how they feel 

about missing in person school, missing family 
and friends, having to wear masks and just in 
general feelings of what our world is going 
through. The Feelings Book by Todd Parr is also 
being introduced for the children in grades 
2–5. We are eager to provide meaningful 
avenues to help children navigate what is 
happening in our world and hopefully, help to 
give them a voice to express themselves in a 
positive way.
Cathi Kellett, BS, MA, Community Outreach 
& Parish Nurse Department, Safe Kids Greater 
Naugatuck Valley Coalition Coordinator
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As a newer member of the Read to Grow board, I 
am thrilled to step into the role of treasurer of this 
wonderful organization doing such meaningful work 
in the early literacy field. Like many organizations, 
Read to Grow continued to adjust to the realities of the 
ongoing pandemic during FY 2020–2021, pivoting the 
implementation of programs to meet the literacy needs 
of families and community partners. We distributed 
126,699 books throughout the course of the year, 
including 31,903 books through our Books for Babies 
programming, 92,744 books through our Books for Kids 
programming, and 2,052 books through our Early Steps 
to School Success programming.

During the summer of 2020, Read to Grow 
continued to distribute books at school meal 
distribution sites around the state in response to 
the pandemic and in partnership with Senator Chris 
Murphy, RJ Julia Booksellers and many generous donors.

As schools reopened to in-person learning in fall 
2020, Read to Grow dove into raising funds for the 
publication and distribution of a new board book, 
Hello Sometimes, in direct response to the COVID 
pandemic. The first printing run of 11,000 copies of 
Hello Sometimes landed in the Read to Grow warehouse 
in June 2021, and we are now deep into distributing a 
second run of 11,000 copies of the book statewide.

Read to Grow launched a new virtual event series in 
spring 2021: Popcorn & PJs: Virtual Family Storytime 
events with a dynamic array of children’s book authors 
and illustrators, including Hyewon Yum, Lizzy Rockwell 
and Abdul-Razak Zachariah. Families had the option to 
order just the link or for $30 receive a box with the book, 
a link to the event, popcorn, crayons, sketch pads and 
more shipped straight to their door. Founding supporter 
Citizens Bank stepped up to sponsor the events, Alliance 
for Community Empowerment sponsored their Head 
Start families and other generous donors sponsored 
families enrolled in the home visiting portion Early 
Steps for School Success. 

Read to Grow set a goal to raise $10,000 through 
the Great Give, an annual giving event organized by the 
Community Foundation of Greater New Haven. Thanks 
to our committed supporters, Read to Grow raised over 
$30,000 during 24 hours of giving in spring 2021.

The Roxanne J Coady Legacy Fund for Children’s 
Literacy saw a gain of $26,851.

Read to Grow applied for and received a second-
round Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan of 
$109,348 and applied for and received full forgiveness 
of the loan in October 2021.

Read to Grow received an unqualified, or clean, audit 
opinion for the 2020–2021 fiscal year from an external 
auditor, Whittlesey.

This annual report is available online at www.readtogrow.org/
about-us/annual-reports/

P U B L I C  S U P P O R T  A N D  O T H E R  R E V E N U E S

Foundations and Corporate Grants $ 346,406

Contributions 216,090

Donated Books and Services 180,078

Program Revenue 97,280

Paycheck Protection Program Loan Forgiveness 92,800

Roxanne J. Coady Fund—Investment Gain 26,851

Special Events 11,207

Other Income 6,179

Total Public Support and Other Revenues $ 976,891

F U N C T I O N A L  E X P E N S E S

Program Services—Programs $ 1,072,190

Managing Sponsor—Bridgeport Book Festival 6,267

Management and General 112,840

Development and Fundraising 83,154

Total Functional Expenses 1,274,451

Change in Net Assets $ -297,560
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We thank all our donors in the last fiscal year (July 1, 2020–June 30, 2021). The names of donors who gave “In Honor” or “In Memory” of 
someone appear in those special categories near the end of the listings. 

