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OUR MISSION: Read to Grow promotes language skills and literacy for children, beginning at birth, and supports 
parents as their babies’ first teachers.

Shubert and Read to Grow Partner Up
Giving New Life for Children’s Stories on Stage

A children’s book turned into a play for stage can bring 
literature and the arts together in marvelous ways. It might 
spark new life in an old favorite, introduce children to an 
unfamiliar classic, or simply bring a family together for fun 
on a Saturday afternoon.

Today, after the Shubert in New Haven reached out 
to Read to Grow in 2014, the two have developed a special 
relationship. Each supports the other’s work. At every 

performance in its Children’s Series, the Shubert Theater collects donated children’s books for Read to 
Grow. The theater asks patrons coming to performances to bring new and gently used children’s books 
to place in bins in the lobby.

On a weekend preceding each performance, free workshops at several New Haven public libraries are 
given for children with a focus on the book that is the basis of the play. Shubert staff present the workshops, 

(Continued on page 2)

Our Annual Reports and 
Appreciations

Please see pages 3 through 6 for 

our annual report and treasurer’s 

report for the 2014–15 fiscal year, 

and for appreciations to donors 

and book drive organizers. We are 

grateful to them all. They make 

our work possible and have helped 

to change the lives of hundreds 

of thousands of children and 

families over the years.
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From Yale-New Haven Hospital

Pediatricians with REACH Take Part 
in Read to Grow Workshops
Acollaboration between a doctors’ 

residency training program at Yale-
New Haven Hospital and Read to Grow 

brings in pediatricians to our Branford office 
to learn more about early childhood literacy.

REACH (Resident Education and 
Advocacy in Community Health) for doctors 
in their second and third years of residency 
began at Hospital of St. Raphael in 2008. It 
has since been incorporated in the Yale-New 
Haven Hospital residency training. The 
purpose of REACH is to have doctors visit 
community programs to learn about and 
better understand their patients’ challenges 
and the resources available to them. 

Dr. Eliza Bullis, chief resident currently in 
charge of REACH, said, “It’s so important for 
doctors to have a more holistic understanding 
of patients, their families and communities.” 

About 75 pediatricians with REACH have 
come to Read to Grow over the years. Each 
has had an hour-long, one-on-one workshop 
with a Book for Babies staffer.

“We’ve been greatly impressed with the 
interest and enthusiasm of the pediatricians,” 
said Diane Visconti, Books for Babies 
associate. “And they tell us they’ve learned 
more about the importance of early reading.”  

Dr. Bullis concurred, adding that the 
feedback has been “overwhelmingly positive.” 

After her workshop at Read to Grow, 
Dr. Swati Antala said, “As someone who 
always loved to read, I am happy that, as a 
pediatrician, I can let parents and children 
know not only how enjoyable reading is but 
also how important to a child’s development. 
I am thankful for Read to Grow and other 
literacy organizations that help spread this 
important message.”

At our Branford office, the doctors hear 
about early brain development and the 
importance of parents building their babies’ 
language skills from “day one.” They are 
shown simple but engaging ways to help 
parents become their infants’ first teachers. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Dr. Laura White, a third-year pediatric resident at 
Yale-New Haven Hospital, visits Read to Grow as 
part of REACH training.

Prinect Trap Editor
Page is trapped with Prinect Trap Editor 5.0.77Copyright 2005 Heidelberger Druckmaschinen AGhttp://www.heidelberg.comTo view traps, delete traps or to get detailed trapping information,please contact your local Heidelberg office in order to get a freePrinect Trap Editor (Viewer) plug-in.Settings:Width: 0.089 mm  =  0.252 ptPrintorder: Magenta / Yellow / Black / Cyan / Step Limit: 25.0%Common Density Limit: 0.50Centerline Trap Limit: 100%Trap Color Scaling: 100.0%Image to Object Trapping: yesImage to Image Trapping: noBlack Width Scaling: 100.0%Black Color Limit: 95.0%Overprint Black Text: 24.0 ptOverprint Black Strokes: noOverprint Black Graphics: no



2 | SPRING 2016

NEWSLETTER OF READ TO GROW

A publication of Read to Grow, Inc.
53 School Ground Road

Branford, CT 06405
203.488.6800

readtogrow@readtogrow.org
www.readtogrow.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Roxanne J. Coady, Chair
John F. Wolter, Secretary
Jeff Hartmann, Treasurer
Joanne Cunard
Mary Kay Curtiss
Jennifer Fusco
Carla Horwitz

Julia Irwin
Lisa Maass
Phyllis McGrath
Bonnie Patten
Sandra Trevino
Karen Pritzker, Board 

Member Emeritus

ADMINISTRATION

Kyn Tolson, Executive Director
Robin Baker, Office Manager

FOUNDING SPONSORS

Citizens Bank
Community Foundation for Greater New Haven

R.J. Julia Booksellers

GIVING NEW LIFE FOR CHILDREN’S STORIES ON STAGE
(Continued from page 1)
reading the book and conducting craft 
activities with children and their families. At 
the end of the program, each child can choose 
a book, donated by Read to Grow, to take 
home. Said a staff member, “The kids and 
parents had a blast.”

The upcoming plays in the Children’s Series 
are: The Berenstain Bears LIVE! on February 27 
and Peter Rabbit Tales on April 23. For each play, 
there are two Saturday performances. The free 
library workshops—open to the public—are 
scheduled well in advance and are posted on 
the Shubert’s website. 

Prior performances in the series include 
Clifford the Big Red Dog Live! last fall.

