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TO GROW

building literacy from birth

Books Light the Way

A message from Executive Director Suzannah Holsenbeck

y nine-year-old recently underwent
aroutine surgery, and during the
preoperative process, when the

surgeon, anesthesiologist, nurses and child life
specialist came to check in with him before the
procedure and ask him if he had any questions,
he stumped each of them with, “Well, what’s
your favorite book?” It is worth clarifying that
we did not discuss this question in advance,
and despite my day job, this query was all his
own. It is also worth noting that the awesome
medical providers were genuinely surprised by
the question, and while 1 won’t call them out
here, the child life specialist was the only adult
to have a genuine answer.

I share this anecdote for several reasons,
including, admittedly, parental pride, but
mostly because we were in a clinical setting
and books were the comfort my son reached
for, and more deeply, the feeling of liking and
loving books and stories being shared at a
moment of deep anxiety struck me as quite
profound.

A study from the University of Florida
and University College London published in
August 2025 in the journal iScience found that
daily reading for pleasure in the United States
has dropped by more than 40% since 2003.
Many reasons for this issue exist, including
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OUR MISSION: Read to Grow promotes language skills and literacy for
children, beginning at birth, and supports families as their babies’ first teachers.

the fast rise of smartphone culture,
increasing economic pressures,

a decline in leisure time, and a
decline in accessible, high-quality
reading materials.

It is this last challenge that
Read to Grow has taken on
headfirst. Whether it’s launching
our 20th Books for Babies hospital
partnership with UConn John
C. Dempsey Hospital this fall,
hosting our third highly successful
Family Day onsite at Read to
Grow, or nearly doubling the number of
stops our Bookmobile made year over year,
we are committed to increasing access and
reaching the 35,000 newborns and 180,000
children between the ages of birth-s5 living in
Connecticut. And thanks to the data mapping
work we've undertaken with North Arrow this
year, we are able to be laser-focused on where
the need is greatest.

I am very lucky to have a schedule that
allows me to put my children to bed nearly
every night, and in our nightly routine, we
still sometimes read picture books, but
more often than not, we are now reading
chapter books aloud. We just finished Kate
DiCamillo’s fabulous, The Tale of Despereaux,

Popcorn & PJs Launches 2025-26 Season
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Have you heard? Popcorn & PJs is back for another cozy season of stories
and smiles! We're delighted to welcome a stellar lineup of authors this fall,

Popcorn & PJs!

including the wildly imaginative Stephen
& Shaskan, creator of the fan-favorite Pizza and
Taco graphic novel series. Stephen will help
us wrap up the Fall 2025 season with a special
December double feature—marking the very
first time graphic novels take center stage for

It’s a can’t-miss milestone that promises
fun, laughs, and a fresh way to ignite your
child’s imagination, all from the comfort of home. And remember—
Popcorn & PJs makes a delightful holiday surprise for the little
bookworms in your life. To see the full lineup and grab your tickets,
head over to our website today!

The first family to receive Read to Grow books at UConn Health
through Books for Babies enjoy Welcome To The World! together.

featuring a very tiny hero of the mouse variety
and a funny, tragic tale about the decisions

we must make while stumbling towards our
better selves. ] won't give away the ending
(you should really read it if you haven’t! And
preferably aloud with someone!), but the

coda brought me to tears, an occurrence my
children find amazing:

I'would like it very much if you thought of
me as a mouse telling you a story, this story, with
the whole of my heart, whispering it in your ear
in order to save myself from the darkness, and to
save you from the darkness, too.

“Stories are light” Gregory the jailer told
Despereaux.
Reader, I hope you have found some light here.

Our Annual Report
and Appreciations

Please see pages 4-7 for
our annual report and
treasurer’s report for the
2024-25 fiscal year, which
ended June 30, 2025.
Also on those pages is our
appreciation to donors,
book-drive organizers and
volunteers.
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Why Early Intervention with Dyslexia Is Critical

Dyslexia is a specific learning disability that
affects how people read, especially sounding
out words, recognizing them quickly and
correctly, and spelling. It starts with the way
the brain is wired—it’s not a matter of low
intelligence or low effort. A dyslexic student
will likely have significant difficulty learning
to read if appropriate intervention does not
occur in a timely manner.

Although young children typically are not
ready to read until kindergarten, they can be
prepared to learn to read as early as soon as
they are born.

At the State Education Resource Center
(SERC), we support all learners, and we
recognize that families and caregivers are
equal partners in a child’s education. Use
these helpful tips to prepare your child for
reading and writing success in school. If you
ever have a question or concern about your
child’s literacy and language development,
talk to their healthcare provider or their
teacher, if they are in school.

« Use strong facial expressions and tones to
show the child what’s happening when you
read, tell a story, or listen to a story.

o Let children enjoy stories over and over
again. Repetition helps the brain learn!

e Talk to your child constantly. Talk to them
about everything they're seeing and doing.

Read to Grow Welcomes New Board Members

Read to Grow is proud to welcome three

new members to our board of directors: Dr.
Shabnam Lainwala, Kymberlee Powe, and John
Toscano. Each brings a unique and powerful
perspective to our mission—united by a
shared passion for early literacy, equity, and
community empowerment.