INDIVIDUALS
NOBEL PATRON 
($25,000 AND ABOVE)
Sirely Shaldjian

PULITZER PATRON 
($10,000–$24,999)
Kate & Bill Lee
Paula & Thomas McInerney

CALDECOTT PATRON 
($3,000–$9,999)
Lori & Scott Church
Marisa & Jeff Hartmann 

NEWBERY PATRON 
($1,000–$2,999)
Anonymous
Bouton Family Charitable Fund
Mary Beth Forshaw &  

Thomas G. Merrill Gift Fund
Elise & Neil Gabriele
Shelley & Gordon Geballe
Sallie Gouverneur
Donna Lechner-Gruskay &  

Jeff Gruskay
Diane & Penn Holsenbeck 
Nina R. Horowitz &  

Richard A. Sussman
Amy & David Jaffe
The Nancy Krant and John Oliva 

Charitable Fund
Lisa & David Maass
David Margolis
Susan & Thomas McInerney
David Newton
Bonnie Patten & George Brencher
Susan & Charles Weedon
Randy Wingate & Tanya Bilchik

NUTMEG PATRON 
($500–$999)
Terri & Bruce Alpert
Diane and Walter Ariker
Linda & William Berliner
Lisa & David Carabetta
Patricia Cinningham
Patricia & Keith Cunningham
Anne Fontaine & Robert Buckholz
Zadelle Krasow Greenblatt &  

Arthur Greenblatt
Aaron Hess
Schuyler Huntoon
Jane Lee
Eric and Ali Maass
Mary Fund at the Valley  

Community Foundation
Marsha & Ira Moses
Nancy & Tom Patton Family Fund
Catherine Pepe
Margot & Joseph Sheehan
Jean & Donald Showalter
Ellen Shuman
Hyla & Barry Vine
Diana & Charles C. Wakerley
Kent Wilson
Martha & John Wolf

PAGE TURNER 
($250–$499)
Marguerite & Mark Alpert
Augusta & Kenneth Benjamin
Timothy Bezler
Roxanne & Kevin Coady
Margaret Crotty
Eden & Howard Diamond
Dr. Monette Ferguson
Dr. Julie Flagg
Elizabeth A. Fox
Deborah Freedman &  

Ben Arthur Ledbetter
Dr. Suzanne Frisch &  

Dr. Jonathan Levine
Marjorie & Frank Gillis
Janet & Craig Hayman
Carla & Robert Horwitz
Jean & Nick Lamont
Amy Lipper
Carol & Bob Lyons
Joy Masoff
Phyllis McGrath & Patrick Sheehan
Janet Weiswasser Michaelson
Virginia & Timothy Millhiser
Jack Mulqueen & Christopher Henry
Frank Murphy
Annette Potasz
James Schoenadel

FRIENDS 
(UNDER $250)
Elizabeth Aaronsohn
Richard Adler
Deborah Ahern
Anne-Marie Alderman
Isla Alexander
Kathleen Allen
Joel Altman
Frederick Amore
Barbara & Chip Angle
Jennifer & William Aniskovich
Anonymous
Carol Anselment
Rita Appel
Erica Asaro
Andy Asensio
Paula Atwood
Robin & Ben Baker
Lynn Balanda
Katie & Chris Balestracci
Philip Banks
Linda Barr
Barbara & Harold Barringham
Laura & Edward Barry
Tammy Barry
Donna & Bill Batsford
Janet Beatty
Diana Beck
Felicia Becker
Penny Bellamy & Mark Simon
Cheryl Berkley
Rita Berkson
Deborah & Lawrence Berliner
Nancy Berliner & Alan Plattus
Mary Jane & Jim Berrien
Kim Batterson Biglow