The collaboration between the Shubert and 
Read to Grow came about two years ago when 
Kelly Wuzzardo, Director of Education and 

Outreach Initiatives for the theater, contacted 
Read to Grow. “The impetus for working 
(together) came from Matilda,” said Wuzzardo. 
“As a musical based on a book about a girl who 
loves to read, it was a natural connection for us 
to look for a partner like Read to Grow.”

“Read to Grow has strong ties to folks in 
the New Haven area,” said Linda Sylvester, 
Books for Kids Coordinator at Read to 
Grow. “It’s wonderful to collaborate with the 
Shubert and local libraries to bring books to 
children in the area, and to raise awareness in 
families of the importance of reading and the 
mission of our organization.” 

For more information about the shows, 
please call: 203.562.5666 or 888.736.2663, or 
visit: www.shubert.com.
—By Linda Sylvester

In Our Circle of Friends

An evening celebration in October at the Guilford Yacht Club was the kick-off event for 
our Circle of Friends. 

The new Circle of Friends designation acknowledges our generous and longtime 
donors. The complimentary event last fall was held in appreciation of their support.

The cocktail-hour gathering featured a talk by Annie Murphy Paul, author of “Origins: 
How the Nine Months before Birth Shape Our Lives” and a TED Talks presenter.

The initial members of our Circle of Friends (as denoted in the Annual Report listing) 
include: corporations and businesses that have made generous donations, excluding grants, 
over a three-year period (Corporate Circle); individuals who have given significantly over a 
three-year period (Gold Circle); and individuals who have donated $100 or more in each of 
the last five years (Sustaining Circle).

Pictured here are some of about 60 guests at the October 8th event.

Anne Gauthier of Middletown and Suzanne Frisch 
of Guilford

Annie Murphy Paul, speaker for the 
event and from New Haven

Virginia Van Dyk and Ginger Gillespie, both with the Hartford 
Hospital Auxiliary, and Priscilla Russo and Diane Visconti, both with 
our Books for Babies program

Bruce & Renee McIntyre of Madison Jack & Helen Davis of Madison

REACH PEDIATRICIANS
(Continued from page 1)
They also learn about the resources that Read 
to Grow and other agencies provide to both 
families and health-care providers. Read to 
Grow supplies them with folders of articles and 
research about early childhood literacy and tip 
sheets they can pass along to their patients.

After her visit to Read to Grow last year, 
Dr. Vicky Reichman arranged with her 
supervisor, Dr. Jasprett Loyal, for pediatric 
residents at Yale-New Haven to coordinate 
their hospital visits on the maternity unit 
with our Babies for Babies volunteers 
working there. The linking of the doctor 
visits with our volunteer visits aims to 
reinforce the importance of early childhood 
literacy instruction.
—By Diane Visconti
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We thank all our donors in the last fiscal year (July 1, 2014–June 30, 2015) and give special acknowledgment to those in our new Circle of 
Friends. This recognition includes the Corporate Circle (CC), the Gold Circle (GC) and the Sustaining Circle (SC). 

In the listings below, the designations of CC, GC and/or SC that follow names denote donors and their categories within our Circle of Friends.

NOBEL PATRON NOBEL PATRON ($25,000 AND UP)
Michael Vlock & Karen Pritzker – GC, SC

PULITZER PATRON PULITZER PATRON ($10,000–$24,999)
Alva G. Greenberg – GC, SC
Daniel & Sharon Milikowsky – GC, SC

CALDECOTT PATRON CALDECOTT PATRON ($3,000–$9,999)
Dr. Walter & Mrs. Diane Ariker* – GC, SC
George Brencher & Bonnie Patten* – GC, SC
William & Marianne Buchanan – GC
Jay Chandler – GC
Scott & Lori Church – GC
Kevin & Roxanne Coady – GC, SC
Peter & Jennifer Fusco* – GC, SC
David & Joanne Goldblum – GC, SC
Jeffrey & Marisa Hartmann – GC, SC
Julia Irwin* – GC
David & Lisa Maass* – GC, SC
Tom & Paula McInerney – GC

NEWBERY PATRON NEWBERY PATRON ($1,000–$2,999)
Bruce & Terri Alpert – GC
Chris & Katie Balestracci – GC, SC
Ellen Bell – GC, SC
Eric & Marna Borgstrom – GC
William Bouton – GC
Ralph Crispino – GC
Stephen & Clo Davis
Linda DeConti
Judith Hahn – GC
Ted & Kiki Kennedy – GC
George & Meg Knight – GC
Jacqueline Koral* – GC, SC
Nick & Jean Lamont – GC
William & Kate Lee – GC, SC
Sarah Lopez
Timothy & Virginia Millhiser
Patrick Sheehan & Phyllis McGrath – GC
Jeffrey & Robyn Teplitzky* – GC, SC
Virginia Van Dyk
Randy & Tanya Wingate – GC, SC
Joe & Sue Zaccagnino – GC, SC

NUTMEG PATRON NUTMEG PATRON ($500–$999)
Anonymous
David & Susannah Bailin – GC, SC
John & Margaret Brewer – GC
Joanne Cunard – GC, SC
David & Mary Dangremond – GC, SC
Jack & Helen Davis – GC, SC
Charley Ellis & Linda Lorimer – GC, SC
Tom & Anne Gauthier
Maryanne Hall – GC, SC
Tom Holt
Robert & Carla Horwitz* – GC, SC
Alan & Linda Landis – GC
Ben Arthur Ledbetter & Deborah  

Freedman – GC, SC
Dr. Jonathan D. Levine & Dr. Suzanne G.  