A physician, researcher, and passionate
literacy advocate, Dr. Lainwala directs the
Regional Neonatal Neurodevelopmental
Follow-Up Program at Connecticut Children’s
Medical Center. She has led an innovative
NICU reading initiative, helping lay the

Dr. Shabnam Lainwala
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Kymberlee Powe

Even if they cannot answer you yet, speaking
to them teaches them about how language
works.

e Teach your child the alphabet. Once they
recognize some letters, point them out
wherever you see them, especially the
ones in their name. Around age 2-3, most
children can start to learn the sounds that
letters make. You can find many songs on
YouTube that teach the appropriate sounds
for each letter.

We have countless individuals working
tirelessly to advocate for dyslexics across
Connecticut. The Connecticut State
Department of Education’s Office of
Dyslexia and Reading Disabilities (ODRD)
has partnered with agencies from across
Connecticut, including SERC. The year-long
Dyslexia Awareness Collaborative, led by
Kristin Allen at the ODRD, is packed with
coordinated activities that help people better
understand dyslexia and work toward making
sure all students are identified and supported
fairly. You can learn more here: @El @

We also encourage you to :?1‘
take advantage of our library, &l f i "(J':F-_l
where we offer thousands of =i At
resources for young children (O] -;S;b
on literacy, language development, and so
much more. Visit www.ctserc.org/library for

groundwork for healthy brain and language
development from birth. “Dr. Lainwala
embodies the deep connection between health
and literacy,” said Board Chair Dr. Monette
Ferguson. “Her leadership in neonatal care and
her commitment to providing early language
experiences reflect the very heart of our work
at Read to Grow. We are honored to have her
expertise and advocacy on our board.”

As the Children and Young Adult
Consultant for the Connecticut State Library,
Kymberlee Powe is a recognized leader in
building inclusive and equitable library

John Toscano

more information.
Claire Conroy, Literacy Consultant with SERC
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collections. Her work ensures young people
across the state have access to books that
reflect and affirm their identities. “Kymberlee’s
deep understanding of youth engagement and
inclusive literature will be instrumental as we
continue expanding access to books for all
Connecticut families,” shared Vice Chair Dr.
Carla Horwitz. “She brings a vital voice and
fresh energy to our board.”

With more than three decades of
experience in accounting and advisory services
for educational institutions, John Toscano
has long been a trusted voice in nonprofit
financial stewardship. He currently leads the
independent school segment at CLA, guiding
institutions through complex fiscal challenges
with clarity and integrity.

“John’s insight into nonprofit financial
management is unmatched,” said Board
Treasurer Jane Lee. “He brings not only
expertise but also a strong commitment to
our mission. His presence will strengthen the
foundation of Read to Grow as we continue to
grow strategically and sustainably.”




A New Connection for a Stronger Start: Read to Grow

Partners with 211

We're thrilled to share exciting news: prenatal
families in Connecticut who dial 211 can now
be directly connected to Read to Grow!

Thanks to a new partnership with the
United Way’s 211 service, families seeking
support during pregnancy will now be
introduced to Read to Grow’s free early
literacy programs. This means that as soon as
a family reaches out through 211 for help or
information, they’ll be offered access to our
literacy resources and can even be signed up
over the phone to start receiving free books
right at home.

What makes this so powerful is that it
reaches families at one of the most critical
moments: before their child is born. Research
shows that early exposure to language—even
in the womb—has a profound impact on brain
development and future reading success.
Through this collaboration, more families will

be empowered to begin their child’s literacy
journey from day one.

This partnership represents more than just
an expansion of services. 1t’s a milestone in
creating a more connected, equitable support
system for families across Connecticut. It
ensures that early literacy isn’t something
parents have to discover by chance; instead, it
becomes part of the fabric of prenatal care and
community support.

As we continue working to close literacy
gaps and build strong foundations for every
child, this collaboration is a reminder of what’s
possible when organizations come together
with a shared vision. We're proud to stand
alongside 211 in making sure that every family,
no matter their circumstances, has access
to the tools they need to nurture a love of
reading—from the very beginning.

Kascia Williams, Program Director, Read to Grow

Families choosing books together at our Fall Into
Reading Family Day.

Empowering Families Through Reading: A Year of Popcorn & PJs with
Western Connecticut Regional Adult & Continuing Education Program

Western Connecticut Regional Adult and
Continuing Education (WERACE) was proud
to partner with Read to Grow last year to
bring Popcorn & PJs book nights to our Adult
Education Family Literacy ESL programs. Each
month, families received a special kit with a
new children’s book. Parents practiced reading
the books during the program alongside their
children, then brought the experience home—
reading aloud, completing activities, and

even tuning into live author readings. These
opportunities sparked excitement for reading

and helped families begin building lasting
home libraries.

The results were inspiring. More than
300 families participated in Popcorn & PJs
throughout the school year, and the kits had a
clear impact on family engagement. Attendance
on nights when the kits were featured increased
by over 22% compared to average rates. Just as
importantly, 88.52% of parents and guardians
enrolled in the family literacy program
reported that the book kits strengthened their
ability to support their child’s literacy at home.

