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Hats off to the  
young students  

in our 2nd Annual
READ-A-THON!!!
See page 2 for more details.

COMMENTARY
Little Books Can Make a Big Difference
By Roxanne J. Coady
Editor’s note: Roxanne Coady is CEO of RJ Julia 
Booksellers in Madison and founder and board chair 
of Read to Grow.

Imagine a home with no books, no magazines, 
no mail coming and going, not even conversa­
tions between parents and their children.

It’s not far-fetched. It’s the kind of home 
that could be around the corner or in a 
neighborhood you pass every day.

For many of us, becoming regular readers 
happened organically, like learning to eat. 
Our parents, our homes, our teachers, and 
our schools were infused with an excitement 
about books, talking and learning.

For children in low-income homes there 
often is not enough to create this rich 
environment. The ramifications can be 
devastating. Many young children start with 
the most basic of setbacks — what has been 
described as the “30 million word gap.” 

From birth to age 3, children from low-
income homes have, on average, heard 30 
million fewer words than have children from 
better-off neighborhoods. This disadvantage 
presents obvious challenges from the day they 
first walk into kindergarten. They simply 
lack basic language skills. The deficit deepens 
to their reading below grade level by third 
or fourth grade. Chances of school failure 
and dropping out spike. Achievements out 
of school become even more difficult.

What started as homes without basic 
enrichment becomes a community without 
the human resources needed for productivity 
and good health. 

Read to Grow offers ways to avoid these 
outcomes. For 18 years, the Connecticut 
nonprofit has worked for early childhood 
literacy. We begin in community health 
centers, offering workshops and free books for 

(continued on page 2)

Baby Steps to Literacy at L+M Hospital
It sounds so simple. That’s just the way that 

Hope Stevens, a volunteer at Lawrence + 
Memorial Hospital in New London, likes it. 
Hope is one of six volunteers with our 

Books for Babies program on the hospital’s 

maternity unit. She and the others visit with 
mothers of newborns to chat about the free 
literacy packets from Read to Grow that 
they receive. They talk about baby brain 
development and the easy but important 

ways to daily engage and 
bond with their infants 
by sharing books.

When Lucero 
Zegarra, a New London 
resident, gave birth to 
her daughter, Penelope, 
she received a visit 
from Hope. 

“We definitely plan 
to read to our child, 
in both English and 
Spanish,” she said after 
their conversation. “It’s 
good to hear about the 
importance of reading.”

Books for Babies, 
which has been in L+M 

since 2001, distributes about 1,400 literacy 
packets there every year. The program has 
been operating in Connecticut hospitals for 
18 years.

During Hope’s volunteer rounds on the 
maternity unit, she likes to show new parents 
computerized images of child brain synapses 
at different early stages of development. 

“If you hold your child, read to your child, 
cuddle your child, you’re a large part of those

(continued on page 8)

Lucero Zegarra of New London, with her baby, Penelope, meets with Hope Stevens, 
a volunteer at L+M Hospital with Read to Grow’s Books for Babies program. 
Volunteers talk to mothers of newborns about the importance of sharing books 
with their young children during the first three years of life.

OUR MISSION: Read to Grow promotes language skills and literacy for 
children, beginning at birth, and supports parents as their babies’ first teachers.
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Our Annual Reports  
and Appreciations

On pages 3–6, you’ll find our Annual 
Report and Treasurer’s Report for the 

2016–17 fiscal year. Also on those pages 
is our appreciation to donors and  

book-drive organizers.
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Hooray for Read-a-Thon Week!
Hats off to all the young students 
who participated in Read to 

Grow’s second annual  
Read-a-Thon!

Children at a dozen 
elementary schools 
across Connecticut—
from New London to 

Shelton—logged in at least 15 minutes of daily 
reading at home (after school) during the week 
of Friday, February 23–Friday, March 2.

Every year, our Read-a-Thon culminates 
on national Read Across America Day, 

established by the National Education 
Association to promote reading and to 
celebrate the birthday of Dr. Seuss.

At the Connecticut schools participating 
in our Read-a-Thons, students are only asked 
to fill in reading log sheets and then hand in 
their sheets to teachers at week’s end. They 
are also invited—not required—to donate 
gently used children’s books and dollars, all 
for the benefit of other children supported 
by Read to Grow. We turn the students’ 
donations into gifts for others who don’t 
have books of their own at home.

Read-a-Thon students at schools with high 
participation earn wristbands. The school 
with the greatest percentage of students 
participating in the Read-a-Thon has a special 
Children’s Book Author Event before the 
school year ends.

We invite more elementary schools to join 
in next year. It’s a fun and meaningful way to 
promote reading at home.

Contact our office if you know of a school 
interested in our third annual Read-a-Thon 
in 2019: February 22–March 1. (203.488.6800; 
readtogrow@readtogrow.org)

A Look at Some of the Faces behind the Books
CALLUM’S GIFT IS 156 BIRTHDAY BOOKS
Six-year-old Callum likes to make the most 
of his birthdays.

On his big 
day last fall—as 
in years past—
Callum asked 
that any gifts be 
children’s books 
that he could then 
give to Read to 
Grow. The South 
Glastonbury boy 
and his father 
delivered 156 new 

books, most of which have already been given 
to children through our programs.

