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Celebrating 25 Years and Preparing 
for the Next Chapter
A message from Suzannah Holsenbeck, executive director

More than a quarter century ago, a 
group of thoughtful, generous 
women gathered together to 

figure out a solution to illiteracy and lack 
of book access in Connecticut. Driven by 
the knowledge that not all children have 
books of their own at home, they parked a 
school bus outside of Fair Haven Community 
Health Clinic in New Haven and rallied the 
community to fill the bus with children’s 
books, which were then distributed to families 
coming for appointments at the clinic. But 
the founders knew that they had to do more 
to change outcomes from the beginning of 
a child’s life and they saw an opportunity to 
support families starting when their child was 
born. They began handing out baby books on 
the maternity floor at Yale New Haven Hospital 
and, armed with helpful information from 
the burgeoning field of brain science research, 
talked to families about the importance of 
reading, singing and talking to their babies.

Fast forward to today, and Read to Grow 
will be officially celebrating 25 years in 
2025! We hope you’ll join us on May 1 at the 
Westport Library, where we’ll celebrate “A 
Night For The Books: Read to Grow’s 25th 
Anniversary Celebration, Literacy Champion 
Awards and Fundraiser.” There’s a lot to 

celebrate: we have distributed more than 3 
million books to more than 2 million people. 
Our Books for Babies program gives books 
to every baby born in 19 of Connecticut’s 23 
birthing hospitals and we will reach all 23 
hospitals in 2025! Our Books for Kids program 
works with more than 200 organizations and 
childcare centers across the state every year 
and responds to thousands of CT families who 
submit book requests online. Our Bookmobile 
celebrated its second birthday in September 

and has made nearly 200 stops in every county 
in the state.

But our work is far from over. According 
to the National Literacy Institute, 54% of 
adults nationwide read at or below a 6th-grade 
reading level. This has real consequences 
for individuals and for society as a whole 
in all spheres of life, including the personal, 
professional and medical: it is estimated 
that low levels of literacy costs the United 
States more than $2.2 trillion (Forbes, 2020). 
Meanwhile, with the proliferation of various 
technologies and the advent of Artificial 
Intelligence, the ways we engage with text 
grows increasingly complex and the necessity 
of ensuring our children are literate in many 
ways and across many mediums only deepens. 

Please join us as we prepare for Read to 
Grow’s next chapter. As the premiere early 
literacy resource in Connecticut, we are honing 
our focus on the best ways to support families 
and children with early literacy and access to 
books, we are expanding and deepening our 
partnerships, and we are harnessing technology 
to improve the types of data we collect and the 
ways in which we do so to better inform our 
impact. Babies never stop being born and Read 
to Grow has no plans to stop providing each 
baby with their first joyful reading experience.

OUR MISSION: Read to Grow promotes language skills and literacy for 
children, beginning at birth, and supports families as their babies’ first teachers.
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Books for Babies Continued Expansion
At Read to Grow, we believe in the importance of partnership, 
a principle reflected in every aspect of our work. Our Books for 
Babies program serves as an example of this commitment. For the 
past 25 years, Books for Babies has cultivated relationships with the 
staff of hospitals, clinics, and birthing centers across the state.

Read to Grow’s focus on expanding and improving Books for 
Babies has led to the establishment of several new partnerships, 
significantly broadening our reach. Since last spring, we have 
launched the Prenatal Project at Norwalk Community Health 
Center, the NICU Project at St. Vincent’s Medical Center in 
Bridgeport and the Newborn Literacy Project at the Hospital of 
Central Connecticut in New Britain, Families are First Birthing

(continued on page 2)

Our Annual Report  
and Appreciations

Please see pages 4–7 for our  
annual report and treasurer’s 

report for the 2023–24 fiscal year, 
which ended June 30, 2024.  
Also on those pages is our 

appreciation to donors, book‑drive 
organizers and volunteers.

The youngest attendee and her mother at Read to 
Grow’s Fall Into Reading Family Day.

A Danbury Hospital physician 
checks out the Bookmobile.
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Read to Grow Welcomes New Board Members
Read to Grow is thrilled to welcome three 
new board members to the board of directors: 
Dr. Katherine Kohari, Nick Lebron and Irene 
Peluso. “Our new board members represent 
the diversity of background, geography and 
experience that helps make Read to Grow 
the successful organization it is,” shared Dr. 
Ferguson, board chair. 

Dr. Kohari joined the Yale School 
of Medicine obstetrics, gynecology and 
reproductive medicine department’s division 
of maternal-fetal medicine in 2014, and her 
clinical expertise is focused primarily on 
prenatal ultrasound and diagnosis. She received 
copies of Welcome to the World! when she had 
her own children at Yale New Haven Hospital!

Nick Lebron was born and raised in 
Hartford and continues to serve the Hartford 
community with a focus on serving families 
who don’t fit the traditional mold. His career 
has taken him in many directions, including 
advancing gun control legislation and the 
rights of our LGBT+ community members, 
as well as piloting HEART, an innovative and 
first of its kind 911 response program. Lebron 
currently manages operations and community 
partnerships to provide wraparound services 
for Hartford children and families. 