WERACE’s mission centers on advancing
adult education and empowering parents as
learners. This partnership with Read to Grow
reinforced that mission by equipping parents
with tools to strengthen their own literacy
while modeling reading for their children.

In turn, parents gained confidence, children
gained support, and together families built a
multigenerational love of reading that bridges
home and school.

Rick Raucci, Director of the Danbury Adult
Education Program

25 Years of Impact: A Night for the Books and Lifelong Literacy

This May, Read to Grow returned to the
beautiful Westport Library to host a truly
special edition of our annual fundraiser,
A Night for the Books—one that not
only brought together our community in
celebration of literacy but also marked an
incredible milestone: our 25th anniversary.
For a quarter-century, Read to Grow has
worked to build a future where every child
in Connecticut begins life with the tools to
thrive, starting with the simple, powerful act
of reading. What began in 2000 as a small
program with a big mission has blossomed
into a statewide movement, distributing
more than 2.8 million books and supporting

hundreds of thousands of families on their
early literacy journeys.

This year’s event honored a figure whose
contributions have been deeply woven into
our story. We were proud to present our
inaugural Lifetime Achievement Award to
Nancy Elizabeth Wallace, celebrated children’s
book author and illustrator. Nancy’s books
have introduced more than 400,000 newborns
and their families to the joy of reading and the
power of early literacy.

Thanks to the generosity of our
community, we raised over $130,000 through
sponsorships, paddle raises, our silent auction,
and the always-popular mystery pulls.

As we look ahead to the next 25 years,
we're filled with gratitude. Your partnership
fuels our work and ensures that every child
statewide has the chance to begin life with
words, stories, and possibilities. Thank you for
standing with us.
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A MESSAGE FROM JANE LEE

Read to Grow’s fiscal year from July 2024-June 2025 saw
the expansion of programming in response to community
needs. We celebrate the following highlights:

¢ Books for Babies distributed 38,150 books to 25,000
expecting families and families with newborns.

« Books for Kids provided 63,185 children’s books to 21,000
children and their families.

Our highly popular Bookmobile made 145 stops across
the state and gave out 11,762 books to delighted children,
marking a 30% increase in stops and book distribution
since last year.

In September 2024, we announced our fifth season

of Popcorn & PJs: Virtual Family Storytimes with
sponsorships from Citizens Bank and Connecticut
Humanities. We began a new partnership with Danbury &
Milford Adult Education programs and the seven author
experiences were enjoyed by more than 2,000 people.

Over the course of the year, the Newborn Project
expanded to four more hospitals, including Bristol
Hospital, Stamford Hospital, MidState Medical Center,
and Danbury Hospital.

Also in 2025, the NICU Project launched at Backus
Hospital, the fifth location through which we provide
literacy support and books to families of infants
receiving care in neonatal intensive care units.

In May 2025, we celebrated our 25th Anniversary with “A
Night For the Books” at the Westport Library. The event
honored Nancy Elizabeth Wallace, the author of Welcome
to the World!, with a Lifetime Achievement Award.

Our dedicated crew of amazing volunteers served a total
of 3,645 hours, which is valued at $140,077.

o We received a clean audit from the accounting firm
Whittlesey.

We are humbled and deeply grateful for the wonderful
support of our volunteers and donors who enable

us to continue our critical early literacy work across
Connecticut.

Jane Lee, Treasurer
Read to Grow Board

This annual report is available online at www.readtogrow.org/
newsletters-and-annual-reports/
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PUBLIC SUPPORT AND REVENUES

Donated Books and Services $ 67,332
Foundations and Corporate Grants 743,030
Individual Contributions 255,325
Other Income 2,250
Program Revenue 85,080
Roxanne J. Coady Fund - Investment Gain 13,281
Special Events 185,717
Total Public Support and Revenues $ 1,352,015

Roxanne J. Coady Special Events

Fund— 13.7%
Investmoent Gain Donated Books
1% and Services
5.0%
Program Revenue
6.3%
Other Income ®&—— Foundations
0.2% and Corporate
Grants
55.0%

Individual ———e
Contributions

18.9%
FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES
Programs $ 1,104,215
Management and General 182,516
Development and Fundraising 139,680
Total Functional Expenses 1,486,411
Change in Net Assets $  (134,390)
Development and Fundraising
9.4%
Management l
and General
12.3%
Programs
78.3%
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We thank all our donors in the last fiscal year (July 1, 2024-June 30, 2025). The names of donors who gave “In Honor” or “In Memory” of
someone appear in those special categories near the end of the listings.

OUR DONORS

NOBEL PATRON

(525,000 AND ABOVE)

Centreville Bank Charitable
Foundation '
Community Foundation for
Greater New Haven''
Community Health Network
of Connecticut, Inc.

Fund for Greater Hartford'

Hartford Hospital Auxiliary '?

Kate and Bill Lee !