Callum’s family learned about Read to Grow 
when he was born at Hartford Hospital, where 
his mother received our free literacy packet.

LOGAN DRISCOLL CARES
Teenager Logan Driscoll really does more 
than care. He takes action. 

In work for a nonprofit that he founded, 
Logan donated 4,133 books in January to 
Read to Grow that he collected through book 
drives. He promises more.

The senior at Guilford High School said he 
is working with the Connecticut Association 
of Schools to get more schools around the 
state to join in his book drives for Read to 
Grow and New Haven Reads. He serves on the 
association’s student board.

Logan does his volunteer efforts through 
the nonprofit Driscoll Cares. The agency 
grew from an idea he had about seven years 
ago, when he was in the hospital with injuries 
suffered in a baseball game. While there, he 
became aware of other children who seemed 
in much worse condition than he. “At that 

moment I knew I wanted to give back and 
help others,” he writes on the Driscoll Cares 
website.

Today Driscoll Cares helps public high 
school students in Connecticut fulfill a 
graduation requirement of community service 
by providing volunteer opportunities and 
projects.

COMMENTARY: LITTLE BOOKS CAN MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE
(continued from page 1)
infants to women who are pregnant. We want 
them to have ‘home libraries’ even before their 
babies are born, and we want them to know 
the importance of daily habits of talking to 
and sharing books with their babies.

The work continues in hospitals—on 
maternity units. There, mothers of newborns 
receive literacy packets. With reply cards 
found in their packets, parents can enroll in 
our Follow-Up; they will receive more free 
books and literacy tips when their babies 
turn 3 months old and 1 year.

In the hospitals, Read to Grow now 
reaches about 61% of babies born in 
Connecticut. Our goal is 100%.

By beginning right before and right after 
birth—meeting with pregnant women and 
moms of newborns—Read to Grow starts an 
important process. It makes a difference. In 

a survey of over 6,000 mothers who got our 
literacy packets, 81% of respondents said they 
learned about the importance of reading to 
their babies. Also, 72% reported reading with 
their babies at least once a day. 

Lifelong readers can be made, even under 
adverse beginnings. 

Our #BooksForEveryBaby campaign offers 
an easy opportunity for everyone to help 
in the mission of early childhood literacy. 
Just $10 will provide a book to a newborn, 
a guide for the parents, and more free books 
to families who need them. Your help would 
mean so much.

If you’d like to join the campaign, simply 
go to readtogrow.org and click the red 
button “DONATE #BooksForEveryBaby” 
appearing under the panel of photos on 
the homepage. Thank you.

NEWSLETTER OF READ TO GROW
A publication of Read to Grow, Inc.

53 School Ground Road, Branford, CT 06405
203.488.6800 • readtogrow@readtogrow.org

www.readtogrow.org
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We thank all our donors in the last fiscal year (July 1, 2016-June 30, 2017) and give special acknowledgement to those in our Circle of Friends. 
This recognition includes the Corporate Circle (CC), the Gold Circle (GC) and the Sustaining Circle (SC).

In the listings below, the designations of CC, GC and/or SC that follow names denote donors and their categories within our Circle of Friends.

The names of donors who gave “In Honor” or “In Memory” of someone will appear in those special categories near the end of the listings. 

INDIVIDUALS

PULITZER PATRON ($10,000–$24,999)
ForGood Fund* — GC, SC
Paula & Tom McInerney — GC

CALDECOTT PATRON ($3,000–$9,999)
Lori & Scott Church — GC, SC
Roxanne & Kevin Coady — GC, SC
Jennifer Fusco* — GC, SC
Bonnie Patten & George  

Brencher* — GC, SC

NEWBERY PATRON ($1,000–$2,999)
Terri & Bruce Alpert — GC, SC
Marna & Eric Borgstrom — GC, SC
William Bouton — GC
Sallie T. Gouverneur
Marisa & Jeff Hartmann — GC, SC
Kate & William Lee — GC, SC
Linda Lorimer & Charley Ellis — GC, SC
Lisa & David Maass — GC, SC
David Newton
Robyn & Jeffrey Teplitzky* — GC,SC
Tanya & Randy Wingate — GC, SC
Martha & John Wolf — GC, SC

NUTMEG PATRON ($500–$999)
Margaret & John Brewer — GC, SC
Josh Copel & Alix Boyle — SC
Joanne Cunard — GC, SC
Kathleen Daigle
Chris & Ed Dowling — GC, SC
Jill & Rachel Eder — SC
Anne Fontaine & Robert Buckholz — SC
Deborah Freedman & Ben Arthur 

Ledbetter — GC, SC
Judith Hahn
Ali & Eric Maass
Donna & Wayne Martino — SC
Janet Weiswasser Michaelson — GC, SC
Richard Sussman & Nina Horowitz — SC
Sandra Trevino — GC, SC
The John Charles & Diana Seton  