Anne Bingham
Judy Birke
Leslie & Robert Blank
Carol Blauvelt
Mary & Scott Boden
Marilyn Boland
Charlotte & Robbie Bond
Laurent Bonneau
Colette Boyd
Maryann Bracken
Sandy & Myron Brand
Leonard Bren
Barbara Brown
Josiah Brown
Patti & Martin Brown
Barbara Brown
Kristin Brown
Sharon Brune
Peggy Bud
Sandra & Kevin Callinan
Berclee Cameron
Jill Campbell
Mary Beth Campbell
Nancy Carrington
Lizzy Carroll
Shane Carvin
Edith Cassidy
Brittney Cavaliere
Meridith Cayer
Theresa Champagne
Wayne Chapman
Barbara Chesler
Diane Chodkowski
Sue Church
Patricia Ciccone
Gina Ciliberto
Patricia Clark
Cathy & Joseph Cohen
Judith & Michael Cohen
Sue Cohen
Adela Collins
Heather Collins
Martha Constable
Jane Coppock
Patricia Corless
Judith Coster
Shirley Cowles
Cowles & Quinby Fund
Dody & Jay Cox
Dawn Crayco
Janice Curran
Judith & Hugh Cuthbertson
Mary Cygan
Nichole Daegele
Salvatore d’Alessandro
David D’Alessio
Robert Dance
Sarah Darer
Corliss Darge
Elisa Davis
Robert Dayhill
Roxanne Dean
Cathy Deitch
John Timothy Delaney
Wendy DeLucca
Jennifer Diaz

Elaine Diefenderfer
Anita DiGioia
Judy Donnelly
Joanne Donovan & Richard Mikulak
Ann & John Doolittle
Ellen Downes
Deborah Dunn
Judith Duran
Suellyn Durkin
Francena Dwyer
Daisy Adams Ellard
Sherrill Ellis
Luanne Eminger
Eva Esposito
Helena Estes
Elizabeth Eynon
Patrick Farley
Elizabeth Feiner
Carol Ferraro
Rayzl Feuer
Emily Finn
Mary-Christy Fisher & Harold H. Koh
Nancy Fishkin
Peter Fishman
Sylvie Fitzpatrick
Clare Foley
Sharon Foster
Aly Fox
William Franklin
Elizabeth Freedman
Karen Freedman
Julia & Keith Frey
Elizabeth Friedmann
Gregory Funk
Caryn Furst
Jennifer & Peter Fusco
Robin Gebrian
Sheila & Louis Gerundo
Laurie & Thomas Gerundo
Carol A. Giardi
Barbara Gibson
Theodore Gill
Kel & William Ginsberg
Miriam Giskin
Susan Glantz
Jennifer Glaubius
Camille Golod
Jennifer Gonzalez
Linda Gortz
Sue & Chris Greaves
Nancy N. Green
Carole Greenbaum
Cynthia & David Greenblatt
Traci Grigg
Paula & Bill Grimm
Arnold Grot
Richard Guidone
Mary Hadden
Janet Hall & David Schaefer
Ms. Kathryn Hallen
Heidi Hammer
Marshay Hardy
Carol & Robert Harlan
Amy & Michael Harris
Robert Harris
Anne Hartford & Tom Beggins

Martha Hartle
Theodore Hartlett
Beth & David Hayes
Myra Healy
Marianne Hedin
Nancy & Tom Hennick
Lianne White Herdle & Lee Herdle
Caroline Hibbard
Alexis Highsmith
Sara & Peter Hinman
Claire Hirschmann
Ruth Hofstatter
Cathryn Holinger
Suzannah Holsenbeck
Jane & Stephen Holtz
Carol Honeychurch
Holly Hopkins
Patricia Hoppin
William Horne
Mary Hu & Jon Knisley
Jennifer Hudner
Dianne Hughes
Emily Hull
Jean Hunnicutt
Patricia Hurley
Jordan Imperati
D’Arcy Jeffery
Amy Jensen
Lynda & Peter Johnson
Elizabeth Jonas & Thomas Eisen
Marlies Kamin
Philip Kann
Joanne Kant
Moreson Kaplan
Susan L. and Jonathan D. Katz  