Carolyn Millstein '

The Neag Foundation

The Scripps Family Fund for Education
and the Arts'

The Seedlings Foundation '

Sirely Shaldjian'

State of Connecticut

Treasure Hill Foundation''

Viking Global Foundation

Yale New Haven Children’s Hospital '

PULITZER PATRON

($10,000-$24,999)

Barnes Foundation

J. Walton Bissell Foundation

Lyman B. Brainerd Jr. Family
Foundation '

Citizens Bank '

Barbara & Tom Clerkin

The Community Foundation of
Greater New Britain

Danbury Public Schools
(Adult Education)

The Elkes Foundation''

Ensworth Charitable Foundation,
Bank of America N.A. Trustee

David and Geri Epstein
Private Foundation

ForGood Fund

The Gawlicki Family Foundation '

Middlesex Hospital '

Daniel & Sharon Milikowsky
Family Foundation '

Catherine Pepe'

Elizabeth M. Pfriem Foundation

The Stocker Foundation

United Way of Coastal and Western
Connecticut '

CALDECOTT PATRON

($3,000-59999)

Altrusa International NECT
Foundation '

John and Margaret Brewer ?

Central National Gottesman
Foundation 2

Roxanne and Kevin Coady '

Community Foundation of
Middlesex County

Fairfield Women's Exchange

Mr. and Mrs. William Foulds Family
Foundation, Bank of America N.A.
Trustee '

"Has given for 5 or more consecutive years

R.S. Gernon Trust, Bank of America
N.A. Trustee

The Maximilian E & Marion O.
Hoffman Foundation

Diane and Penn Holsenbeck '

Linda Ludwig

Katharine Matthies Foundation,
Bank of America N.A. Trustee '

Lori Mclnerney '

NewAlliance Foundation '

Frank Loomis Palmer Fund, Bank of
America N.A. Trustee

RJ. Julia Booksellers, Ltd.?

Kelly Reilly

The Nora Roberts Foundation

Robinson & Cole 2

SBM Charitable Foundation, Inc.'

Ronnie and Thomas Stanford 2

United Way of Coastal and
Western Connecticut '

Susan Devokaitis and Charles Weedon

Nancy Wilson

NEWBERY PATRON

($1,000-$2,999)

The Alliance For Community
Empowerment ?

Diane and Walter Ariker '

Blueway Commons "2

Bodenwein Public Benevolent
Foundation, Bank of America N.A.
Trustee

Branford Community Foundation''

The Chaney Family Foundation

The Connecticut Project

Joshua & Alix Copel'

Dime Bank Foundation

Drum Hill Capital

Entrepreneur’s Source

Wendy Epstein

Gail Erickson and Christa Rice

Fair Haven Community
Health Center 2

First County Bank Foundation

Franklin Philanthropic Foundation

Jennifer Geisler

Hartford Hospital *

Jeff and Marisa Hartmann '

Jacqueline Hubbard and
Norm Needleman ?

lon Bank Foundation

Katherine Kohari M.D.

Wally and Christine Lamb

Shari Kaufman and Michael Levins

Karen Liss Uomoleale and Armand
Uomoleale, William Raveis

Maureen and Dwight Lopes '

Allyson Maida

Tim Manning

Milford Public Schools

Pitney Bowes Foundation

Lucien B. & Katherine E. Price
Foundation

Timothy Roof

2 Event sponsor

The Schneider Foundation''
Sandy Seidman

Jean and Donald Showalter'
William Thomas

The Ernest and Joan Trefz Foundation''
Updike, Kelly & Spellacy, P.C.2
Burton Welly

Andrew Wingate

Tanya Bilchik & Randy Wingate
Yale Maternal Fetal Medicine ?
Yale New Haven Hospital 2

NUTMEG PATRON
(9500-$999)
Act Il Thrift Shop'
Terri and Bruce Alpert
Anonymous Donor '
Nancy and Rick Antle
Branford Elks Club
Eileen Browne
Linda and Vincent Calarco
Jennifer and Alan Clement
Patricia and Keith Cunningham '
Dental 365 ?
Robert Dimella
Ray Fair
Olivia & John Farr
Dolores Garcia-Blocker *
Susannah Gardiner and
David Kornblau
Norma and Wilhelm Gauster '
Shelley and Gordon Geballe !
Marjorie and Frank Gillis '
Sallie T. Gouverneur '
Helen . Graham Charitable
Foundation '
Elaine Guillot
The Hagani Foundation '
Janet and Craig Hayman
Katherine Kahan
Alyssa Kent
Susan and George Klug'
Jean and Nick Lamont
Jane Lee and Andrew Ehrgood '
Buzzy And Harriet Levin Fund
Diane Lowman Foundation
Mark Mangino
David Margolis '
Mr. and Mrs. George and
Elizabeth Martin
New England Capital
Steve Paquette
Bonnie Patten & George Brencher
Mr. and Mrs. Nancy and Tom Patton
Piper Paul *
Irene Peluso
Janie Pressley
Jeffrey M Reilly
Anna Reiter
Adrienne Santiago
Margot and Joseph Sheehan'’
Dee Skott
Sarah Sullivan-Singh '
lan Warburg

Allen Waxman
Diana and Charles Wakerley

PAGE TURNER

($250-$499)

Joan Abruzzo

Gwen Baker

J F Barandiaran

Tammy Barry

Nancy Bauer

Blue Horizons Club

Monica and Adam Chusid

Jane Condon and Kenneth Bartels

Ms. Pamela Crair

CT Dental Health Partnership

Mr. and Mrs. Eden and
Howard Diamond '

Nicole Donovan

Adam Drake

Diana Draper

Judith Duran'!