Wakerley Fund — GC, SC
Donald & Beverly Waters  

Family Fund — GC, SC

PAGE TURNER ($250–$499)
Anonymous
Linda & Vince Calarco — SC
MaryBeth Calderoni
Jamie & Isaac Cohen
Marge & Gordon Cohen — SC
Claudia Cron 
Kathleen Dess
Joanne DiNatale
Kenn Fischburg
Nancy & Tom Hennick
Carla & Robert Horwitz — SC
Barbara Keiser
Kiki & Ted Kennedy — SC
Lindalea Pite Ludwick
Anne S. McCook — SC
Phyllis McGrath & Patrick Sheehan — SC
Jayne & Alan Mossberg
Kevin O’Brien
Priscilla & Sal Russo
Laura & Ken Saverin
Tina Silidker — SC
Gregory Stamos

Kyn Tolson & David Holahan
Patricia & Mark Welch

FRIEND (UNDER $250)
Chris Adams
Deborah & Charles Ahern — SC
Isla Alexander
Zindia Alfano
Nikole Allen
Mary Ellen Allocca
Sharon Alpert
Elizabeth & Wallace Anderson
Patricia Anderson
Kathleen Andreozzi
Barbara & Chip Angle — SC
Anonymous (9)
Arnalia Apostoleris
Cindy Armor
Rebecca Armstrong
Carolyn & Morten Arntzen
Martha Asarisa
Mary Elizabeth Attebery
Sara Azzam
Lois Babey-Finn
David Bailey
Barbara & Ellis Baker
Robin & Ben Baker — SC
Katie & Chris Balestracci — GC, SC
Barbara & Robert Ballard — SC
Mary Baran
Marcy Baratt
Rachel & Larry Barnett
Barbara & Harold Barringham
Amy Barry
Heidi Barter
Andrea Basney
Donna & Bill Batsford — SC
Marcy Beatty
Penny Bellamy & Mark Simon
Augusta & Kenneth Benjamin — SC
Dianne Berg
Linda & Bill Berliner — SC
Deborah & Lawrence Berliner
Nancy Berliner & Alan Plattus — SC
Dale Bernardoni
Mary Jane & Jim Berrien
Judy Birke
Debbie & Keith Bishop
Dr. & Mrs. Jonathan Black
Rachel Black
Betty Lou Blumberg
Tina Blumenthal
Nancy Bombaci
Monique Boney
Linda Bowen
Ralph Bozza
Maryann Bracken
Deetsie & Wil Bradford
Suzanne Branciforte
Sandra & Myron Brand
Benjamin Branyan
Glenna & Chester Brodnicki — GC, SC
Cynthia Brooks
Cheryl & James Brown
Josiah Brown
Sharon Brune
Marianne & William Buchanan — GC
Christine Burckardt
Suzanna Burns
M. Christine Burt

Emily Byrne
Tasmara Calabrese
Sandra Callinan
Anne & Richard Calvert
Berclee Cameron
Ken Campbell
Mary & Warren Campbell
Eleanor Campo
Robin Cannon
Diane Cappelli
Alicia Caraballo
Karen Cardella
Vera Carmen
Judy Carson
Catherine Castiglioni
Deborah Cauley
Paul Cavallaro
Elizabeth Cech
Theresa Champagne
Arlene Cohen — SC
Linda Smith Cohen & Joel Cohen
Sue Cohen
Heather Collins
Michael Contakis
Kristin Conway
Ryan Cook
Eileen & Paul Coppola
John Corgan
Alice Cortigiano
Timothy Cosgrove
Brian Coursey
Mary Coursey
Janet Coyle
Lori Coyle
Kari Levinson Craig
Grandpa Crisuolo
Michael Criscuolo
Marge Cross
Jennifer Cruet
Colleen Cumming
Teresa Cutler-Rosa
Joseph Cwirka
Tom Dages
Mary & David Dangremond
Corliss Darge
Neel Datar & Kashmira Kulkarni
Clo & Stephen Davis — GC
Tiffany Davis
Diane Dawson-Brown
Patricia DeBarbieri
Neal Delaurentis
Georjan DeLucia
Pat DeMaio
Frank DeMatteo
Michele DiNello
Jane Dennett
Theresa DeSapio
Carmen Desiato
Elisabeth Diemer
Anita DiGioia
Deb DiMarco
Karen Dimenna
Sheryl Doebrick
Ann Dombroski
Lise Dondy & William Kaplan
Joanne Donovan & Richard Mikulak 
Theresa Donovan
Maureen & Joseph Dooley
Kristina Dorsey
Jean Dow

Ellen Downes
Elizabeth Doyle-Santini
Melissa DuPont
Judith Duran
Aneta Duz
Kimberly & John Dwyer
Edward Easley
Elizabeth & John Edelglass
Eppler-Epstein Family
Alyssa Esposito
Marianne Esposito
Helena Estes
Susan Evarts
Kristen Eveland
Katherine P. Ewen
Caroline Ewing
Susan Falato
Lara Falk
Barbara Fallon
Charlene Fearon
Harriet Feldlaufer
Elaine & Bob Feldman
Ruth Feldman
Caitlin Ferraiolo
Tina Ferrara
Caroline Fiderio
Jasmine Figueroa
Alan Filandro
Joanne Finger
Kathleen Fiorentino
Deborah Fisher
Emily Fisher & Evan Griswold
Julie Flagg
Gina Florenzano
Ryan Florenzano
Elizabeth Flynn
Paul Flynn
Caird Forbes-Cockell &  