Frisch – GC, SC
Eric Maass
Wayne & Donna Martino
Alan Plattus & Nancy Berliner SC
Michael & Jo-Ann Price – GC
Hila & Saul Rosen
Marc & Jodi Schneider – GC

John & Cathy Seibyl
Audrey Simon – GC
Sandra Trevino – GC
The John Charles & Diana Seton Wakerley 

Fund – GC, SC
Donald & Beverly Waters Family Fund – GC, SC
Mary Lee Weber

PAGE TURNER PAGE TURNER ($250–$499)
Charles & Deborah Ahern SC
Bob & Marcy Baratt
Jim Berrien & Mary Jane
Lary Bloom & Suzanne Levine
Chester & Glenna Brodnicki – GC
Robert Buckholz & Anne Fontaine SC
Rob & Robin Charney – GC, SC
Gordon & Marge Cohen – SC
Josh & Alix Copel – SC
Judy Cotton
Seth Dodds & Adele Myers
Evan Griswold & Emily Fisher
Gordon & Shelley Geballe
Thomas & Chris Gullotta – GC
David Holahan
Jean Hunnicutt
Kevin & Kris Jandora
Ben Kaplan & Annie Garcia Kaplan
Jonathan & Susan Katz – GC, SC
Elizabeth & Michael Klein Charitable Fund
Tony Kronman & Nancy Greenberg
Steve Lanza & Pam Arciero
John Lapides & Melanie Ginter
Lindalea Pite Ludwick
Bruce & Renee McIntyre – GC, SC
Paul Michaelson & Janet Weiswasser 

Michaelson – GC, SC
Francis & Sally Morrison – GC
Ryan Mufson & Kathleen Ryan-Mufson
Barbara Scripps
Elizabeth Shannon
Steve & Jeanne Sigel
Susan Stone
Kyn Tolson
Caroline Wharton – GC
Dudley N. Williams, Jr. & Juanita James – GC
Gary Wilson – SC
Joel Zackin & Celeste Suggs – GC, SC

FRIEND FRIEND (UNDER $250)
AT&T Employees and Contractors
Isla Alexander
Janet Alfano
Chip & Barbara Angle – SC
Steve Archibald
Rebecca Armstrong
Peter Aronson & Marie Landry
Linda Atkins
Mary Elizabeth Attebery
P. Avery
Jaime Bachrach
Cindy Bailey
Ben & Robin Baker
Robert & Barbara Ballard – SC
Peter Banks & Nancy Elizabeth Wallace – SC
Lauran Barbosa
Harold & Barbara Barringham

Michael Barrios & Lisa Silberstein
Bill & Donna Batsford – SC
Tom Beggins & Anne Hartford
Patricia Bender
Kenneth & Augusta Benjamin
Meryl Berke-Schlessel
Rita Berkson – SC
Bill & Linda Berliner
Justin & Jennifer Bernier
Richard & Chay Berstein
Judy Birke
Marilyn Boland
John & Marguerite Bowes
Carole Bowman
Mary Lou Bozza
Maryann Bracken
Mary Bradley
John Brady & Roberta Isleib
Myron & Sandra Brand
Jan Broidis, CT Loves to Read Day
Kathleen Brooks
James & Cheryl Brown
Josiah Brown
Jonathan P. Butler
Mr. & Mrs. Derrick Butts
Mr. & Mrs. Karlton Butts
Beth Bye & Tracey Wilson
Judge & Mrs. Guido Calabresi
Vince & Linda Calarco
Marilyn Calderon
Mr. & Mrs. Warren Campbell
Eleanor Campo
Mary Candels
Lina Cardozo
Scott & Carly Casper
Jennifer Cassineri
Cheryl Chatfield
Joan Chetrick
Antoinette Christiana
Barbara Chupp
Janice Cocchiola
Arlene Cohen
Kathleen Colish
Alice Cortigiano
Joanne Cotoia
Megin Cramer
Melissa Cromack
Claudia Sherman
Janet Crouse
Patricia Daigle
Jean Davis
Jerry & Katie Davis
Day Pitney Casual Day Employees
Theresa DeSapio
Carmen Desiato
Kathleen Dinan
Tammy Disabella
Eileen Dolan
Susan Donoghue
Ellen Downes
Judith Duran
Myron & Carol Dworken
John & Elizabeth Edelglass
Helena Estes
Timothy Everett
Wanda Feliciano-Medina

Valerie Ferrucci
Gina Fitzgerald
Chad & Brenda Floyd
Caird Forbes-Cockell & Lynne R. Hyman – SC
Emily Forrest
Geraldine Foster – SC
Ric Corn & Janis Fox
Keith & Judy Frey
Mark & Laura Fucci
Jean Garitta
Kevin & Tina Garrity – SC
Keith Gaston
Susan Gaudioso
Gary & Teri Gavigan
Carol Giardi
Barbara Gibson – SC
Virginia Gillespie
Douglas & Elizabeth Gillette
Frank & Marjorie Gillis
Susan Glantz
Shaun Glazier
Dora Glinn
Josh & Laura Gordon
Kevin & Josephine Graff
David & Cynthia Greenblatt
Traci Grigg
Richard & Norma Grossi
Jay & Elaine Grossman
Bruce & Sue Gueble
Lars Guy & Joanne DuBosque
Nancy Hammerslough
Robert & Carol Harlan
Larry & Roberta Harris
Henry Harrison & Ruth Lambert
Peter Hawes
Linda Hawkins
James T. Healey & Pamela Dowling
Myra Healy
Pamela Heard
Alfred & Katharine Herzog
Thomas Hogan & Martha Deeds
Jackson Holahan
Cathryn Holinger
Frederick & Nadine Irving
John Jacobson & Cindy Kissin
Lee & Joanna Jacobus
David & Amy Jaffe – SC
Sesha Kumar Jaladanki
Ann Johnson
Peter Johnson & Lynda Stoller Johnson
David & Lyla Johnson
Shammica Jones
Myra Josephson
Dondy-Kaplan Family Foundation
Bill & Paulette Kaufmann
Julie Keating
Peter & JoAnn Keller
Jean Kelley
Stuart & Mary Klarman
Jon Knisley & Mary Hu
Mary Beth Kuchma
Susan Lamar
Gary & Nancy Leonard
Robert & Ruth Lesser Fund
Sam & Naomi Lindberg
William & Vicki Littell