Family Fund
Mara Kearney
Amy Kim
Karen Kirchner
Linda Klein
Susan and George Klug
Meghan & George Knight
Suellen Knight
Karen Kremer
Alexandra Krithades
Henry Krokosky
Daniel Krutt
Linda Labbadia
Jane Labbe
Wendy & Raymond Lacasse
Marie Landry & Peter Aronson
Betsey L. Lebow
Karen LeBuffe
Dr. Debra Lederman
Jihuyn Lee
Jeffrey Leonard
Robert Leone
Ruth & Robert Lesser
Kirsten Levinsohn
Cathy Lewis
Margaret Lewis
Xiaohong Liao
Vicki & William Littell
Roberta & Bruce Lockhart
Parke Logan
Jenny Lombard
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Patricia & Jerome Long
Maureen Lopes
Douglas Lord
MaryBeth Luczak
Barbara Lunnemann-Sedivy
Carole Lutes
Ana Paula Machado
Sharon & Douglas Mackinnel
Martha Magee
Peggy Maier & Joseph Dagrosa
Rona Malakoff
Peter Malkin
Marc Mann
Elizabeth & Raymond Marafino
Kathryn Marcoux
Joan & Stuart Margolis
Blair & David Martin
Charles Martin
Dr. Sherene Mason &  

Mr. Earl Bloodworth
Barbara & Stephen Mason
Patricia Mastrangelo
Kirstin Mathias
Katherine Mattson
Elizabeth Maurer
Sanford Mazeau
Jennifer McBurnie
Amy McCauley
Jamie & Thomas McCauley
Susan McDonald
Patricia McGlashan
Julia & John McGonagle
Shatia McGriff
Donna McKenzie
Jan McLean
Amy McLennan
Kasey McNatt
Ramona McRae
Lois & Alan Meyers
Carolyn Milazzo & Stephen Murphy
Marie Morch
Debra I Morck
Christine Mordecai
Maureen Morrissey
Sandra Morse
Janice Muirhead & Vincent Leto
Amy Mule
Roberta Murphy
Frank C Murphy
Mac Nadel
Marisa Nadolny
Mary Patricia Nardino
Adam Nasreddine
Phyllis Nauts
Rommy Nelson
Shirley Nichols
Laura Noe
Patricia & Raymond Noeker
Mary & Roger Nosal
Frances Nugent
Bryna O’Sullivan
John Paoletti
Elizabeth Pasieka
Punam Patel
Neelansh Patil
Gloria Pauker
Caroline Pech

Emily Peel
Tracy Pennoyer
Jacques Pepin
Susan Perl
Judith Petersen
Phyllis & William Peterson
Linda & Michael Polke
Annette Potasz
Karen Powell
Nancy Prescott
Janie Pressley
Alison Proctor & Anup Menon
Kjerstin Pugh
Ms. Jessica Ramy
Laurie & Roy Regozin
Anna Reiter
Nancy Rennert
Meghan Rice
Daphne Rich
Diana Rigg
Victoria Roberts
Patricia Roche
Jerel Rocktaschel
Lizzy Rockwell
Cecilia Roehl
Catherine Rubenstein
Alice & Charles Runnette
Jeanne Russ
Leah Russell
Sally & Jack Sanders
Carol Scaramella
Susan Schaefer
Claudia I Schatz
Brittany Schnurr
Betsy Schwammberger
Adreana Scussel
Susan Seigerman
Cis Serling
Laurel Shader & Jon Zonderman
Aaron Shansky
Wendy & William Sherman
Pamela Shine
Barbara Shuckra
Andrew Silberman
Tina Silidker
Darrah Sipe
Laura Sorenson & Stephen Graseck
Sarah Sullivan-Singh
Arietta Slade
Jordan Sloshower
Alexis Smith
Heidi Smith
Katie Soares
Deborah Sopchak
Harriet Spear
Esther & Saul Spigel
Manoj Srinivasan
Mary Stacie
Mary Stambaugh
Sandra Stein
Sherry Stekloff
Carolyn M. Stephan
Missy Stevens
Jane Stitelman & Betsy Halbing
Elsa Stone & Steven Wolfson
Jill Strawn
Dolores Strode