Lynne R. Hyman — SC
Liz Forsyth
Elizabeth Fradiani
Judy & Keith Frey
Roberta & Stanley Friedman
Jennifer Lewis Frost
Louise Gabehart
Daniel Gaccione
Sabra Gallo
Carol Garvey
Shelley & Gordon Geballe
Carol Giardi
Barbara Gibson — SC
Andrea Giles
Concettina Gillies
Marjorie & Frank Gillis
Kel & William Ginsberg
Catherine Giorgio
Susan Glantz
Dora Glinn
Jodie & Greg Godbout
Michelle Goddard
Frederick Goetz
Alexa Gold
Joanne Grace
Brenda Graminski
Tarn Granucci
Sue Greaves
Mr. & Mrs. Greco
Carol Greco
Christy Gregg
Ann Griffin

Paula & William Grimm
Laurel Grodman
Norma & Richard Grossi — SC
Beth Grossman
Donna Lechner Gruskay &  

Jeff Gruskay — GC, SC
Frank Gruskay
Brittany Guerra
Nicole Guida
Stephen Gurney
Elizabeth Habben
Raymond Hackett
David Haggett
Janet Hall & David Schaefer 
Nancy Hammerslough
Alicia Hannan
Donald Hargraves
Mary Hargraves
Carol & Robert Harlan
William Harriman
Robert Harris
Toni Harris
Myra Healy
Pamela Heard
Caroline Hendel & John Wysolmerski
John Heneghan
Christopher Henry
Melanie Hepburn
Maura Herlihy
Winifred & Walter Herrmann
Rosemarie Higgins
David Hilmer
Russell Hodge
Martha Hoffman
Jessica Holahan
Lisa Holloran
Hollace Hopkins
Ted Hotaling
Mary Hu & Jon Knisley 
Dianne Hughes
Amy Humphries
Peter Huston
Gilda Iaia
IBM Employees
Marvin Ide
Melissa Insalaco-Gillon
Jeremias Irizarry
Kathryn Irvine
Amy & David Jaffe — SC
Sesha Kumar Jaladanki
Robert Jantz-Sell
Donna Johansen
Johnson Family
Ann Johnson
Elaine Johnson
Lynda Stoller Johnson & Peter Johnson
Peggy Johnson
Elizabeth Jonas & Thomas Eisen 
Bruce Jones
Johnnie Jordan
Myra Josephson
Marlies & Leo Kamin
Jane Katz
Susan & Jonathan Katz — GC, SC
Jacqueline Kearney
Julie Keating
Jay Keaveny
Jean Kelley

*Donor appears under the category representing total pledged donation over multiple years
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Deborah Kelly
Helen Kelly
Sumiya Khan
Chann Kin
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Klarman
Susan Klug
Dr. Arthur Knowlton
Elizabeth Koch
William Kraszewski
Evelyn Krevolin
Tony Kronman & Nancy Greenberg — SC
Lynne Krupa & Sean Smith 
Sarah & Robert Kyrcz
Elaine Kyrtz
Wendy Lacasse
MaryAnn Ladarola
Lynne Lamb
Robert Lamothe
Steve Lanza & Pam Arciero
Maryann & James Laspino
Maria & Justin Lavorgna
Debra Lazrove
Nancy Leary
Kathy LeBlanc
Karen LeBuffe
Gerilyn Lehman
Nancy & Gary Leonard
Allison & Chris Lesko
Ruth & Robert Lesser — SC
Lina Levinsky
Jane Lewis
Jamie Libow
Maryann Licata
Rosemarie Lindsley-Lanno
Amy Lipper
Vicki & William Littell — SC
Jenny Lombard
Irma Lopez
Sally Lord
Sarah Lucas
Ann Marie Lucas-Cooley
Mary Lussier
Carol Lutes
Carol & Bob Lyons
Romaine Macomb 
Martha & Terry Maguire
Peggy Maier & Joseph Dagrosa
Russell Maiese
Pam & Frank Maletz
Nancy & Ted Mallory
Sonya Mangan
Kerry Manion
Tina Mannarino
Marsha Maresca
Ann Marie Marreiros
Nancy Martucci
Barbara Massey
Alisa Masterson & Donald Filer 
Linda Mathews
Cheryl Ann Maturo
Jamie & Tom McCauley — SC
Susan McColl
Sue McCullough
Jane McDonough
Carol McFarland
Diane McGuire
Tim McGuire
Lyn McHugh
Elizabeth McLaughlin
Ronald S. McMullen
David McNiff
Shelby McPherson
Kimberly Mendez