*Denotes multi-year pledge
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Jill Little
Heather Lloyd
Pamela Lorenzo
Maria Lunt
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Lvoff
Robert & Carol Lyons
Patti Maciag
Regina Madison
James & Kaye Maggart
Kathleen Maher
Ted & Nancy Mallory
Mark Mamula & Ann Nyberg Mamula
Jack & Beth Mariotti – GC, SC
Barbara Massey
Susan Mazzola
Anne McCook
Katlyn McDonald
Julia McNamara
Donna Meehan
Mr. Edward Meyer
Richard Mikulak & Joanne Donovan
Stephen Murphy & Carolyn Milazzo
Andrea Miller
Maria Mojica
Pamela Motes
Stephen & Ann Mulready
Alden & Jaimie Murphy
Roberta Murphy
Tennille Murphy
Scott Nardozzi & David Coleman
Leigh Newman
Raymond & Patricia Noeker
Mary Nosal
Terry O’Brien
Daniel & Margaret O’Shea
Elizabeth Pasieka
Emily Peel
Liam & Noelle Small
Anne Bingham Pierson
Michael & Linda Polke
Janie Pressley
Kenneth & Jayshree Pugh
Christina Purnell
Ellie Quagliaroli
Daniel Quigley & Jennifer Minton Quigley – SC
Jessica Ramy
Galo Rodriguez
Christina Rossi
Jeanne Rowe
Jessica Sager
Susan Santamauro
Ken & Laura Saverin
Paul Savino
Robyn Scatena
David Schaefer & Janet Hall
Steve & Paula Schimmel
Bill & Toni Schmitt
Sandy & Carol Schreiber
Diantha Dow Schull
Julia Scripps
Katherine Scripps
Richard & Rita Seclow
Justin & Crystal Sessa
Phyllis Seton
Joseph & Marjorie Shapiro
Kim Shea
Kathi Sheehan
Dawn Shippee

Barbara Sicherman – SC
Lois Siegal
Tina Silidker – SC
Arietta Slade
Heidi Smith
Tom & Sue Smith
Sam Smith
Meg Smith
Ernest & Marcelette Snell
Howard Sommer & Linda Waldman
Anita Soos
Linda Soucy
Janice Spicer
Pam Stanton
Ana Marie Stern – SC
Jennifer Stone
Verna Swann
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas F. Sweeney
Susan Taddei
Don & Nancy Tamis
Matthew Taylor & Myra Jones-Taylor
Natalie Tenney
Danielle Tetreault
Liesbet Thiel
Huwerl Thorton Jr.
Katherine Tibbitts
Gerry Tramontozzi
John Valeri
Joan Venditto
Julia Verrillo
Jeffrey Villar
Kevin & Molly Visnic – SC
Kelsey Vlieks
Ed & Laury Walker
Alexine Wallace – SC
John Warfel
Cynthia Wasserman
Timothy & Suzanne Waters
Denise Webb
Paul Wehner
Ann Werner
Elaine Wesley
Kara Wevers
Marilyn White
Lee Herdle & Lianne White Herdle
Judith Brooks Wiley
Sarah Willen
Paul & Joane Wislocki
Joanne Wojtusiak
Steven Wolfson & Elsa Stone
Jef & Kate Wolter – GC
Linda Wood
Kenzy York
John A. Young
Joseph & Myra Zelson
Ron & Bette Zollshan
Jon Zonderman & Laurel Shader

FAMILY FOUNDATIONS, FOUNDATIONS FAMILY FOUNDATIONS, FOUNDATIONS 
& HOSPITAL SUPPORT& HOSPITAL SUPPORT
Aetna Foundation
Alva Greenberg Fund
Ayer Family Foundation – GC
Chester Kitchings Family Foundation – GC
Citizens Bank Foundation
Daniel & Sharon Milikowsky Family Foundation
Daymon Foundation
First Niagara Bank Foundation

Foulds Family Foundation
Frank Loomis Palmer Fund
Frederick A. DeLuca Foundation, Inc.
Griffin Hospital CC
Hartford Hospital Auxilliary
Helen I. Graham Charitable Foundation – GC
Henry E. Niles Foundation
Herman Goldman Foundation
International Paper Foundation
Katherine Matthies Foundation
Roslyn Milstein Meyer & Jerome Meyer 

Foundation – GC, SC
Lawrence & Memorial Hospital
Lucien B. & Katherine E. Price Foundation – GC
Lyman B. Brainerd Jr. Family Foundation – GC
Mathis-Pfohl Foundation
Middlesex Hospital CC
The Albert B. & Audrey G. Ratner Family 

Foundation
Joe & Cindy Goldberg Family Foundation – GC
Stephen L. Altshul Foundation
Coaching for Literacy
Near and Far Aid
NewAlliance Foundation
Physical Medicine and Rehab of Hartford
Putnam Bank Foundation
Ronald McDonald House Charities
Ronald McDonald House Charities of CT and 