Irene Peluso is a talent development 
senior associate on the human resources 
team at Viking Global Investors. Prior to 
joining Viking in 2016, Irene was a substitute 
teacher in Simsbury, Connecticut. Irene first 
learned about Read to Grow while serving on 
a grants committee that identifies potential 
organizations to partner with in the early 
childhood space.

Additions to the Read to Grow Team
As Read to Grow continues to expand, so 
too do the responsibilities of our staff and 
volunteers. With the growing number of 
children and families we serve, it’s essential to 
ensure that our staff can keep pace. Addressing 
the diverse and evolving needs of our 
community requires not just maintaining but 
enhancing our capacity to deliver impactful 
services. We are excited to announce the 
addition of three new staff members who are 
playing pivotal roles in our continued success.

Kascia Williams has joined us as our 
new program director. In this role, Kascia is 
instrumental in refining and expanding our 
programs. Her leadership will ensure that 
our initiatives not only grow but also achieve 
greater depth and impact. By focusing on 
enhancing the quality and effectiveness of our 
programs, Kascia will help us ensure that our 
team is supported in delivering meaningful 
outcomes and continuing to meet the high 

standards we set for ourselves.
Deja Senna-Leslie has come on board 

as our communications coordinator. Deja’s 
expertise is crucial in elevating our media 
presence and outreach efforts. Deja is working 
to amplify our message and broaden our reach. 
Her work is key in raising awareness about 

Read to Grow, attracting new supporters, and 
strengthening our community connections.

Cynthia Beuns-Parker has joined the 
team as our new Books for Babies program 
manager. Originally from New York with a 
depth of experience as a case manager with 
various agencies serving families, Cynthia 
will be focused on the expansion of the 
Books for Babies program and the ongoing 
relationship building across hospitals, clinics 
and other sites.

Enthusiastic readers on a field trip to Read to Grow.

Dr. Katherine Kohari Nick Lebron Irene Peluso

BOOKS FOR BABIES CONTINUED EXPANSION
(continued from page 1)
Center at Bristol Hospital, and The MidState Medical 
Center Family Birthing Center in Meriden.

The expansion of Books for Babies reflects the 
growing recognition of the program’s value and 
impact. Each new partnership enhances our ability 
to provide essential literacy resources to families at a 
crucial point in their child’s development. Our goal is 
for Books for Babies to be available in every birthing 
hospital throughout Connecticut and we are now 
only five hospital partnerships away from this reality.Norwalk Community Health Center launch.
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Books for Kids Receives Tremendous Donation
This summer, Books for Kids received a 
generous donation from Filling in the Blanks, 
an amazing organization dedicated to fighting 
childhood hunger. Filling in the Blanks has 
distributed more than 3 million meals to 
children from low-income households via 200 
sites throughout Fairfield and Westchester 
counties. Filling in the Blanks donated more 
than 3,800 young adult books to Read to Grow 
throughout July and August. 

While the sheer volume of this donation is 
impressive, what truly makes it special is what 
it represents: the compassion displayed by 
Filling in the Blanks symbolizes the solidarity 
that Read to Grow shares with like-minded 
community action organizations throughout 
Connecticut. While Read to Grow focuses 

on supporting young children, the Filling in 
the Blanks’ donation has allowed us to be 
responsive to the growing community need 
for young adult books. We hear weekly from 
teachers and other community organizations 
who are trying to support their students as 
they strive to catch up on their literacy skills, 
especially since the disruption of COVID.

We continue to work hand-in-hand 
with nonprofits across the state that work 
tirelessly toward a better future for all children 
and families in need. Filling in the Blanks’ 
donation is not just a single act of goodwill; 
it reflects the collective efforts of a vast 
network of dedicated individuals striving to 
create a brighter tomorrow for the beloved 
communities they serve.

Popcorn & PJs Launches 2024–2025 Season
Did you know that the latest Popcorn & PJs season has just begun? This year we’re thrilled to host an 
extraordinary lineup of authors, including the legendary Rosemary Wells, creator of the beloved Max 
and Ruby series. Dive into the magic of storytelling with some remarkable voices and ignite your child’s 
imagination from the comfort of your home. Popcorn & PJs also makes a terrific holiday gift for the little 
ones in your life. 
For all the details 
on this year’s 
authors and to 
grab your tickets, 
visit our website 
today!

The Bookmobile Turns Two!
This fall, Read to Grow is proud to celebrate the Bookmobile’s 2nd 
birthday! That’s right—our literacy resource on wheels has been 
traveling across the state to meet the growing demand for diverse, 
high-quality books for two whole years.

Since it was first introduced, the Bookmobile has been a game 
changer, allowing us to go directly to the communities that need us. 
Every one of our stops has made a positive impact in the lives of the 
children and families who come on board.

In just this short time, the Bookmobile has made nearly 200 
stops and distributed more than 20,000 books. That’s an incredible 
achievement, and we’re committed to continuing this important 
work. Here’s to another year of spreading joy and sharing books 
with our beloved Bookmobile!