Patsy Metcalf
Edward Meyer — SC
Brad Michaels
Tanya & Marc Michaelson
Kara Mikulich
Carolyn Milazzo & Stephen Murphy 
Susan & David Millan
Andrea Miller
Michael Miller
Sandy Milles
Jaime Minchala
Lara Miner
Richard Minton
Peg Miranda
Nancy Mol
Martha Monica
Laurie Montano
Dorothy Moore
Ty Moore
Maria & Jay Morris
Sally & Francis Morrison — SC
Tammy Moscrip
Pamela Motes
Debra Moura
Dee Mumford
Murphy & Company Employees
Dawn Murphy
Roberta Murphy
Mary Patricia Nardino
Lisa Nasser
Lenamarie Natale
Maureen Neilly
Marie Neville
Cynthia & William Niedbala
Paula Nizzardo
Mary Ellen & Edmund Nocera
Laura Noe
Raymond & Patricia Noeker
Janice Nordstrom
Nancy Noyes
Christine Nuzzo
Theresa O’Connor
Carol Odell
Stephanie O’Dell
Lynette Omdahl
Patricia Oneil
Mary O’Neill
Steven Ongley
Sergio Orozco
Danny Ortiz
Diego Ortiz
Genaro Ortiz
Vincio Ortiz
Vitaline O’Toole
Janelle Pacini
Shelly Padro
Stacey Padro
Lubna Pal
Michael Palomba
Jean Pantalone
Elizabeth Pasieka
Christine Patterson
Sarah Pattrell
Patricia Paul
Copper Pawn
Donna Peccoraro
Emily S. Peel
Lynn Percopo
Linda Perfetto
Susan Perl
Christine Perrelli
Nicole Perrelli
Dawn Perrotti

Michelle Perrotti
Patricia Perrotti
Patricia Perry
William Peterson
Thomas Petrasko
John Philbin
Carrie Philbrick
Blase Picone
Steve Pierpont
Anne Bingham Pierson
Margaret & Edward Pikaart
Dr. & Mrs. Plucker
Patricia & Francois Poisson
Jessica Poling
Heather Pomroy
Daniel Pond
Karen Powell
Jeffrey Prebluda
Janie Pressley
Milla Pria
Deborah Prince
Kelly Quatrella
Yvonne Rafferty
Nancy Ramseyer
Jason Raposo
Elana Ratner
Maura Recko
Katherine Reichart
Dorleen & James Reidy
Lee & Kevin Reynolds
Belle Ribicoff
Carol Ridolfi
Gina Ritchie
Rizzuto Family
Lynn Roach
Donna Roberts
Allissa Robinson
Eleanor Robinson
Carman Rodriguez
Ellen & Steven Rogin
Lynda Romita
Gilda Roncari
Robin Roncari
Cheryl Rondeau
Debra Rostowsky
Krista Rotella
Stephanie Roth
Mary Ellen Rourke
Marian Roy
Deb Rubenstein
Ethan Ruber
Katheleen Ruby
Daniel Ruddy
Laurie Ruderfer & Matthew Ellman
Jane Rudner
Jeanne Russ
Julie Ryder
Joel Sable & Kyle Annulli
Ruth Sachs
Suzanne & David Sack
Kelly Saiz
Jane & Joe Sammarco
Michelle Sammarco
Nancy Samuelson
Gerardo Sanchez
Lynn Sasso
Phyllis Satin
Maureen Scalia
Carol Scaramella
William Schaeneman
Cheryl Schechter
Dorothy Schmitt
Jodi & Marc Schneider — SC

Jonathan Schneider
Sheila Scholz
Carol & Sandy Schreiber
Rochelle Schreibman 
Cis Serling
Laurel Shader & Jon Zonderman
Marjorie & Joseph Shapiro — SC
Meng-Ju Sher
Laurie Sherren
Leslie & Robert Sherwin
Bonnie Sherwood
Trina Shiling
Doreen Shirley
Jean & Donald Showalter
Elizabeth Shumard
Barbara Sicherman — SC
Jeanine Sico
Rise Siegel
Lisa Silberstein & Michael Barrios
Carole Sisko
Laura & Gary Sklaver
Arietta Slade
Holly Smith
Sue & Tom Smith
Diane Smith-Utegg
Stephen Somma
Barbara Speers
Lynn Springer
Debra Squire
Kathleen Stagg
Sherry Stekloff
Walter Stelmack
Carolyn Stephan
Ana Marie Stern — SC
Hope Stevens
David Stevenson
Robert Stiller
Pamela & R. Stanford Stoddard
Elsa Stone & Steven Wolfson
Michael Storm
Linda Story
Sarah Strain
Celeste Suggs & Joel Zackin — GC, SC
Lucinda & Craig Sullivan
Melissa Sullivan
Sarah Sullivan
Fern Sundermeyer
Susan Bailey and Sidney Buford Scott 

Endowment Trust
Verna Swann
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas F. Sweeney
Linda & Kevin Sylvester
Jeffrey Szumigale
Nancy & Don Tamis
Cynthia Tanon-Santos
Connie Tapper
Christine & Ian Taylor
Patrick Tennant
Evelyn Tomasello
Mary Toni
John Torello
John Tormey
Emily Traverse
Frank Travizano
Despina Tweedt
Theodre Vanitallie
Amy & Ronald Vender
Joan Venditto
Ms. Verzella
Judith Vinci
Eugenia Vining & Robert Malison
Molly & Kevin Visnic — SC
Barbara Vita

Amy & Phil Vita
Jennifer Walker
Laury & Ed Walker
Alexine Wallace — SC
Nancy Elizabeth Wallace &  

Peter Banks — SC
Sheila Walston
Meghan Waskowitz
Suzanne & Timothy Waters — SC
Mary Lee Weber
Lynnann Weed
Paul Wehner — SC
Tina Weiner
Jan Weston
Rebecca Wettemann
Caroline Wharton — GC
Marilyn White
Patricia Whitestone
Sharon Wilcox
Sarah Willen
Bill Williams — SC
Sarah Williams
Gary Wilson — SC
Mary Lou & Edward Winnick
Joane & Paul Wislocki
Joanne Wojtusiak
Heather Wood
Linda Young
Jeff Zeitlin
Mark Zelinsky
Myra & Joseph Zelson — SC
Susan Zirlen
Jeannette Zonino
Joanna & Jeffrey Zygmont