Western
SBM Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Seedlings Foundation
Seymour Lustman Memorial Fund
Sharon Hospital
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
The Community Foundation for Greater 

New Haven
The Ernest & Joan Trefz Foundation – GC
The Fund for Greater Hartford
The GE Foundation
The Guilford Foundation
The Hagani Foundation, Inc. – GC
The Pitney Bowes Foundation, Inc
The Shack Sackler Foundation – GC
The Simmons Family Foundation Inc. – GC
Thomas J. Atkins Memorial Trust Fund
United Way of Coastal Fairfield County
United Way of Greater New Haven
Waterford Group Charitable  

Foundation, Inc.
William Caspar Graustein Memorial Fund – GC
Yale New Haven Hospital
Yale New Haven Children’s Hospital

BUSINESSES, CORPORATIONS, BUSINESSES, CORPORATIONS, 
ORGANIZATIONS & SCHOOLSORGANIZATIONS & SCHOOLS
Accel International Holdings – CC
Adolescent & Family Counseling Center
Alcoa Howmet – CC
Allied World
Bankwell Bank
Barker Specialty
Beacon
Caffe Bravo
California Avenue School Book Buddies Program
Choate Rosemary Hall
Chubb & Son Matching Gifts Program
Citizens Bank – GC, SC, CC
Community Health Charities of New England, Inc.

Conncan
Connecticut Community Bank
Connecticut Education Association
Consumer’s Interstate Corporation
Cromwell Automotive
Cronus Partners LLC
Crum & Forster
East River Energy – CC
Essex Financial Services
First Church of Christ Congregational
First Niagara Financial – CC
Greenberg Rhein & Margolis Inc.
Guilford Savings Bank
Haskins Laboratories
Hotchkiss School
IBM
Igdalsky & Company CPA’S
Jean Callan King Interior Design, LLC.
Lipper International, Inc. – CC
McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney & Carpenter, LLP
Mohegan Sun
Morgan Stanley Wealth Management
Moses Y. Beach School
Murphy & Company, CPA’s LLC – CC
Newman Architects
PVH
R.J. Julia Booksellers, Ltd.
Regent Wealth Management – CC
Rogin, Nassau LLC
Storrs Congregational Church
Svigals & Partners – CC
The Bilco Company
The Hartmann Group
The Hotchkiss School Read to Grow Club
The Hotchkiss Library of Sharon, Inc. – CC
The North Branford Women’s Club
The Safety Zone – CC
The United Illuminating Employee 

Giving Campaign
The Village Express
Trumbull High School
United Way of Central and  

Northeastern CT
University of Connecticut IRB
University of Saint Joseph
Updike, Kelly & Spellacy, PC  – CC
Wallingford Public School Staff
Wolcott Juniorettes
Yale Center for British Art
Yale Office of New Haven and State Affairs

IN-KINDIN-KIND
Adobe
Thomas Gullotta
Mary Bradley
Jan Broidis
Kyn Tolson
Newegg
Royal Printing Service
Tricia Bohan Photography

MATCHING PLEDGES:MATCHING PLEDGES:
Aetna Foundation
Chubb & Son Matching Gifts Program
Citizens Bank Foundation
Crum & Forster
NewAlliance Foundation
PVH

W E  T H A N K  O U R  D O N O R S  ( J U L Y  1 ,  2 0 1 4 – J U N E  3 0 ,  2 0 1 5 )
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BOOK DRIVE DONATIONS
500 BOOKS OR MORE
Ms. Joyce Ann Piepenbring
A. W. Cox School
Albertus Magnus College
Andover Elementary School
Bacon Academy
Ella Berg
Central Middle School
Citizens Bank
Congregation B’nai Israel 

Youth Group
Congregation Simchat Yisrael
Cromwell Public Schools
Connecticut Food Bank
Deep River Elementary School

Cynthia Dias
First Church of Christ, 

Congregational, 1652, 
Farmington

Chelsea Fitzgerald
Fox Run School
Frances E. Korn Elementary School
Friends of the Essex Library
Maddie & Melissa Gaynor
Daniel Geirin
Carole Guimond
Hartford Hospital Auxiliary
Highland Elementary School
Hotchkiss School
Impact Trumbull
Interact Club of Stamford

Jane Ryan School
Jared Eliot Middle School
Cathy Johnson
K.I.D.S.
Killingworth Elementary School
Kiwanis Club of Fairfield
Lauralton Hill
Long Lots Elementary School
Long Meadow Elementary School
Lyman Orchards
Mary E. Griswold School
Mary R. Tisko School
McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney & 

Carpenter, LLP
McGee Middle School
Memorial Elementary School

Middlebrook Elementary School
Mile Creek School
Mystic Middle School
Notre Dame High School
Pleasant Valley Elementary
Pleasant Valley United 

Methodist Church
Ms. Gabriella Prizio
R.J. Julia Booksellers
Jordana Raich
Rain of Hope
Read School
Rock Cats
Rock Hill Elementary School
Roton Middle School
Karen Seligson

Sikorski Aircraft
Tashua Elementary School
Philip DeLise & Johar Varma
The Healthy Child
Independent Day School
Timothy Edwards Middle School
Trumbull Impact
Walter C. Polson Middle School
Melanie Ward
Westport Co-op Nursery School
Willard Elementary School
Women’s Athletic Initiative
Woodside Intermediate School

IN HONOR GIFTSIN HONOR GIFTS
In honor of Mr. Samuel Applegate

Rabbi Rachel Goldenberg
In honor of Ms. Carol Bailey

Mrs. Mary Ann Emswiler
In honor of Robin K. Baker

Ms. Mary Ellen Bushnell
In honor of Dorothy Berger 

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Sherwin
In honor of Mr. Dustin Brown