Happy Birthday Bookmobile
20,000 books and counting!

Filling in the Blanks drops off thousands of new books.

For tickets visit readtogrow.org.
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Read to Grow’s fiscal year from July 2023–June 2024 saw 
the expansion of programming in response to community 
needs. We celebrate the following highlights:

•	 Books for Babies distributed 41,175 books to 23,800 
expecting families and families with newborns.

•	 Books for Kids provided 60,600 children’s books to 
19,800 children and their families.

•	 Our highly popular Bookmobile made 94 stops across 
the state and gave out 9,464 books to delighted children.

•	 Early Steps to School Success (ESSS) delivered 2,675 
books to the children they served. From 2019–2024, Read 
to Grow partnered with Save the Children to offer ESSS 
to families in New Haven and Bridgeport. The program 
helped prepare children for school success through home 
visits, parent-child playgroups, and school-based book 
distributions. In 2023, Save the Children informed us 
that it would discontinue the ESSS program in urban 
settings and the program was sunsetted in March 2024.

•	 In September 2023, we announced our fourth season 
of Popcorn & PJs: Virtual Family Storytimes with 
sponsorships from Citizens Bank and Connecticut 
Humanities. The seven author experiences were enjoyed 
by more than 600 families.

•	 In May 2024, the Newborn Project expanded to the 
Hospital of Central Connecticut and the NICU Project 
launched at St. Vincent’s Medical Center in Bridgeport, 
the fourth location through which we provide literacy 
support and books to families of infants receiving care in 
neonatal intensive care units.

•	 In May 2024, we held “A Night for the Books” at the 
Westport Library. Our celebration honored Literacy 
Champions Kym Powe, Carol Bauer and Susan 
Weinberger, Representative Dominique Johnson and 
our first Book Joy Award recipient: PBS librarian-in-
residence, Mychal Threets.

•	 Our dedicated crew of amazing volunteers served a total 
of 3,387 hours, which is valued at $123,428.

•	 We received a clean audit from the accounting firm 
Whittlesey.

We are humbled and deeply grateful for the wonderful 
support of our volunteers and donors who enable 
us to continue our critical early literacy work across 
Connecticut.

Jane Lee, Treasurer 
Read to Grow Board

This annual report is available online at www.readtogrow.org/
about-us/annual-reports/

P U B L I C  S U P P O R T  A N D  R E V E N U E S

Donated Books and Services $ 74,574

Foundations and Corporate Grants 654,877

Individual Contributions 151,261

Government Grants 358,334

Other Income 15,372

Program Revenue 57,317

Roxanne J. Coady Fund - Investment Gain 8,413 

Special Events 171,430

Total Public Support and Revenues $ 1,491,578

F U N C T I O N A L  E X P E N S E S

Programs $ 1,126,975

Management and General 87,768

Development and Fundraising 168,131

Total Functional Expenses 1,382,874

Change in Net Assets $ 108,704

Foundations
and Corporate

Grants
43.9%

Individual 
Contributions

10.1%

Program Revenue
3.8%

Other Income
1.0%

Government
Grants
24.0%

Roxanne J. Coady 
Fund—Investment Gain

0.6% Donated Books 
and Services

5.0%

Special Events
4.5%

Programs
81.5%

Management 
and General

6.3% 

Development and Fundraising
12.2% 
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We thank all our donors in the last fiscal year (July 1, 2023–June 30, 2024). The names of donors who gave “In Honor” or “In Memory” of 
someone appear in those special categories near the end of the listings.

OUR DONORS

NOBEL PATRON 
($25,000 AND ABOVE)
Centreville Bank Charitable 

Foundation
Community Foundation for Greater 

New Haven 1

Community Health Network of 
Connecticut, Inc

State of Connecticut
The Elkes Foundation 1

Kate & Bill Lee 1

McInerney Family Foundation 1 2

The Scripps Family Fund for Education 
and the Arts 1

The Seedlings Foundation 1

Sirely Shaldjian 1

Sparkler Learning
Viking Global Foundation
Yale New Haven Children’s Hospital 1

PULITZER PATRON 
($10,000–$24,999)
Accel International Holdings 2

Barnes Foundation
Lyman B. Brainerd Jr.  

Family Foundation 1

Branford Community Foundation 1

Bridgeport Rotary Club Foundation
Citizens Bank 1 2

CLA Foundation 2

The Community Foundation of 
Greater New Britain

Ensworth Charitable Foundation,  
Bank of America N.A. Trustee

The Fund for Greater Hartford 1

The Gawlicki Family Foundation
The Guilford Foundation
Hartford Hospital Auxiliary 1

Kris & Kevin Jandora 2

Paula & Thomas McInerney 1 2

Daniel & Sharon Milikowsky Family 
Foundation

Robert Minicucci
Jodi & Tony Oh 2

Elizabeth M. Pfriem Foundation
Pitney Bowes Foundation 1

Treasure Hill Foundation 1

United Way of Coastal and Western 
Connecticut 1

CALDECOTT PATRON 
($3,000–$9,999)
Ahearn Family Foundation
Altrusa International NECT 