FAMILY FOUNDATIONS, 
FOUNDATIONS & HOSPITAL 
SUPPORT

NOBEL PATRON ($25,000 AND UP)
The Community Foundation for Greater 

New Haven — GC, SC
Hartford Hospital Auxiliary — GC,SC
The Pitney Bowes Foundation, Inc. — 

GC, SC
Seedlings Foundation — GC, SC
United Way of Coastal Fairfield  

County — GC, SC
Walmart Foundation
Yale New Haven Hospital — GC, SC

PULITZER PATRON ($10,000–$24,999)
Alcoa Foundation — CC
Daniel & Sharon Milikowsky Family 

Foundation — GC, SC
The Elkes Foundation
Katharine Matthies Foundation — GC
Middlesex Hospital — CC
Seymour Lustman Memorial Fund — GC, SC

CALDECOTT PATRON ($3,000–$9,999)
Ensworth Charitable Foundation Bank 

of America, Trustee — GC, SC
Frank Loomis Palmer Fund — GC, SC
Griffin Hospital — CC
International Paper Foundation
Jeffrey P. Ossen Family Foundation — SC
Jerome and Roslyn Meyer Family 

Foundation — GC, SC
Lyman B. Brainerd Jr. Family  

Foundation — GC, SC
McInerney Family Foundation — GC
Near & Far Aid — GC, SC
NewAlliance Foundation — GC, SC
SBM Charitable Foundation, Inc. — GC, SC

W E  T H A N K  O U R  D O N O R S  ( J U L Y  1 ,  2 0 1 6 – J U N E  3 0 ,  2 0 1 7 )
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FAMILY FOUNDATIONS, 
FOUNDATIONS & HOSPITAL 
SUPPORT

NEWBERY PATRON ($1,000–$2,999)
Bodenwein Public Benevolent Founda

tion Bank of America, Trustee— SC
Branford Rotary Foundation
Dime Bank Foundation
The Ernest & Joan Trefz Foundation — SC
Foulds Family Foundation — GC, SC
Helping Hands
Henry E. Niles Foundation
Herman Goldman Foundation
Lucien B. & Katherine E. Price 

Foundation — SC
Putnam Bank Foundation
Saint Francis Hospital & Medical Center 
The Shack Sackler Foundation — GC, SC
Simmons Family Foundation Inc. — GC, SC

NUTMEG PATRON ($500–$999)
Ayer Family Foundation — SC
The Hagani Foundation, Inc. — GC, SC
Helen I Graham Charitable  

Foundation — GC, SC
Joe & Cindy Goldberg Family Foundation 

— GC, SC
Schneider Foundation — SC

PAGE TURNER ($250 - $499)
Joel E. Smilow Charitable Trust

FRIEND (UNDER $250)
Amazon Smile Foundation
Essex Meadows Inc.
Marcum Foundation

BUSINESSES, CORPORATIONS, 
ORGANIZATIONS & SCHOOLS

PULITZER PATRON ($10,000–$24,999)
Citizens Bank — CC, SC

CALDECOTT PATRON ($3,000–$9,999)
Accel International Holdings — GC, SC
R.J. Julia Booksellers
The Bowerbird
The Safety Zone — GC, SC
Updike, Kelly & Spellacy — CC, SC

NEWBERY PATRON ($1,000–$2,999)
Deborah Berke & Partners Architects LLP
Durham-Middlefield Exchange Club
Fairfield Rotary Club Foundation Inc.
Suzio York Hill

NUTMEG PATRON ($500–$999)
Brenner, Saltzman & Wallman LLP — CC
The Hartmann Group
Wallingford Public Library Friends  

and Co-workers

PAGE TURNER ($250–$499)
Greenberg Rhein & Margolis Inc.
Hopkins School Read to Grow Club 

The Literary Club of Middletown
Murphy & Company, CPA’s LLC — CC
Wallingford Public Schools — SC

FRIEND (UNDER $250)
Academy of Aerospace & Engineering
Action for Boston Community 

Development, Inc.
Adolescent & Family Counseling Center
Chicken Soup for the Soul Publishing
Consumers Interstate Corporation
E.C. Stevens School
East River Energy — CC
East School Faculty
Eileen Hall Lambda Master Chapter,  

Beta Sigma PHI
First Church of Christ Congregational, 

Old Saybrook
Friends Center for Children
Glastonbury Neighbors’ &  

Newcomers’ Club
Granite Bay Woodworks & Remodeling
Jang’s Olympic Tae Kwon Do, Cheshire
Jean Callan King Interior Design, LLC
Kappa Chapter of Alpha Delta Kappa
Lipper International, Inc. — CC, SC
National Council of Catholic Women
Rir P. Inc.
Shoreline Community Women, Inc.
SUNY Oneonta Student Association
Town Fair Tire