Liza Emilio

Mindi Englart

Bobbi and Eliot Essagof

Nicole Finocchio

Elizabeth Fox'

Deborah Freedman &
Ben Arthur Ledbetter '

Julia and Keith Frey '

Ms. and Mr. Jennifer and Peter Fusco '

Laurene and John Gandolfo

Nicki Golos

Zadelle and Arthur Greenblatt '

Deborah Greig

Ms. Judith Hahn''

Heidi Hammer

Myra Healy

Suzannah Holsenbeck and
Robert Blocker '

Carla and Robert Horwitz '

Josh Hunold

Schuyler Huntoon'!

Dr. and Mrs. Susan and Jonathan Katz

Cory Kern

Joanne Kletecka

David Krauss

Jason Krauss

Dr. Shabnam Lainwala & Vijay Murthy

Nick Lebron

Michael Lemke

Ilyssa Levins

Rich Levins

Maureen Liebergall

Carol and Robert Lyons'

Elizabeth Marcotte

Mary Fund

Dr. Sherene Mason '

Christopher Mattei

Sarah Maybruck

Rick Mayer

Mollie Melbourne

Nisa Mellin

Danielle Mennin

Sean Mentzinger

Roslyn and Jerry Meyer

Allison Molkenthin

Amy Mule'

Kala Namasivayam

Patricia and Raymond Noeker '

New Haven Terminal, Inc.

Elizabeth O'Brien

Anthony Peluso

Kristin Raiche

Sharon Rosen

Jill Schuck Taylor

Karen Wendell and Joseph Scordato

Joseph Shortall

Shubert Theater

Ellen Shuman

Tina Silidker '

Elizabeth Silver-Schack

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church

United Way of Massachusetts Bay

Malavika Vidwans

Dr. Susan Weinberger

Astrid Weismann

Jeanne Wendschuh

Julie Whamond

Rebecca Boyd Whittico and
Mathew Whittico

FRIENDS

(UNDER $250)

ActBlue Charities

Suzanne Adams

Rhonda Aghassi

Elizabeth Alcorn

Richard Allington

Marguerite and Mark Alpert '
Patricia and Captain Joseph Anderson
Anonymous '

Carol Anselment !

Avangrid'

Robin Baker '

Melissa Baldino

Barbara and Robert Ballard
Kathy Barkin

Linda Barr and David Russell
Barbara and Harold Barringham '
Elizabeth Bartek

Geoffrey and Maureen Bartlett
Janet Beatty

Emerson Beckert

Ruth Benet

Nina Bently

Lawrence and Deborah Berliner !
Nancy Berliner

Bonnie Bernard

Anne S. Bingham

Rachel Black & Doug Cook
Diana Blau

Carol Blauvelt

Marilyn Boland

Diane Bolduc

Laurent Bonneau''

Tina Bory

Janet Boswell
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WE THANK OUR DONORS

FRIENDS

(UNDER $250)

Sandy and Myron Brand '

Beth and Leonard Bren

Carol Brennan

Molly Brethauer

Linda Brewster

Corinne Brown

Josiah Brown and Sahar
Usmani-Brown '

Keith Brown

Lesley Byrne

Sandra and Kevin Callinan''

Susan Cambria

Kathleen Capon

Heather Cardilicchia

Diane Carlson

Nancy Carrington

Haydee Cartagena

Laurie Case

Mr. and Mrs. William and
Carolyn Casey

Cerise Cauthron

Brittney Cavaliere'

Theresa and David Champagne '

Henry Chapman

Robin and Rob Charney '

Barbara Chesler

Chicken Soup For the Soul Publishing '

Jan Childs

Nessad Choudhury

Alex Cielo

Patricia Clark '

Julie Clarke

Cathy and Joseph Cohen''
Karen Cohen'!

Sue Cohen

Comcast Foundation
Community Dining Room
Shirley and Christopher Cowles
Deborah Crouch

CT Valley Region Porshe Club
Broadridge

Andrew Culross

Nichole Daegele

Janet and Richard Daigle
Mardi and Salvatore DAlessandro
Jane Davey

Jean Davis

Paul Delano

Kathleen DeMeo

Elizabeth Demir

Gina and Daniel Derrico
Sandra Dill

Elaine Dimpelfeld

Lisa Dondy and Bill Kaplan
Judy Donnelly

Deborah Donovan

Ellen Downes

Mara Dresner

Elizabeth Eckl

Elizabeth and John Edelglass
Meghan Edmonds

Dawn Eig
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Cynthia Eigen

Daisy Adams Ellard '

Luanne Eminger

Arline Epstein

Carlah Esdaile-Bragg

Lindsay Esposito

Tracy Everson

Marilyn Fappiano

Jill Fayan

Dr. Monette Ferguson '

Richard Field

Peter Fishman

Margaret Fitzpatrick

Ms. Anne L. Fleming

Janis and Michael Fletcher

Matt Foster

Ric Corn & Janis Fox

Gary and Linda Friedlaender

Nanette Gandelman

Tatiana Gardel

Thais Gardel

Doug Garner

Evan Garner

The Garner Family

Bonnie Gauthier

Madeleine Gazzolo

Carol Gershenson

Julie Gershon

Laurie and Thomas Gerundo '

Louis Gerundo !