Mr. & Mrs. Howard Diamond
In honor of Sandy Burns

Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Margolis
In honor of Calvin Leete Elementary 

School Staff
Mr. & Mrs. William Grimm

In honor of Ms. Mary Urner Campbell
Ms. Jill Campbell

In honor of Allie Champion
Rabbi Rachel Goldenberg

In honor of Matthew Charney
Mr. & Mrs. Robert & Robin Charney

In honor of Dr. Joanne Cunard
Mr. Arthur Greenblatt & Mrs. Zadelle 
Krasow Greenblatt

In honor of Mrs. Clo Davis
Ms. Hila Rosen

In honor of Ms. Cynthia Dias
Wolcott Juniorettes

In honor of birth of Eleanor, Teddy, Camille 
& Ruthie Joy
Mr. & Mrs. William Lee

In honor of Mrs. Joanne Ellsworth
Ms. Sally Lord

In honor of Ms. Bridget Fox
Miss Tina Kiniry

In honor of Dr. Robert Gange
Mr. & Mrs. John Labbe

In honor of Mrs. Nan Giovine
Mrs. Nancy Tamis

In honor of Nanette Giovine
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Sherwin

In honor of Mrs. Alan Goodale
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Diamond

In honor of Greenwich Public School’s 
Operational Departments
Mr. Benjamin Branyan

In honor of Mr. & Mrs. James & 
Elizabeth Grimm
Mr. & Mrs. Edward King
Mr. & Mrs. James Grimm
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Mohr
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Suttmeier
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Grimm
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Schuman
Mr. & Mrs. William Grimm

In honor of The Hartford Hospital Auxiliary
Dr. Alfred & Mrs. Katharine Herzog

In honor of Ms. Laura Hurwitz
Ms. Marilyn Cataldo

In honor of Ms. Diane Kaczynski
Mrs. Joanne Vercillo

In honor of Ms. Kathy Koboski
Ms. Lorraine Stub

In honor of Ms. Pam Mahon
Mrs. Joanne Vercillo

In honor of Mrs. Lillian Malkus
Dr. & Mrs. William Sherman

In honor of Madeline & Harrison Miller
Dr. Linda Ludwig
Mr. & Mrs. Elliot Miller
Mr. & Mrs. George Niwinsky
Mr. Joshua Pressman
Mrs. Arleen Jacobs

In honor of Cameron Page
Ms. Kim Shea

In honor of Mr. Joe Pellegrino
Ms. Rebecca Armstrong

In honor of Karen Pritzker
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Ratner
Mr. John Lapides & Ms. Melanie Ginter

In honor of Ms. Casey W. Robinson
Dr. & Mrs. J L Robinson

In honor of Mrs. Jessica Sager
Dr. Walter & Diane Ariker

In honor of Johanna & Nina Schwachter
Ms. Nancy Schwachter

In honor of Shorey
Mr. & Mrs. Jacques Pepin

In honor of Ms. Tina Silidker
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Harris

In honor of Gabriel Sirot
Rabbi Rachel Goldenberg

In honor of Ms. Susan Swart
Mrs. Joanne Vercillo

In honor of Mrs. Johanna Teodosio
Mrs. Jessica Shearer

In honor of Mrs. Debra Verrillo
Ms. Julia Verrillo

In honor of Mrs. Jean Ann Ward
Ms. Sally Lord

In honor of Ms. Jan Marie Weston
Storrs Congregational Church

In honor of Wilcoxson School Teachers
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Youngquist

In honor of Miss Michelle Zieky
Ms. Joan P. Zieky

IN MEMORY GIFTSIN MEMORY GIFTS
In memory of Bob Bell

Mrs. Ellen Bell
In memory of Mr. Richard Cartwright

Mr. & Mrs. David Stone
In memory of Ms. Claire Ann Casparino

Mr. & Mrs. Nick Tragakes
In memory of Ms. Elaine B. Catelotti

Mrs. Nancy L. Meehan
Ms. Jackie Toussaint

In memory of Ms. Delores Cerrotti
Ms. Susan Mazzola

In memory of Ms. Pat Gelman
Ms. Barbara Gibson

In memory of Ms. Frances Hayes
Mrs. Jane Ferketic

In memory of Mrs. Ruthann Herman
Dr. Walter & Diane Ariker

In memory of Mrs. Renee Kass
Dr. Walter & Diane Ariker

In memory of Ms. Andrea Kevrick
Mrs. Roxanne Coady

In memory of Helen & Abe Miller
Ms. Ricki Miller

In memory of Mr. Ted Nalezynksi
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Diamond

In memory of Ms. Joyce Pelligra
Trumbull High School

In memory of Ms. Mona Perry
Ms. Allison Plous

In memory of Mrs. Earlene R. Seelig
Ms. Melanie Seelig

In memory of Dr. Richard Shelling
Ms. Judith Hahn

In memory of Mr. Walter W. Simmers
Beacon
Farrell & David Jaskot
Igdalsky & Company CPA’S
McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney & Carpenter, LLP
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Urbanski
Mr. & Mrs. George Witter
Mr. & Mrs. John Mapes
Mr. & Mrs. Roger & Pat Garrett
Mr. Brian Wohlert
Mr. Charles Hogg
Mr. Edmund Mikolowsky & Ms. Eileen Marks
Mr. James Smart
Mr. Robert Hunt
Mr. Steven Rappoport
Mr. Timothy H. Everett
Ms. Annemarie Brown
Ms. Deb Gibb
Ms. Deborah Parsons
Ms. Denise Harper
Ms. Donna Horne
Ms. Elizabeth Zwick
Ms. Fern Andraos
Ms. Gisele Roemer
Ms. Heidi Tombs
Ms. Jeanine Allison
Ms. Jennifer Lentini
Ms. Karen Mignone
Ms. Linda Gilbert
Ms. Maribeth D. Hatheway
Ms. Shirin Heidary
Ms. Susan Gay
University of Connecticut Institutional 
Review Board
Ms. Deborah Parsons