Lorraine Stub
Rachel Stutes
Bryna O’Sullivan
Craig & Lucinda Sullivan
Heather Sullivan
Patricia Syvertsen
Nancy & Tom Tamis
Tabitha Tashjian
Christine & Ian Taylor
Patrick Tennant
Gail Thibodeau
Marjorie & Bruce Thompson
Joel Tolman
Kyn Tolson & David Holahan
Evelyn Tomasello
Jacqueline Tougas
Ileana Traslavina
Renee Tribert
Vilandria Turner
Antoinette Tyndall
Carrie Tyszka
Emilia Van Beugen
Patricia & William Vayda
Megan Villanueva
Judith Vinci
Dinah Virgulto
Thuyloc Vu
Linda Waldman & Howard Sommer
Andrew R Wallstein
Richard Walsh
Suzanne & Timothy Waters
Rebecca Wayland
Debra Wayne
Denise Webb
Donald Weigt
Tina Weiner
Richard Weingarten
Sandra Wendler
Anne Wernau
Marian Wexler
Katharine Whealton
Noa Wheeler
Marilyn S. White
Patricia White
Elisabeth Wickeri
Jean Williams
Krishna Winston
Susannah Wood
Lita Wright
Lisa A Y
Lyubina Yankova
Susan Yolen
Dorothy & Richard Young
Ann Zaaijer
Angela Zappia
Susan Zarbo
Mark Zelinsky
Myra & Joseph Zelson
Judy ZuWalick

FAMILY FOUNDATIONS, 
FOUNDATIONS & HOSPITAL 
SUPPORT
NOBEL PATRON 
($25,000 AND ABOVE)
The Community Foundation for 

Greater New Haven*

Hartford Hospital Auxiliary
McInerney Family Foundation*
The Scripps Family Fund for Education 

and the Arts
Seedlings Foundation*
The Pitney Bowes Foundation*
Yale New Haven Hospital

PULITZER PATRON 
($10,000 AND 24,999)
The Elkes Foundation
The Fund for Greater Hartford
The Gawlicki Family Foundation
International Association of  

New Haven
The M J and Caral G. Lebworth 

Foundation
Middlesex Hospital
Daniel & Sharon Milikowsky  

Family Foundation
Treasure Hill Foundation
United Way of Coastal  

Fairfield County
United Way of Greater New Haven

CALDECOTT PATRON 
($3,000–9,999)
Lyman B. Brainerd Jr.  

Family Foundation
The Brewer Family Foundation
Connecticut Children’s
The Children’s Community  

Programs, Inc.
Connecticut Community Foundation
Dunkin’ Joy in Childhood Foundation 
Ensworth Charitable Foundation; Bank 

of America, N.A., Trustee
Mr. and Mrs. William Foulds  

Family Foundation,  
Bank of America, N.A., Trustee

Charles and Joan Hermanowski  
Family Foundation

The Maximilian E. &  
Marion O. Hoffman Foundation

NewAlliance Foundation
The Nora Roberts Foundation
The Kitchings Family Foundation
Katharine Matthies Foundation,  

Bank of America, N.A., Trustee
Frank Loomis Palmer Fund,  

Bank of America, N.A., Trustee
The Shack Sackler Foundation
Valley Community Foundation

NEWBERY PATRON 
($1,000–$2,999)
American Savings Foundation, Inc.
Bodenwein Public Benevolent 

Foundation, Bank of America,  
N.A., Trustee

Branford Community Foundation
Centreville Bank Charitable 

Foundation
Dime Bank Foundation
Farmington Bank Community 

Foundation
Joe and Cindy Goldberg Foundation
People’s United Community 

Foundation

SBM Charitable Foundation, Inc.
John and Catherine Seibyl  

Family Foundation
The Ernest & Joan Trefz Foundation

NUTMEG PATRON 
($500 AND $999)
The Chaney Family Foundation
Helen I. Graham Charitable 

Foundation
Joe & Cindy Goldberg  

Family Foundation
The Hagani Foundation
Judith S. Hahn Foundation
Half Moon Foundation
The Schneider Foundation
Town Fair Tire Foundation
Winder-Steed Fund for  

Positive Change

BUSINESSES, CORPORATIONS, 
ORGANIZATIONS AND 
SCHOOLS
PULITZER PATRON 
($10,000,00–24,999)
Citizens 
Wesleyan University

CALDECOTT PATRON 
($3,000–9,999)
100+ Women Who Care  

Fairfield County
Accel International Holdings
The Alliance for Community 

Empowerment 
Connecticut Cares
Vox Church

NEWBERY PATRON 
($1,000–$2,999)
Altrusa NE CT
Greenberg Rhein & Margolis Inc
Wit Design