Patricia Gibson

Susan Glantz

Rimma Gofman

Gail Goldblat

Linda Goodman

Sue and Chris Greaves '

Cynthia and David Greenblatt

Sally & Barclay Griffiths

Traci and Drew Grigg '

Paula and Bill Grimm '

Isabella Hammer

Carol and Robert Harlan'

Louisa Hartung

Meghan Hayden

Jack Mulqueen and
Christopher Henry '

Katherine and Alfred Herzog

Beth Hochhauser

Cathryn Holinger '

M. Susan Holmes and
Magdalena Reyna

Bryant Holsenbeck

Shira Honigstein

Hollace Hopkins '

Patricia Hoppin''

William Horne !

Abigail Hornstein

Katharine Huber

Dianne Hughes

Richard Hutchinson''

David laia

Gilda laia '

Joann IIDefonso

"Has given for 5 or more consecutive years

Jeffrey Elementary School
Melissa Jenkins
Arlene Johnson
Ruth and Roger Johnson
Elizabeth Jonas and Thomas Eisen
Myra Josephson
Fathima Kamil
Victoria Kann
Joanne Kant
Katherine Kanty
Nina Adams and Moreson Kaplan''
Neena Kapur
Pam and Eric Katynski
Alan Katz
Helen Kauder
Kurt Kaufman
Hali Keeler
Tara Keiser
Abigail Kies
David King
Jessica Klein
Amy Koslowsky
The Krasnor Family
Mrs. Karen Kremer
Henry Krokosky '
Nicholas Kurjiaka
Wendy Lacasse
Susan Lamar
Nancy Landauer
Dr. Marie Landry and

Dr. Peter Aronson '
Rita Langer
Patricia Lavery
Jennifer Leeper
Jamie Lehrer
Gerard Leonard
Jeffrey Leonard
Catherine LeRose
Ruth and Robert Lesser '
Pamela Lester
Joanne Lewis
William Lin
Lindquist Landscape Design
Susan Lipsett
Hilary Lister
Tanya Lloyd
Sally Lord
Marcena Love
Kimberly Lowe
Kerry M Lucas
Ms. MaryBeth Luczak '
Lindalea Pite Ludwick
David Lyons
Lisa & David Maass '
Amanda Magleby
Terese Maguire
Ms. Judith Martin
Gail M. Marton
Barbara Massey
Suzanne Matheson
Kirstin Mathias '
Heidi Mattson
Ann and Sanford Mazeau

2 Event sponsor
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Florence McBride
Jennifer McBurnie
Jamie and Thomas McCauley
Wendy McClure Giving Fund
Robert McCoole
Jackie & Greg McDermott
Susan McDonald and Corey Stone'
Carol McFarland
Ann McGovern
Jo Ann McGreevy
Julie McNeill
Kaitlyn McNelly
Mollie L Melbourne
Lois & Alan Meyers'
Ms. Cheryl Milano
Dr. and Mrs. Susan and David Millen
Andrea and Jon Miller
Ricki Miller '
Allison Molkenthin
Kimberly Montero
Christine Mordecai
Julie Rosemarin Moskowitz
Daniel Moss
Trudy Muhlbauer
Dr. Frank Murphy
Pamela Murphy
Reem Nasser
Sharon Navarro
Karen Nemiah
Nora Niedzielski-Eichner
Erica Nierendorf
Felice Nobile and
Martha Taylor-Nobile
Mary and Roger Nosal '
Laura O'Brien
Samantha Ocelik
Abigail O'Keefe
Mary Ellen O'Neill
Mary Oster
Rita Owen
Catherine Pamelard
Maureen and David Paquette
Elizabeth Pasieka
Isha Patnaik
Brenda Pelc-Faszcza
Neubert, Pepe & Monteith, P.C.
Luis Perez
Susan Perl
Alex Petersen
Phyllis and William Peterson''
Melissa and James Petropoulos
Laurie Pipke and Wayne Pipke
Linda and Michael Polke '
Annette Potasz '
Kymberlee Powe
Usha Prasad
Alaina Pyle
Karen Quercia
Kendra Ranelli
River Bend Bookshop
Laurie and Roy Regozin '
Jodi Reiner
Michelle Reiner

2025)

Bob Richards

Catherine Riordan & Kurt Raschi

Katherine Roberts

Victoria and David Roberts '