Foundation 1

Believe in Reading
John & Margaret Brewer 2

Central National Gottesman 
Foundation 2

City of New Haven 2

Barbara Clerkin
Roxanne & Kevin Coady 1

Community Foundation of  
Eastern Connecticut

Community Foundation of  
Middlesex County

Connecticut Humanities 2

Connecticut Children’s Medical Center
Fairfield Women’s Exchange
Elise & Neil Gabriele 1

R.S. Gernon Trust, Bank of America 
N.A. Trustee

Diane & Penn Holsenbeck 1 2

Kitchings Family Fund
Katharine Matthies Foundation, Bank 

of America N.A. Trustee 1

Lori McInerney 1 2

Susan & Thomas McInerney 1 2

NewAlliance Foundation 1

Northwest Connecticut Community 
Foundation

Norwalk Hospital
Amy Owens
Frank Loomis Palmer Fund,  

Bank of America N.A. Trustee
The Nora Roberts Foundation
Robinson & Cole 2

The Shack Sackler Foundation 1

Sebastian & Barbara Scripps 2

Ronnie & Thomas Stanford
Town Fair Tire 1

NEWBERY PATRON 
($1,000–$2,999)
Diane & Walter Ariker 1

Blueway Commons 2

Bodenwein Public Benevolent 
Foundation, Bank of America N.A. 
Trustee

Branford Cares
Samuel Brown
Centreville Bank
The Chaney Family Foundation
ComNet Communications LLC 2

Alix & Josh Copel 1

Dental365 2

Dime Bank Foundation
Gail Erickson
First County Bank Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. William Foulds Family 

Foundation, Bank of America N.A. 
Trustee 1

Jennifer Geisler
Cynthia & Joseph Goldberg
Janet & Craig Hayman
Daniel & Mary Hoffman 2

Ion Bank Foundation
Jessica Klein
Dr. Shabnam Lainwala & Vijay Murthy
Shari Kaufman & Michael Levins 2

Allyson Maida
Carolyn Millstein 1

Senator Norman Needleman & 
Jacqueline Hubbard 2

Newman’s Own Foundation
David Newton 1

Rotary Club of Branford
SBM Charitable Foundation, Inc. 1

The Schneider Foundation 1

Cathy & John Seibyl
Sandy Seidman 2

Jean & Donald Showalter 1

Southwest Community  
Health Group 2

Ronnie & Thomas Stanford
The Ernest & Joan Trefz Foundation 1

Updike, Kelly & Spellacy 2

Donald Vaccaro 2

Valley Community Foundation
Walmart Foundation
Winged Monkey 2

Martha & John Wolf
Yale New Haven Health 2

Yale Maternal Fetal Medicine 2

NUTMEG PATRON 
($500–$999)
Act II Thrift Shop 1

Alliance for Community 
Empowerment 2

Terri & Bruce Alpert
Marguerite & Mark Alpert 1

Michael Bouton
Brenner, Saltzman & Wallman LLP
Jennifer & Alan Clement
Terence Clerkin
Patricia & Keith Cunningham
Ann & John Doolittle
Sheila Dowd
Judith Duran 1

Jill & Rachel Eder
Olivia & John Farr
Dr. Monette Ferguson 2

First Congregational Church  
of Cheshire

Franklin Philanthropic Foundation
Deborah Freedman &  

Ben Arthur Ledbetter 1

Patrick Gaffey
Norma & Wilhelm Gauster 1

Shelley & Gordon Geballe 1

Marjorie & Frank Gillis 1

Rimma Gofman
Helen I. Graham Charitable 

Foundation 1

Zadelle & Arthur Greenblatt 1

Elaine Guillot
Hagani Foundation 1

Half Moon Foundation 1

Marisa & Jeff Hartmann 1

Amy Harvey
Carla & Robert Horwitz 1

Schuyler Huntoon
Jewish Foundation of Greater  

New Haven
Katherine Kahan
Susan & George Klug 1

Jane Lee & Andrew Ehrgood
Rich Levins
Amy Lipper 1

Maureen Lopes
David Margolis 1

Mr. & Mrs. George & Elizabeth Martin
Wendy McClure Giving Fund
Renee & Bruce McIntyre
Frank Mengert
Pamela Murphy
Samuel & Elizabeth Norquist
Catherine Pepe
Claire Rillstone
Margot & Joseph Sheehan 1

Sarah Sullivan-Singh
Allen Waxman
Dr. Susan Weinberger 2

Yield Giving

PAGE TURNER 
($250–$499)
Roy Adams
Deborah Ahern 1

Anonymous
Paul Auringer
Bank of America Charitable Gift Fund
Andrea Berkley
Mary Jane Burt
Monica & Adam Chusid
Patricia Clark
Jane Condon
Ralph Crispino
Catherine Cuggino
Mr. & Mrs. Eden & Howard Diamond 1

Lynne Dintrone
Nicole Donovan
Joanne Donovan & Richard Mikulak
David & Cindy Eigen 2

Wendy Epstein
Bobbi & Eliot Essagof
Debbie Finkel
Mary-Christy Fisher & Harold H. Koh
Mary & James Flaherty
Elizabeth Fox 1