NUTMEG PATRON 
($500–$999)
Berke Architects D.P.C.
Ironwood Capital
Hess Pawson School

PAGE TURNER PATRON 
($250–$499)
Act II Thrift Shop

FRIENDS 
 ($250 AND UNDER)
Chicken Soup for the Soul Publishing
E.C. Stevens School
Jean Callan King Interior Design, LLC.
Manchester Area Alumnae Club of  

Pi Beta Phi
Moses Y. Beach School
National Society of the Daughters of 

the American Revolution
Super Wash Laundry
Wadsworth DAR Chapter
Wallingford Community Women
Walmart

IN-KIND
The Alliance for Community 

Empowerment

* Multi-year pledge
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Max Alpert
The Diaper Bank
DocuSign
Suzannah Holsenbeck
Microsoft
QuickBooks
Save the Children

MATCHING GIFTS
Aldi
Amazon Smile Foundation
Avangrid
Bayer
Blackbaud
GlaxoSmithKline Foundation 
Goldman Sachs
Hartford Healthcare
Mastercard
Mass Mutual
McKesson Corporation
Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts 

Program
The Hartford
United Health Group

IN HONOR OF:
In honor of A.W. Cox  

Elementary School Staff
Paula & William Grimm

In honor of Becky Adkins-Cephas
Karen Fryer & Gene Kadish

In honor of Zoe Alpert
Susan & Thomas Alpert

In honor of Roye Anatasio-Bourke
Kim Shea

In honor of John David Anderson
Nutmeg Book Award Foundation

In honor of Diane & Walter Ariker
Judy Birke

In honor of Robin K Baker
Mary Ellen Bushnell
James Shayman

In honor of Barbara Baker
Robin & Ben Baker

In honor of Chase Berg
Elizabeth Norquist

In honor of Karen E Binkhorst
Sara Binkhorst

In honor of Richard Bircher
Kelly Tunsky

In honor of Jillian of BookbarCT
Laura Bird

In honor of Marvin Boynes
Katrease Rogers

In honor of Chet & Glenna Brodnicki
Deborah & John Corgan

In honor of Eileen Z. Browne
Barbara & Terence Zemetis

In honor of Jiggs Cecchini
Barbara O’Neill

In honor of Roxanne Coady
Joseph Gordon

In honor of Joanne Cunard
Barbara Sicherman

In honor of Michael Desroches
Joanne Pudlik

In honor of Ellie DiPietro
Eleanor DiPietro

In honor of Samantha Epstein
Chelsea-Leigh Radler

In honor of Eva and Henry Gauster
Norma Gauster

In honor of Adrian Gonzalez
Augusta Gonzalez

In honor of Courtney &  
Reid Goodale
Eden & Howard Diamond

In honor of Paula Grimm
Gilda Iaia

In honor of The Hartford  
Hospital Auxiliary
Katharine & Alfred Herzog

In honor of Jeff Hartmann
Robert Coleman
Alix & Josh Copel
Sandra Hartmann

In honor of Jack Hentel
Karen Cohen

In honor of Suzannah Holsenbeck
Robin & Ben Baker

In honor of Schuyler Huntoon
Stacie Van Deusen

In honor of The Hwang, Dunne  
and Sheehan Families
Lisbeth Sheehan

In honor of Cyrus Jordan
Terri Chegwidden

In honor of Mandy Lamb
Elizabeth Boland

In honor of Allie Laughran
Erin Rice
Wendy Wentworth

In honor of Ellen Levada
Hedda Kopf

In honor of Rebecca Ludwig Nguyen
Linda Ludwig

In honor of Katie Malison
Emily Malison

In honor of Harrison Moss
Karen Beyer
Ronit Bodner
Danielle Eason
Allison Gault
Lisa Gershon
Rachel Gingold
The Hoenig Family
Mr. & Mrs. David Kroin 
Matthew Lee
4 Ellen-Jane Moss
Elizabeth Norquist
Krista Pettit
Joshua Rubin
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Silberstein