In memory of all of our loved ones who could 
not be with us
The Thomas, Russo & Juliano Families

If we have inadvertently omitted a name, 
printed a name incorrectly, or categorized 
anyone incorrectly, please accept our 
apologies. Please call us at 203.488.6800 to 
alert us to any error so that we can correct 
our records.

W E  T H A N K  O U R  D O N O R S  ( J U L Y  1 ,  2 0 1 4 – J U N E  3 0 ,  2 0 1 5 )
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The 2014–15 fiscal year was one of 
accomplishment and celebration.

To mark our 15th year, a celebration 
event was held last April at Saint Clements 
Castle in Portland that highlighted the 
contributions of 15 champions of children 
from across the state. Honorees ranged from 
Connecticut’s Commissioner of the Office 
of Early Childhood Myra Jones-Taylor to 
Chelsea Fitzgerald, an elementary school 
student from Wallingford who runs annual 
book drives to benefit Read to Grow.

Along with acknowledging our friends 
and others who have advanced the cause of 
young children and their families, Read to 
Grow moved forward to strengthen our two 
flagship programs—Books for Babies and 
Books for Kids.

Two new initiatives within Books for Kids, 
both of which focus on delivering children’s 
books and early childhood literacy education 
to families who live in need, took root and 
flourished in 2014-15. With grants to support 
these projects, we opened more than 20 Book 
Places and formed a dozen community-based 
partnerships. Both initiatives call for forming 
collaborations with other nonprofits that 
already serve low-income and at-risk families.

Near the end of the fiscal year, we were 
delighted to receive news that Simon & 
Schuster would be giving us more than 
21,000 new children’s books. Their gift was 
significant in light of an increased demand 
for our books created by the new Book Places 
and Partnerships. Simon & Schuster has 
already notified us of a follow-up donation 
of 15,000 children’s books coming this winter. 

As part of our efforts to acknowledge our 
supporters, we announced plans to create 
the Circle of Friends. This new designation 
has become an appreciation of generous and 
steadfast donors to Read to Grow. 

By the end of fiscal 2015, we focused on a 
new strategic initiative within the Books for 
Babies program. Our prenatal intervention 
project will take Read to Grow to community 
health centers and primary care clinics to 
reach expectant women. In this “earliest 
touch point,” we intend to reach mothers-
to-be with childhood literacy information, 
resources and baby books so that they are 
both ready and equipped to become their 
babies’ first and most important teachers.

Lastly, I am happy to report for fiscal 
year 2014–15, Read to Grow once again 
received an unqualified, or clean audit 
opinion from our external auditors, Murphy 
& Company, LLC.

P U B L I C  S U P P O R T  &  R E V E N U E S

Foundations and Corporate Grants $ 309,410

Special Events 158,800

Donated Books and Services 146,890

Contributions 106,705

Hospital Program Service Fees 70,000

Other Income 12,257

Total Public Support and Revenues $ 804,062

F U N C T I O N A L  E X P E N S E S

Programs $ 649,601

Management and General 73,176

Development and Fundraising 70,950

Special Events 29,181

Total Expenses 822,908

Decrease in Net Assets $ -18,846

Foundations and Corporate Grants

Donated Books & Services

Contributions

Hospital Program Service Fees

Special Events

Other Income

Programs

Management and General

Development and Fundraising

Special Events

Program expenses account for 79% of total expenses
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A Change of Coordinators in Books for Babies Program

New Books for Babies Coordinator 
Elizabeth “Buffy” Cech takes over 
supervision of Read to Grow’s 

flagship program from Priscilla Russo in 
February.

Priscilla, who created the Books for Babies 
program, beginning in the year 2000 at Yale-
New Haven Hospital, is retiring after more 
than 15 years at Read to Grow and 37 years of 
neo-natal nursing before that.

“It’s been an amazing journey,” Priscilla 
said. “Working with an exceptional staff, an 
enthusiastic group of dedicated, knowledgeable 
volunteers and our Read to Grow families has 
been an extraordinary privilege.”

As for her plans, Priscilla added, “That’s 
the beauty of retirement, isn’t it?  To have no 
plans at all on any given day, or to fill the day 
to the brim with travel, family, good deeds, or 
reading a book on my bucket list.”

Buffy, a pediatric registered nurse who 
lives in West Hartford, comes to the new 
job with more than 25 years of experience in 
hospitals, clinics and private practice. Along 
with her part-time post at Read to Grow, 
she will continue working at ProHealth 
Physicians as an after-hours triage nurse in 
Farmington and at their Children’s Medical 
Group in Bloomfield.

Buffy’s interest and skills extend to 
strategic planning and logistics, both areas 
that will strengthen Read to Grow’s expansion 

into prenatal interventions. In this new 
initiative, we will connect with primary care 
clinics and community health centers to bring 
early childhood literacy to pregnant women.

Buffy will work closely with Diane 
Visconti, the Books for Babies Associate.

Through the Books for Babies program, 
Read to Grow is partnered with 12 hospitals 
where we deliver more than 21,000 Literacy 
Packets to newborns and their mothers on 
maternity units every year.