Ms. & Mr. Jennifer & Peter Fusco 1

Dolores Garcia-Blocker 2

Courtney Gault
Sallie T. Gouverneur 1

Paula & Bill Grimm 1

Judith S. Hahn Foundation 1

Heidi Hammer
Suzannah Holsenbeck &  

Robert Blocker
Richard Hutchinson 1

Joseph Imbrogno
Dr. & Mrs. Susan & Jonathan Katz
Megan Fox Kelly Art Advisory
Elizabeth Kennard
Meghan & George Knight
Jean & Nick Lamont
Henry Lopez-Cepero
John Lyons
Carol & Robert Lyons 1

Lisa & David Maass 1

Kelsey Martin
Kirstin Mathias
Katherine Mattson
Rick Mayer
Amy McLennan 1

Allison Molkenthin
Mary Molloy
Mr. & Mrs. Marsha & Ira Moses
Amy Mule
Bryan & Beth Nesteriak
Elizabeth O’Brien
Catherine Pamelard
Annette Potasz 1

Tom Reese
Michelle Reiner
Anna Reiter
Joseph P. Scordato

Adreana Scussel
Debi & Rick Smilow 2

Amy Soucy
Teach for America 2

K Liss Uomoleale
Nicholas Weber
Westport Learning Collaborative 2

Alexandra Zaleta

FRIENDS 
( UNDER $250)
Suzanne Adams
Marci Alborghetti
María C. Alfonso
Jim & Kadee Alonso
Angela Altoe
Robert Alvine & Joann Thompson
Patricia Anderson
Rebecca & Adam Anderson
Barbara Angle Jr. & Chip Angle 1

Anonymous
Carol Anselment 1

Appletree Daycare & Preschool Center
Paula & Mark Argosh 2

Christine Astondoa
Monica Aurora
Anna Avalos
Robin Baker 1

Melissa Baldino
Jennifer Barbagallo
Leo Barbagallo
Linda Barr
Richard Barreso
Jessica Barrett
Barbara & Harold Barringham 1

Mr. & Mrs. Edward & Laura Barry
Geoffrey & Maureen Bartlett
Donna & Bill Batsford 1

Kim Batterson Biglow 1

Nancy Bauer
Janet Beatty
Alice B. Belgray
Ruth Benet
Rita Berkson & Randy Reinhold
Lawrence & Deborah Berliner 1

Nancy Berliner
Dr. Dale Bernardoni
Ina Bersch
Rachel Black & Doug Cook
Rory Blakeslee
Carol Blauvelt
Diane Bolduc
Laurent Bonneau 1

Lori Borysewicz
Janet Boswell
Sandy & Myron Brand 1

Beth & Leonard Bren
James Brennan
Linda Brewster
Sally Ng Briggs
Glenna & Chet Brodnicki 1

Virginia Bromage
Josiah Brown & Sahar Usmani-Brown 1

Peggy Bud
Ms. Leslie Bulion
Lesley Byrne
Pamela Calapai

1 Has given for 5 or more consecutive years  2 Event sponsor
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Sandra & Kevin Callinan 1

Susan Cambria
Mary Beth Campbell 1

Shellie Caplan
Mr. & Mrs. David & Lisa Carabetta
Kim Carney
Carol Carrozelli
Mr. & Mrs. William & Carolyn Casey
Caspari 2

Brittney Cavaliere 1

Theresa Champagne
Robin & Rob Charney 1

Hong Chau
Barbara Chesler
Chicken Soup for the Soul Publishing 1

Jan Childs
Alex Cielo
Patricia Clark 1

Kara Clerkin
Charles & Ellen Cogut  

Family Foundation
Cathy & Joseph Cohen 1

Judith & Michael Cohen
Karen Cohen 1

Marilyn Collett
Marjorie Collins
Deborah Conklin
Jane Contreas
Sharon Cooke
Jeffrey Cooley
Jane Coppock
Jacquelyn Courtmanche
Shirley Cowles
Dawn Crayco
Margaret Crotty
Joel & Karla Cruz
Alan Cuartero
Jane Curtin
Nichole Daegele
Robert Dahill
Janet & Richard Daigle
Salvatore d’Alessandro
David D’Alessio
Sally D’Aquila
Patricia Debano
Allison Desy
Elaine Diefenderfer
Elaine Dimpelfeld
Eleanor DiPietro
Lise Dondy
Deborah Donovan
Kadee Alonso
Ellen Downes
Diana Draper
Ann Drinan
Linda & Dennis Duff
Arlena Durant
Francena Dwyer 1

Elizabeth & John Edelglass
Daisy Adams Ellard 1

Sherrill Ellis
Liza Emilio
Mindi Englart
Eliza Epstein
Dr. Linda Erlanger
Marisela Esposito
Katherine P. Ewen

Caroline Wharton Ewing
Kathleen Fallon Pasakarnis
Carol Feldman
Thomas Fletcher
Margaret Flynn
Sharon Foster
Joann Francisconi
Joanne Frawley
Ms. Michele Freund
Julia & Keith Frey 1