In honor of Carol G. Mouland
Maureen Wagner

In honor of James Newfield
Rachael Reiley

In honor of Janie Pressley
Verna Swann

In honor of Olivia Quinsland
Kierstin Quinsland

In honor of The Read to Grow staff
Suzannah Holsenbeck
Tina Silidker

In honor of Regional District 13
Elizabeth Waterman

In honor of Amelia Sandler
Sarah Sandler

In honor of Kerri Senerchia
Amie Meacham

In honor of Jenny Shieh
Marie Landry & Peter Aronson

In honor of Lara Siopis
Killjan Anderson

In honor of Lorrie Stapleton
Harry McLachlin

In honor of Madison Stoner
Karen Cohen

In honor of Zoe Strauss
Robin & Robert Charney

In honor of Wilhelmena Terry
Jane Lewis

In honor of Laura Vescovi
Helen & Michael Firriolo

In honor of Nancy Elizabeth Wallace
Beatrice Feinberg

In honor of Julie Weber
Mary Weber

In honor of Hilliard Hudson Wolfe
Laura Noe

In honor of Dorothy Young
John Young

In honor of Judy ZuWalick
Jennifer Sullivan

IN MEMORY OF
In memory of Richard Abrams

Mr. & Mrs.Lewis Cohen
In memory of Barbara Auch

Patricia Zeranski
In memory of Ellen Bell

Vicki & William Littell
In memory of William W. Bouton, III

Mary Ellen O’Neill
In memory of Gilbert Cannon

Robert Cannon
In memory of Ann Marie Carey

Jean Grehl
In memory of Millie Caruso

Rita Hennessey
In memory of Mary Coady

Carol Giardi
Colleen & Anthony Renzoni
Gloria & Paul Rucci

In memory of Robert Coleman
Marisa & Jeffrey Hartmann
Sandra Hartmann

In memory of Judy and  
Dick Constable
Martha Constable

In memory of Dorothy Conway
Lisa Cooper

In memory of Ellen Moran 
DeLorenzo
Marie & David Stone

In memory of Ryan Duff
Dennis Duff
Alfred Salvato

In memory of Audrey Eisenlohr
Emily Eisenlohr

In memory of Evan Fishman
Karen Cohen

In memory of Charlotte Gemmell
Linda Labbadia

In memory of MaryJane Giardi
Roxanne & Kevin Coady
Carol Giardi
Maureen Madeux
Marjorie Seiferheld

In memory of Richard Grossi
Norma Grossi

In memory of Rhoda Gruen
Karen Cohen

In memory of Barbara Hutchinson
Richard Hutchinson

In memory of Jack A. Huttner
Sharon Huttner

In memory of Lory Jenks
Lorraine Stub

In memory of Elaine Kagan
Karen Cohen

In memory of Monty Kaletsky
Susan Kaletsky

In memory of Tami Kevrick Kiem
Suzannah Holsenbeck

In memory of Ann Lesandrine
Carla & Robert Horwitz

In memory of Nancy Lindley
Wendy & Raymond Lacasse

In memory of Teresa Lopez-Lebron
Maggie & Christopher Clouet

In memory of Angie Malapin
Eden & Howard Diamond

In memory of Ziruk Matthew
LLS Sunshine

In memory of Kimberly McCormick
Joane & Paul Wislocki

In memory of Dianne Moody
Ricki Miller

In memory of Barbara Murphy 
Malinak
Patricia McClelland

In memory of Barry Nathanson
Ricki Miller

In memory of Daniel O’Brien
Justin Cerilli
Laura Mantoura

In memory of Marion Orloff
Lois Babey-Finn

In memory of Dr. Richard O’Rourke
Kelley Auringer

In memory of Sheila Pallatto
Robert Harlow
The Hartford

In memory of Gerry Pliska
The Sacchi Family

In memory of Margaret A Reardon
Susan Avery
Karen Bennett
Gail Pellegatto
Gregory Reynolds
Mary Sigmon
Trichka Warrena