Lizzy Rockwell

Olivia Roos

Matthew Ellman & Laurie Ruderfer

Yaemish Rughoo

Mrs. and Mr. Jeanne and Paul Russ '

Patrica Sanders Romano

Kathleen Santillo

Pam Stanton and John Sawyer

Janet Hall and David Schaefer '

Susan Schaefer

Wendy Schaefer

Paula Schlick

Adreana Scussel

Cheryl Settos

Eileen Severino

Murphy A. Sewall

Laurel Shader & Jon Zonderman

Aaron Shansky

Nicole Sharma

Sheela Shenoi

Wendy Sherman

Mary and Steven Sigmon

Wendy Silver

Lori Silverman

Arietta and Sam Slade-Felder '

Lara Slotnick

Cydney Slotoroff'

Erika Smith

Heidi Smith!

Lauren Soloff

Debbie Solomon

Deborah Sopchak

Harriet Spear

Susan Richman Spigelman and
Walter Spigelman

Sandra Stein '

Lee and Peter Stolzman

Marie and David Stone

Theresa Sullivan

Robin Sumberg

Dr. and Mrs. Anne and
Thomas Sweeney

Barbara and Carlton Syombathy

Virginia Syombathy

Patricia Syvertsen''

Nancy and Don Tamis

Marissa Tartaglia

Tabith Tashjian

Chris Teare

Marjorie and Bruce Thompson

Janet Tirinzonie

Elise Tomasello

Ivette Torres

Gina Troisi

Marcia Turner

Vilandria Turner

Kevin Tuttle
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WE THANK OUR DONORS

FRIENDS

(UNDER $250)

Antoinette Tyndall'

Tzedakah House LLC

Maria Tziolis

United Health Group '

United Way of Central and
Northeastern CT

John Valeri

Emilia Van Beugen

Crystal Vancour

Veronica Vazquez

Claire Veater

Amy and Ronald Vender

Hyla and Barry Vine

Dinah Virgulto

Linda Waldman and Howard Sommer

Nancy Elizabeth Wallace &
Peter Banks

Andrew Wallstein

Suzanne and Timothy Waters '

Denise Duclos and Denise Webb '

Tina Weiner

Patty and Mark Welch

Carol Wenston

Ann Werner

Eugene Weston

Dorothy Weston Murphy

Kris Wetmore

Marilyn White

Penny Wickey

Michael Wilker

Fiona Wilkes

Virginia and John Wilkinson

Jean Williams '

Mary Sylvina Williams

Tracy Williams

Joanne and Paul Wislocki'

Susannah Wood

Sarah Woodroofe

Lindsay Wyman

Lutao Xie

Hui Yang

Erika Yarmoff

Margaret Yolen

Susan Yolen

Dr. and Mrs. Richard and
Dorothy Young

Susan Yutzey

Angela Zappia and Phillip Batchelor

Myra and Joseph Zelson '

MATCHING GIFTS
Avangrid

Standard & Poor’s
The Hartford

United Health Group

IN HONOR OF

In Honor of all of the teachers
completing another school year
Barbara Massey

In Honor of Eric and Alison Bischof
and Monk
Ms. Pamela Crair

"Has given for 5 or more consecutive years

In Honor of Paula Grimm
Gilda laia

In Honor of Hartford Hospital
Auxiliary
Katharine & Alfred Herzog

In Honor of Jeff Hartmann
Mary Nosal

In Honor of Pam Jarding
Elizabeth Eckl

In Honor of Gemma and Jack Killen
Patrica Sanders Romano

In Honor of Lisa Maass
Sandy Seidman

In Honor of James Mattei
Christopher Mattei

In Honor of Carolyn Matthes
Marilyn Fappiano

In Honor of Shelly Mazeau
Ann Mazeau

In Honor of Irene Peluso
Margaret Fitzpatrick

In Honor of Leighton & Hallie Rivera
Brittney Cavaliere

In Honor of Baby Rudman
Allyson Maida

In Honor of Jenny Shieh
Marie Landry & Peter Aronson

In Honor of Judith Spaar
Diane Carlson

In Honor of Peter & Lee Stolzman
Thomas Fletcher

In Honor of Tracy Vigiano
Susan & David Millan

In Honor of Janice Wiggins
Arlene Johnson

In Honor of Josie, Wyatt, &
Warren Wilkes
Brittney Cavaliere

IN MEMORY OF

In Memory of Bill Bouton
Mary Ellen O'Neill

In Memory of Elda Buxton
Jennifer Geisler

In Memory of David Dubow
Howard Diamond

In Memory of Miriam Epstein of
Manchester, CT
Steve Paquette

In Memory of Gloria Esposito
Melissa Baldino
Eileen Severino
Heidi Mattson

In Memory of Ella Ferencz
Heidi Mattson

In Memory of Barbara Hutchinson
Richard Hutchinson

In Memory of Sarah and
Christopher Quimby
Janet & Richard Daigle

In Memory of Sally and Guy Sapiro
Janet & Richard Daigle

In Memory of Michael Tosta
Linda & Jay Polke

2 Event sponsor
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In Memory of Laurel VanWilgen
Carol Brennan
Laurie Case
Robert Dimella
Dawn Eig
Gail Goldblat
Amy Koslowsky
Karen Quercia
Comcast Foundation
Jill Schuck Taylor
Janet Tirinzonie
In Memory of Sheila Walter
Michael Lemke