Gary & Linda Friedlaender
The Frisch & Levine Family 1

Bonnie Gauthier
Donna Greene
Elizabeth Bailey Geib
Laurie & Thomas Gerundo 1

Louis Gerundo 1

The Gibson Family
Samantha Giesman-Ginter
Susan Glantz
Sue & Chris Greaves 1

Nancy Greenberg & Tony Kronman
Deborah Greig
Sally & Barclay Griffiths
Traci & Drew Grigg 1

Joanne Guthrie
Ms. Kathryn Hallen
Marcia Hamelin
Deborah Hammarskjold
Mr. Langdon Hammer &  

Mrs. Jill Campbell
Susan Hansen
Bradley Hardy
Carol & Robert Harlan 1

Janice Harmeier
Djana Harp
Sandra & Eric Hartmann
Margie Healy
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff & Suellen Heinrich
Nancy & Tom Hennick 1

Jack Mulqueen & Christopher Henry 1

Lianne & Lee Herdle
Caroline Herrick
Claire Hirschmann
Susanna Holahan
Cathryn Holinger 1

Carol Honeychurch 1

Hollace Hopkins 1

Patricia Hoppin
William Horne 1

Linda Houser Charitable Fund
Carrie Howard
Donna Hryb
Shuyuan Huang
Katharine Huber
Dianne Hughes
Josh Hunold
W. Alison Huszar
David Iaia
Gilda Iaia 1

Kathy Jacques
Leila Javitch
Lucille Jessey
Lynda & Peter Johnson
Ruth & Roger Johnson
Myra Josephson
Harriet Juli

Julie Kahn
The Kamin Family 1

Peach Kander
Victoria Kann
Nina & Moreson Kaplan 1

Judith Katz
Janet Kazienko
Melinda Keck
Ellen Kessner
Linda Klein 1

Joanne Kletecka
Colette Klisky
Ian Knisely & Mary Hu
Jacqueline Koral
Henry Krokosky 1

Dawn La Valle
Linda Labbadia
Wendy Lacasse 1

Susan Lamar
Jeremy Landa
Dr. Marie Landry & Dr. Peter Aronson 1

Dawn LaValle
Jeffrey Elementary School
Laura Ledan
A. Leeman
Jeffrey Leonard
Ruth & Robert Lesser 1

Carol Leventhal
Ilyssa Levins
Wilbur Levinsohn
Catherine Lewis
Wendy Lindquist
Parke Logan
Sally Lord
Karen Lotz-McMillen
Chris Louth
Ms. MaryBeth Luczak
Lindalea Pite Ludwick
Linda Ludwig
Ms. Barbara Lunnemann-Sedivy
Pamela Maher
Kathleen Malloy
Hugh Manke
Marc & Margaret Mann 1

Mr. & Mrs. Joan & Stuart Margolis
Judith Marshall
Digna Marte
Courtney Martin
Elizabeth Martin
Ms. Judith Martin
Gail M. Marton
Dr. Sherene Mason
Suzanne Matheson
Cathleen Maynard
Ann & Sanford Mazeau
Jamie & Thomas McCauley
Robert McCoole
Susan McDonald & Corey Stone 1

Jane McDonough
Carol McFarland
Julie McNeill
Thomas Meiklejohn
Mollie Melbourne
Lois & Alan Meyers 1

Janet Weiswasser Michaelson
Kerri-Anne Miller
Patricia Miller

Ricki Miller 1

Andrea Moore
Loretta Mulle
Ann Mulready
Kayla Murnick
Alden & Jamie Murphy
Cassandra Murphy
Jane Murphy
Stephen Murphy Jr.
Winifred & Salvatore Naclerio
John Nagle
Kimberly Napp
Sharon Navarro
Laura Noe 1

Patricia & Raymond Noeker 1

Norwalk Acts 2

Mary & Roger Nosal
Abigail O’Keefe
Mary Ellen O’Neill
Mary Oster
Rita Owen
Danielle Paolillo
Diane Parrish
Elizabeth Pasieka
Rhonda Pattberg
Emily S. Peel
Irene Peluso
Jessica Pennfield
Susan Perl
Phyllis & William Peterson 1

Marianne Pilato
Wayne Pipke
Kathleen & Jonathan Plucker
Linda & Michael Polke
Rabbi & Mrs. James & Elana Ponet
Diana Posada
Miraflor Powe
Vernon Powe
Karen Powell
Austin Provost
Annette Raetz
Kendra Ranelli
Shelly Ransom
Laurie & Roy Regozin 1

Kathleen Richards
Seth Riemer
Diana Rigg
Victoria & David Roberts 1

Susan & Clinton Rodenberg
Mary Ross
Mrs. & Mr. Jeanne & Paul Russ 1

Christie Sanders
Sally & Jack Sanders
Pam Stanton & John Sawyer
Janet Hall & David Schaefer 1

Mary Schlegel
Paula Schlick
Betsy Schwammberger 1

Micaela Schweitzer-Bluhm
Karen Scialabba
The Scripps Family
John Sellati
Eileen Severino
Laurel Shader & Jon Zonderman
Aaron Shansky
Lynne Shapiro
Dr. & Mrs. William & Wendy Sherman