In memory of Josephine Rovaldi
Angelique Leeman

In memory of Maureen Santoro
Susan Moher

In memory of Margaret Jordan 
Young Tolson

Roxanne & Kevin Coady
In memory of Clara Torniero

Kim & Greg Cox
In memory of James F. Tuohy

Marie & David Stone
In memory of Alexine Wallace

Norma & Paul Barash
Diane Chodkowski
Kathleen Fleming
Dorothy Greco
Nancy Mastin
Patricia O’Keefe
Lisa Peccina
Joanne Penta
Robin & Bob Pinsker
Esther & Gerald Rosenberg
Cydney & Bobbi Slotoroff
Emilia Van Beugen

In memory of Jefferson Wiggins
Janice Wiggins

In memory of Richard Williamson
Marie & David Stone

In memory of Lee Zonis
Michelle Hatch

If we have inadvertently 
omitted a name, printed a name 
incorrectly, or categorized any 
donor incorrectly, please accept 
our apologies. Also, please call us 
at 203.488.6800 so that we can 
correct our records.

BOOK DRIVE DONATIONS (OVER 500 BOOKS)
Andover Elementary School 
Rajai Davis
Chelsea Fitzgerald
Timothy Galvin
Granby Memorial Middle School 
Greenwich Country Day School 
Haddam-Killingworth 

Intermediate School 
IMPACTrumbull
Junior League of Fairfield County 
Kelly Lane Primary School

Collin Lamontagne
Patti Maciag
Ellie Magnuson
Katie McHale
The Mead School
Olivia Meade
Ariana Napier
R.J. Julia Booksellers, Ltd.
Church of St. Dunstan
St. Elizabeth of the Trinity
Tashua Elementary School
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Translating Read to Grow Materials for All Community Members
Read to Grow community partners frequently 
work with large immigrant communities and 
non-English speaking children and families. 
Read to Grow is committed to making our 
materials accessible to children and families 
and, thanks to a generous grant from the 
International Association of New Haven 
(IANH), we have been able to undertake 
the translation of select printed and online 
messaging materials and forms into high-

demand languages like Pashto, Arabic, Dari, 
French, and Swahili. Read to Grow worked 
with local agencies IRIS and ACES to identify 
translators, including Rahatgul Takoor, a 
Pashto translator who worked for NATO and 
the U.S. military and who had come to the U.S. 
just seven days before the fall of Kabul. The 
grant from IANH also allows Read to Grow 
to purchase and distribute books in languages 
other than Spanish and English.

Rahatgul Takoor, Pashto translator, and Paula Grimm, 
development and data specialist

Recognizing Our Read to Grow Volunteers
Read to Grow celebrates the exceptional commitment of our incredible volunteers. Despite the challenges of COVID, Read to Grow volunteers 
gave a combined 2,602 hours of service—the equivalent of $86,603 in funds—to our cause in the 2020–2021 fiscal year.

Deborah Ahern
Lois Babey-Finn
Sandra Betancur
Barbara Betkoski
Nancy Bojarski
Gertrude Brewer
Virginia Cameron
Carolyn Casey
Haydee Catagena
Nora Dachille
MaryJayne D’Eugenio

Elaine Evans
Tracy Fagan
Angeline Fleig
Barbara Gibson
Camille Golod
Michelle Hatch
Lorelei Heidkamp
Rita Hennessey
Alicia Hoar
Patricia Hoppin
Dana Horrigan

Dianne Hughes
Wendy Hyman
Janet Johnson
Deborah Kelly
Susan Klug
Jane Labbe
Wendy Lacasse
Karen LeBuffe
Jane Lewis
Johanne Licari
Carole Lutes

Patti Maciag
Judith Martin
Susan Moher
Mary Molloy
Christine Mordecai
Judy Morelli
Julie Morris
Max Mueller
Jack Mulqueen
Lynne Nathan
Barbara Pendziwater

Kelsey Rider
William Roberts
David Roberts
Joan Roczynski
Carol Scaramella
Heidi Smith
Joanne Smith
April Stefanovics
Lois Steinman
Sherry Stekloff
Carolyn Stephan

Hope Stevens
Diana Stricker
Jade Thomas
Vilma Thompson
Brityn Todaro
Joe Tomasello
Margie Vamvakis
Anne Verzella
Laura Vescovi
Dinah Virgulto
Donna Watson

Sandra Wendler
Anne Wernau
Dorothy Young
Ann Zaaijer
Judy ZuWalick 
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