“I’m very excited about my new position 
and look forward to supporting the Books 
for Babies program with Diane,” Buffy 
said. “In the few weeks I’ve been here, I’ve 
tried to learn as much as possible about the 
program Priscilla created and cultivated. Her 
dedication to and love for the program are 
infectious, and she’ll be a hard act to follow.”

Buffy, who is the mother of three, received 
her Bachelor of Science degree in nursing 
from the University of Virginia.

Cheshire Pulls Together for Town-wide Book Drive
A Thanksgiving book drive across the town 
of Cheshire last November brought in more 
than 3,900 new and gently used books for 
Read to Grow.

Organizers of the drive were Herbert 
“Herb” Jay Rosenfield, a clinical social 
worker and director of Adolescent & Family 
Counseling Center, and Sherry Stekloff, a 
volunteer with Read to Grow at Middlesex 
Hospital. The drive ran November 15–30.

Participants helping to rally donors 
and hosting book collection sites included 
schools, community agencies and other 
nonprofits, and businesses.

“I was very impressed with the number of 
participants and their willingness to help,” 
said Sherry.

The participants were: Doodlebugz Child 
Learning Center; Cheshire Kindercare; 
Cheshire Nursery School; Cheshire 
Community YMCA Child Care Center; 

Bunny Village Child Development Center; 
First Congregational Church Day Care and 
Nursery; Happy Time School; Darcey School; 
Chapman School; Doolittle School; Highland 
School; Norton School; Cheshire Academy 
Health Center; Cheshire YMCA; Cheshire 
Parks and Recreation; and Adolescent & 
Family Counseling Center.

Herb also ran a book drive for Read to 
Grow in 2012. He has been motivated, he said, 
by a report about the disparity between the 
vocabularies of children from low-income 
families entering kindergarten and those 
from families with higher incomes.  

“I was shocked to hear that some of that 
gross disparity resulted from an absence of 
books to read and the lack of parental role-
modelling on the importance of reading,” 
he said.

At Read to Grow, Linda Sylvester, Books 
for Kids Program Coordinator, said, “We 

appreciate Herb’s strong desire to help reduce 
this language deficit. He’s already offered to 
organize another book drive, and we hope 
his efforts and success will motivate other 
communities to do the same.”
—By Evelyn Tomasello

A Helping Hand from NEMG 
Northeast Medical Group (NEMG) is conducting a two-week 
book drive, March 7–18, among more than 100 physician 
practices in Connecticut. 

The book drive—to benefit children and families served 
through Read to Grow—is one of NEMG’s outreach projects 
aimed at giving back to the communities their network serves.

NEMG is part of Yale New Haven Health System. It is 
affiliated with Yale-New Haven, Bridgeport and Greenwich 
hospitals and is part of 100 physician practices across 
Connecticut and New York’s Westchester County.

Elizabeth Cech (left) and Priscilla Russo

Ready for a Drive?
We welcome all book drives and donations — big, small and in between!

Read to Grow thrives on gifts of gently used (and new) children’s books. 
They account for most of the 180,000+ books we deliver to families, non-
profits, doctors, teachers, and many others every year.

If you or a group you belong to would like to collect books for Read to Grow, 
please contact us (Linda Sylvester at: 203.488.6800; lsylvester@readtogrow.
org), or visit our website for more information (www.readtogrow.org).

Cheshire book drive participants (left to right, back 
row): Chrissy Cassesse, director of YMCA Preschool 
Daycare Center; Sherry Stekloff, Read to Grow 
volunteer; and Herbert Jay Rosenfield, director of 
Adolescent & Family Counseling Center. (Front row) 
Brothers Mark and John Labowsky also helped out.
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The Power of our Books for Babies…
We conducted two surveys to find out what families think of our Books for Babies program on maternity units of 12 Connecticut hospitals, where 
we reach about 22,000 mothers annually. In this program, we deliver free Literacy Packets to mothers of all newborns. (Each packet has: new 
book for newborn; literacy guide for parents; reply card to be in our Follow-Up that gives more free books; info on CHET Baby Scholars.) 

Also in the hospitals, volunteers visit briefly with mothers to talk about early childhood literacy and Literacy Packet contents.

Survey 1 Results
Here’s what 6,849 mothers told us in our 
initial survey:

• 97% looked at our Literacy Packets

• 94% found our First Guide for Parents 
of Newborns useful

• 79% learned about baby development

• 85% learned ways to help a baby learn

• 81% learned about importance of reading 
to a baby

• 78% learned how to read to a baby

• 72% read with their babies at least 
once a day

• 15% read with their babies more than 
once a week

• 10% read with their babies once a week

• 1% never read with their babies

Survey 2 Results
For longer-range effects of our program, a second survey was taken among families whose 
children are now between the ages of 3 and 8. Here’s what 199 families told us:

First Guide for Parents of Newborns was 
informative and useful:

• Yes 65%
• Somewhat 17%
• No <1%
• Don’t recall 16%

A family member shared books with my 
child from birth to 3: 

• More than once daily 59.7%
• Once daily 23.1%
• More than once weekly  9.5%
• Once weekly 2%
• Twice monthly 2%
• Rarely 2%
• Never 1%

My child looks at, or reads books 
independently:

• More than once daily 51.2%
• Once daily 26.6%
• More than once weekly 16.5%
• Less often 4%

Sharing books is important for my child’s 
language skills, reading and learning:

• Yes 98.9%
• Somewhat <1%
• No 0.0%

Sharing books is important for my child’s 
overall health:

•  Yes 94.9%
•  Somewhat 2.5%
•  No <1%
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