Joseph Shortall
Shubert Theater 2

Rise Siegel
Tina Silidker 1

Susan Skorvanek
William Skorvanek
Arietta Slade 1

Cydney Slotoroff
Erika Smith
Heidi L. Smith 1

Mrs. Heidi Smith
Karen Smith
Rachel Smith
Laura Sorensen
Brice Soucy
Christopher Spadaro
Eve Sprotzer
Sandra Stein
Carolyn Stephan
Hope Stevens
Missy Stevens 1

Lee & Peter Stolzman
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth & Katherine Stone
Heather Sullivan
Super Wash Laundry
Verna Swann
Dr. & Mrs. Anne & Thomas Sweeney
Barbara Syombathy
Virginia Syombathy
Patricia Syvertsen 1

Nancy & Tom Tamis
Tabith Tashjian
Pamela Taylor
Joanna Teodosio
Alan Theriault
Marjorie & Bruce Thompson
Kyn Tolson 1

Gina Troisi
Vilandria Turner
Antoinette Tyndall 1

United Way of Massachusetts Bay  
& Merrimack Valley

University of Connecticut Department 
of Student Activities

John Valeri
Ann Veilleux
Amy & Ronald Vender
John Videler
Malavika Vidwans
Michelle Vieira
Amy Viellieu
Theresa Vinci
Dinah Virgulto
Dr. Jojo Vitamins 2

Janna Wagner
Nancy Elizabeth Wallace &  

Peter Banks
Andrew Wallstein
Suzanne & Timothy Waters 1

Deborah Watson
Denise Webb 1

Elizabeth Weber
Arri Weeks
Drs. Susan & Norman Weinberger
Tina Weiner
Abigail Wender
Jeanne Wendschuh

1 Has given for 5 or more consecutive years  2 Event sponsor
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Noa Wheeler
Whittlesey 2

Elisabeth Wickeri
Nick Wiehler
Jean Williams
Mary Sylvina Williams
Krishna Winston
Joanne & Paul Wislocki 1

Susannah Wood
Sarah Woodroofe
Miranda Wright
Angela Yannes
Susan Yolen
John Young
Karen Young
Ann Zaaijer
Susan Zarbo 1

Kathleen Zarro
Mark Zelinsky 1

Myra & Joseph Zelson
Barbara & Terence Zemetis
Elisabeth Zemetis
Lorraine Zimniewicz
Christopher Zollo
Kyle Zukauskas

MATCHING GIFTS
Avangrid
Blue Snap
Pfizer
United Health Group

IN HONOR OF
In Honor of Sandra Allison

Alexandra Zaleta
In Honor of Diane Ariker

William and Wendy Sherman

In Honor of Lori Church
Angela Altoe
Julie Kahn

In Honor of Barbara Mulle Clerkin
Loretta Mulle
Amy Viellieu

In Honor of Joshua Copel, MD
Ronald Vender

In Honor of Olivia Kathleen Davis
Joanna Teodosio

In Honor of Courtney & Reid Goodale
Eden Diamond

In Honor of Paula Grimm
Gilda Iaia

In Honor of Jeff Hartmann
Sandra and Eric Hartmann
Mary Nosal

In Honor of Suzannah Holsenbeck
Susan Yolen

In Honor of Carla and Bob Horwitz
James and Elana Ponet

In Honor of Jane Katz
Karen Cohen

In Honor of Shari Levins
Daniel & Mary Hoffman

In Honor of Brett Maynard’s  
Bat Mitzvah Project
Richard Barreso
Cathleen Maynard

In Honor of Shelly Mazeau
Ann Mazeau

In Honor of Peni Plucker
Dr. & Mrs. Plucker

In Honor of Peter & Lee Stolzman
Janis Fletcher

In Honor of Kyn Tolson
Abigail Wender

In Honor of Janice Wiggins  
(Douglas Lane)
Lorraine Zimniewicz

In Honor of Dorothy Young
John Young

In Honor of The Amazing Read  
to Grow Volunteers
Suzannah Holsenbeck

In Honor of All Early Readers  
in Connecticut
Gail M. Marton

IN MEMORY OF
In Memory of Joan and Harry Bailey

Elizabeth Bailey Geib
In Memory of Elizabeth Batchelder

Hope Stevens
In Memory of Anna Bombaci

Linda & Jay Polke
In Memory of William Bouton, Esq.