IN-KIND
Connected Systems
Timothy Cosgrove
Hy’s Limo
IKEA
Kyn Tolson

MATCHING PLEDGES
Aetna Foundation
Avangrid
Crum & Forster
Dun & Bradstreet
Medtronic
Microsoft
Pfizer Foundation Matching  

Gifts Program
Stop & Shop Supermarket Company
United Health Group

IN HONOR GIFTS
In honor of David Andrews

Wallingford Public Library  
Friends & Co-workers

In honor of Robin Baker
Mary Ellen Bushnell

In honor of Marian Barry
Laura & Edward Barry

In honor of Larry Bauman 
Betty Lou Blumberg

In honor of Richard Bircher
Kelly Tunsky

In honor of Eva Black
Deb Rubenstein

In honor of Mark & Wendy Bluemling
Rosalie Carr

In honor of Paula Braverman
Betty Lou Blumberg

In honor of Frederic Brown
Eden & Howard Diamond

In honor of Calvin Leete Elementary 
School Staff

Paula & William Grimm
In honor of Matthew & Jacob Charney

Robin & Robert Charney
In honor of Lori Church

Paula & Tom McInerney
In honor of Roxanne Coady

Renee & Bruce McIntyre
Roslyn Milstein Meyer and Jerome 
Meyer Foundation

In honor of Alexa Colwell
Anne Marie Stern

In honor of Joanne Cunard
Debra Rostowsky

In honor of The Enfield Children
Kathy Ferrante, Susan Gray, Denise 
Thompson and Ann LoVoi

In honor of The FitzGerald Siblings
Sheila & John Haverkampf

In honor of Sharyn Frankel
Adrienne & Barry & Gray

In honor of Maura Fruin
East School Faculty

In honor of Courtney, Alan &  
Reid Goodale

Eden & Howard Diamond
In honor of Beverly Hanscom

Abigail Wells
In honor of Jerry & Pat Hardison

Rebecca Armstrong
In honor of Callum Hayden

Evelyn Moss
In honor of Rita Hennessey

Sharon Mackinnel
In honor of Samantha Hoffman

Sib Spooner
In honor of Irv Kern

Eden & Howard Diamond
In honor of Kathy Koboski

Lorraine Stub
In honor of Lauren Ariker Korman

Dr. Walter & Diane Ariker
In honor of Don Levine

Karen Cohen
In honor of Dan Morgan

Deb Rubenstein
In honor of Patricia Perry

Ann Hruby
In honor of Ina Pitt

Adrienne & Barry Gray

In honor of Karen Pritzker
Roslyn Milstein Meyer and Jerome 
Meyer Foundation

In honor of Barbara & Robert 
Sequenzia

Elizabeth Hibino
In honor of Miriam Shartman

Adrienne & Barry Gray
In honor of Jenny Shieh

Marie Landry & Peter Aronson
In honor of Marilyn Silverman

Adrienne & Barry Gray
In honor of Ellen Sussman

Adrienne & Barry Gray
In honor of Joni Thomas

Carolyn Casey
Joanne Vercillo

In honor of Kyn Tolson
Kathleen Maher

In honor of Mr. and Mrs. John P. Vallely
Kelly Tunsky

In honor of Mr. and Mrs. Tony 
Vaspasiano

Eden & Howard Diamond
In honor of Nancy Elizabeth Wallace

Mr. and Mrs. Cornelia Crowley
In honor of Mr. and Mrs. Brett Weiner

Eden & Howard & Eden Diamond
In honor of The Wilcoxson School 

Teachers
Heather & Jeffrey Youngquist

IN MEMORY GIFTS
In memory of Diana Balmori

Eleonora Andreeva
Judge & Mrs. Calabresi
Julia DeCola
Carl & Nancy Gewirz Fund
William Goetzmann 
Elizabeth Hausauer
Henry Masuoka 
Carolann Morrissey
Laurence Ng
Donna Thompson
A. Defne Veral
Henry Wrotniak

In memory of Anna Bombaci
Linda & Jay Linda Polke

In memory of Carole Bright
Tonja Russo

In memory of Carol K. Dworken
Carol & Myron Dworken

In memory of Sidney & Rose Geringer
Barbara Gibson

In memory of Adam Gibson
Marcia Geringer

In memory of Ken Gutner
Jack & Helen Davis

In memory of Emily Hamilton
Linda Labbadia

In memory of Myrna Kagan
Marcia & Richard Witten

In memory of Teresa Lopez-Lebron
Academy of Aerospace & Engineering 
David Anderson
Josefina Bayona 
Barbara Daly-Byrnes 
First Church Early Learning Center
Sheila Lamenzo 
Open Choice Ladies 
Resc Team Field Staff
Martha Stepnowski 
Mr. & Mrs. William Westervelt 
Teresa Wilson

In memory of William Lurie
Adrienne & Barry Gray

In memory of Virginia E. Mariotti
Cathy & John Seibyl

In memory of Sylvia Moore
Karen Cohen

In memory of Viola Ohlbaum
Terri & Bruce Alpert
Carly & Scott Casper
Deborah & William Friedman
Ellie Quagliaroli

In memory of Carmen Pace
Connie Catrone

In memory of Leonore Santucci
Norman Aldrich
Theresa Broadbin
Robert Campbell
Diana Roche
Jane Ryder

In memory of Guy and Sarah Sapiro
Janet & Richard Daigle

In memory of Rita Sawyer
Jane & John Labbe

In memory of Marilyn Selig
Eden & Howard Diamond

In memory of Richard Shelling
Judith Hahn

In memory of Irene Teller
Norma Barash
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Greenberg

In memory of Nick Tragakes
Jean Hunnicutt

In memory of Susan Gruskay Warford
Donna Lechner Gruskay &  
Jeff Gruskay

In memory of Bruce Wetjen
Amy Barry

In memory of Donald Zinn
Nancy Samuelson

If we have inadvertently omitted a 
name, printed a name incorrectly, or 
categorized any donor incorrectly, 
please accept our apologies. Please 
call us at 203.488.6800 so that we 
can correct our records.