IN KIND

Artistic Image Salon
Autostrada

Bradford Renaissance Portraits
Monica Chusid

Barbara and Tom Clerkin
Susie Daut

Cynthia Gilette

Gouveia Vineyards

The Granola Bar

Gruel Britannica

H Salon

Heidi Hammer

Hartford Yard Goats
Suzannah Holsenbeck
Shira Honigstein
Lantern Point Taverna
Jennifer Lau

Levins Family

Lime Rock Park

Lipper International
Tina Lum

LuxGive

Maritime Aquarium
Maria Matluck

Miggs Burroughs

Mary and John Molloy
MOMA

Vijay Murthy

Mystic Aquarium

Nail Factory

NY Giants

Old Mill Grocery

lan O'Malley

Irene Peluso

RPM Raceway

Jen Seideman

Sky Zone

SoundWaters Public Sail
Ronnie Stanford
Stepping Stones Museum
Two Roads

John Videler

Body Fit Training Westport
Nancy Wilson

Yale University

If we have inadvertently omitted a
name, printed a name incorrectly, or
categorized any donor incorrectly,
please accept our apologies. Also,
please call us at 203.488.6800 so
that we can correct our records.

2024-JUNE 30,

BOOK DRIVE DONATIONS (OVER 500 BOOKS)

Anonymous

Ms. Kathryn Boyd
Brownstone Intermediate School
Calvin Hill Daycare Center
Reva Cohen

Maureen Connolly

CT State Library

East Hartford High School
Filling In The Blanks

Gideon Welles School

Gilead Congregational Church
Kate Gjervold

Guilford Free Library

Haddam Killingworth
Intermediate School

Junior League of Eastern Fairfield

County

Killingworth Elementary School

Aidan Mattiace

Emily McDonough
Oxford Middle School
R.J. Julia Booksellers, Ltd.
Susannah Richards

Evan Sulzycki

Westport Library

VOLUNTEERS

We are so grateful for our incredible volunteers who gave a combined
total of 3,645 hours to our programs, which is the equivalent of $140,077.

Deborah Ahern
Kadee Alonzo
Marguerite Alpert
Gwen Baker
Corinne Brown
Haydee Cartagena
Carolyn Casey
Julie Chetnik
Monica Chusid
Barbara Clerkin
Danielle Copes
Julie Corroon
Gina D’Errico
Nicole Donovan
Diana Draper
Stephanie Durso
Liza Emilio

Bobbi Essagof
Elaine Evans
Janet Foster
Camille Golod
Sue Hall

Heidi Hammer
Rita Hennessey
Cathy Holinger
Shira Honigstein
Deb Hoyt

Gina Kanter
Samantha Katrenya
Jax Katynski
Jessica Klein
Joanne Kletecka
Susan Klug
Wendy Lacasse
Karen Liss

Mary Jo Longstreth
Loretta Lyons
Beth Mariotti
Judith Martin
Sarah Maybruck

Nisa Mellin

Fathima Mohammed Kamil
Susan Moher

Mary Molloy

Chris Mordecai

Judy Morelli

Julie Morris

Jack Mulqueen

Kala Namasivayam
Mary Parker

Barbara Pendziwater
Jill Peterson

Nancy Reynolds
Will Roberts

Dave Roberts

Tree Roth

Hannah Schneewind
Jen Seideman

Jody Skiest

Lara Slotnick-Kurjiaka
Heidi Smith

Heidi L Smith
Joanne JJ Smith
Debbie Solomon
Ronnie Stanford
Sherry Stekloff
Carolyn Stephan
Diana Stricker
Marisa Tartague
Allura “Allie” Thompson
Joe Tomasello

Maria Tziolis

Margie Vamvakis
Anne Verzella

Dinah Virgulto

Mary Welch

Nancy Wilson
Donna Wrubel

Erika Yarmoff

Ann Zaaijer

FALL 2025 |7

2025)



3¢ READ
TO GROW

building literacy from birth

53 School Ground Road
Unit 3
Branford CT 06405

Visit us at
www.readtogrow.org
f: ReadtoGrowCT [B: readtogrow

SAVE THE
DATE

MAY 7, 2026, 6 PM
WESTPORT LIBRARY, WESTPORT

A very special Night for the
Books: Fundraiser and launch

of Read to Grow’s new baby book
for newborns!

TICKETS GO ON SALE IN JANUARY.

8 | FALL 2025

Our New Website

Read to Grow’s website has been completely redesigned with a fresh
look and exciting new features! Explore our interactive data maps to
discover the full impact of our work over the years. Visit readtogrow.org
today and experience the transformation for yourself!

", READ e e
TO GROW WhoWeAre - WhatWeDo - Why Weve Needed  Get Involved -

At Read to Grow,
we're building
literacy from the