Michael Bouton
W. Alison Huszar

In Memory of Harper Olivia Brown
Donna Greene
Mary Ross

In Memory of Elda Buxton
Jennifer Geisler

In Memory of Barbara Checknoff
Seth Riemer

In Memory of Tim Cole
Missy Stevens

In Memory of Mr. and Mrs. Anthony 
Davella, Sr.
Daisy Adams Ellard

In Memory of Joseph DeAnnuntis
Ricki Miller

In Memory of Virginia Dunklau
Patricia Clark

In Memory of Gloria Esposito
Eileen Severino

In Memory of Kay Farina
Rory Blakeslee

In Memory of Barbara Hutchinson
Richard Hutchinson

In Memory of Raymond Lacasse
Robin Baker
Pamela Calapai
Kim Carney
Lucille Jessey
Cassandra Murphy
Victoria Roberts
John Sellati
Theresa Vinci

In Memory of Nancy Lindley
Wendy Lacasse

In Memory of Sarah and  
Christopher Quimby
Janet & Richard Daigle

In Memory of Sally and Guy Sapiro
Janet & Richard Daigle

In Memory of Charles and  
Margaret Schlegel
Mary Schlegel

In Memory of Marjorie Clough Shapiro

Lynne Shapiro

In Memory of Joni Thomas

Jacquelyn Courtmanche

In Memory of Pamela  

Vuillemenot Waesche

Eden Diamond

In Memory of Alexine Wallace

Cydney Slotoroff

In Memory of Brian Welch

Wendy Lacasse

IN KIND
Nina Bentley

Connecticut Distributors

Pamela Einarsen Photography

Susan Klau

Film League

Fountainhead Wines

Grapevine Wines

Jeff Hartmann

Hummingbird Healing Center

Dick Kalt

Debby Katz Interiors

Lisa Maass

Main Street Reps

Andrew Maskoff

Minuteman Press

Jack Mulqueen

Ian O’Malley

RJ Julia Booksellers

Dawn and Gerry Sampere

Gayle Shuman Events

Norm Siegel

Stew Leonards

Tito’s Liquor

Videler Photography

Westport Library

Yale University

Zucca Gastrobar

If we have inadvertently omitted a 
name, printed a name incorrectly, or 
categorized any donor incorrectly, 
please accept our apologies. Also, 
please call us at 203.488.6800 so 
that we can correct our records. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOOK DRIVE DONATIONS (OVER 500 BOOKS)
Advanced Grow Labs
Anonymous
Center Elementary School
Center for Excellence in 

Developmental Disabilities
Centreville Bank Charitable 

Foundation
The Children’s Center of Hamden
Winette Court
Dylan Creutzmann
CT State Library
East River Energy,Inc.
Mete Erdil
Zuri Flemming
Mr. Timothy Galvin
Gideon Welles School
Anna Gjervold
Kate Gjervold

Heather Patricia Glynn
Guilford Friends of the Library
Junior League of Eastern  

Fairfield County
Shari Kaufman
Justine Laureano
Elizabeth Magnuson
Mary Griswold Elementary School
Brett Maynard
Moran Middle School
New Haven Federation of Teachers
Oxford Middle School
Dominic Proscino
Rudrh Qasba
R.J. Julia Booksellers, Ltd.
Fiona Rossi
Tang Soo Do Masters Alliance
Turkey Hill School

1 Has given for 5 or more consecutive years  2 Event sponsor

VOLUNTEERS
We are so grateful for our incredible volunteers who gave a combined 
total of 3,387 hours to our programs, which is the equivalent of $123,428.

Eileen Acampora
Deb Ahern
Kadee Alonso
Marguerite Alpert
Lois Babey-Finn
Corinne Brown
Darlene Brzoska
Susan Carson
Haydee Cartagena
Carolyn Casey
Monica Chusid
Barbara Clerkin
Julie  Corroon
Andi Dinitz
Nicole Donovan
Diana Draper
Chloe Emilio
Liza Emilio
Bobbi Essagof
Elaine Evans
Rimma Gofman
Camille Golod
Bill Grimm
Sue Hall
Heidi Hammer
Lorelei Heidkamp
Rita Hennessey
Shira Honigstein
Deb Hoyt
Katherine Huber
Dianne Hughes
Jax Katynski
Deborah Kelly
Jessica Klein
Joanne Kletecka
Susan Klug
Wendy Lacasse
Maureen Liebergall
Mary Jo Longstreth
Beth Mariotti

Judith Martin
Annette McIntyre
Nan McKay
Norah McPartland
Nisa Mellin
Fathima Mohammed Kamil
Susan Moher
Mary Molloy
Chris Mordecai
Judy Morelli
Julie  Morris
Premilla Mudduswamy
Jack Mulqueen
Mary Parker
Barbara Pendziwater
Deidre Price
Nancy Reynolds
Julie Rosemarin
Hannah Schneewind
Erika Smith
Heidi L.  Smith 
Heidi S. Smith 
JJ Smith 
Meredith Smith
Ronnie Stanford
Sherry Stekloff
Carolyn Stephan
Diana Stricker
Allura  Thompson
Joe Tomasello
Margie Vamvakis
Anne Verzella
Dinah Virgulto
Mary Welch
Donna Wrubel
Ann Zaaijer
Citizens Bank
St. Dunstan Parish
York Correctional Institute
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53 School Ground Road
Unit 3
Branford CT 06405

Visit us at
www.readtogrow.org
: ReadtoGrowCT    : readtogrow

save the date
	�  05.01.25

2525
yearsyears

CELEBRATINGA Night for the Books
Literacy Champion Awards & Fundraiser 

at the Westport Library

presents