W E  T H A N K  O U R  D O N O R S  ( J U L Y  1 ,  2 0 1 6 – J U N E  3 0 ,  2 0 1 7 )

BOOK DRIVE DONATIONS
500 BOOKS OR MORE
Ansonia High School
Avon Neighbor Helping Neighbor 

Project
Calvin Leete Elementary School 
The Country School
Tracy Daly
Chelsea Fitzgerald

Girl Scouts of Connecticut
Noah Gordon
Haddam-Killingworth Middle School
Hartford Hospital Auxiliary
Highland Elementary School
Samantha Hofmann
IMPACTrumbull
The Independent Day School
Island Avenue Elementary School

Jane Ryan Elementary School
Junior League of Eastern  

Fairfield County
Claire Keanna
Kiwanis Club of Fairfield
Long Meadow Elementary School
Dani Lustberg
Madison Middle School
Manchester Memorial Hospital

McGee Middle School
Memorial Elementary School
National Organization of  

Professional Organizers
Northeast Medical Group
Notre Dame Church
Notre Dame High School
Alison Partridge
The Preschool of West Hartford

Roton Community Foundation
Saint Vincent’s Medical Center
Sikorsky Aircraft
Abigail Sprinsky
St. George’s Church
Tashua Elementary School
Trumbull High School
West Elementary School— 

New Canaan
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Read to Grow’s two programs—Books for 
Babies and Books for Kids—continued their strong 
advancements in the 2016–17 fiscal year. Support from 
book donors, including individuals, foundations, and 
publishers such as Simon & Schuster, was essential to 
our robust activities and services.

A new van for Read to Grow has made our 
programs run even more smoothly. We purchased 
the Ram ProMaster, thanks entirely to a grant from 
Walmart. The van is used daily for book deliveries for 
our programs across the state and for book pickups 
from donors.

Other notable grant awards came from United 
Way of Coastal Fairfield County, Pitney Bowes, The 
Community Foundation of Greater New Haven, and 
Seedlings Foundation.

Two book author events, featuring Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar in New Haven and Carly Simon in Madison, 
were among the year’s highlights. 

We were grateful for many sponsorships for the 
New Haven event, which included those from Citizens 
Bank; McInerney Family Foundation; The Community 
Foundation for Greater New Haven; Accel; The 
Safety Zone; The Hartmann Group; Hy’s Limousine; 
Seedlings Foundation; Suzio-York Hill; Updike, Kelly 
& Spellacy; and Yale New Haven Health. Sponsors 
donated blocks of their tickets so that high school 
students could attend the event at College Street 
Music Hall and could also receive free copies of Abdul-
Jabbar’s book Coach Wooden and Me.

Carly Simon drew people from far and wide. The 
audience for the lively Sunday afternoon event in No­
vember included travelers from Wisconsin and Florida.

The strength of our programs is reflected by these 
high watermarks reached in the 2016–17 fiscal year:
•	Books for Babies added two hospital partnerships, 

making a total of 14 hospitals with our special 
services on their maternity units. Backus Hospital 
in Norwich and Charlotte Hungerford in Torrington 
are the latest partners.

•	Books for Babies formally signed on the first 
six partners with its new Prenatal Project. This 
important initiative offers new baby books and 
workshops to pregnant women receiving care at 
community health centers and primary care clinics.

•	Books for Kids was operating 32 Book Places across 
the state by the end of the fiscal year, up by five from 
the year before. It also had 12 Partnerships. All 44 of 
these formal collaborations are with other nonprofits.

For both of our programs, Simon & Schuster gave 
53,341 new children’s books. We also received 6,818 new 
books in the Jumping Cow series through a grant from 
The Elkes Foundation.

Read to Grow received an unqualified, or clean, 
audit opinion for the 2016–17 fiscal year from our 
external auditors, Murphy & Company, LLC.

P U B L I C  S U P P O R T  A N D  R E V E N U E S

Foundations and Corporate Grants $ 684,851

Donated Books and Services 404,708

Contributions 168,663

Special Events 85,901

Hospital Program Service Fees 63,750

Other Income 18,069

Total Public Support and Revenues $ 1,425,942

F U N C T I O N A L  E X P E N S E S

Programs $ 717,666

Development and Fundraising 86,160

Management and General 59,515

Special Events 19,780

Total Expenses 883,121

Increase in Net Assets $ 542,821

Foundations and Corporate Grants

Donated Books and Services

Contributions

Special Events

Hospital Program Service Fees

Other Income

48%

28%

12%

5%
1%

6%

Programs

Development and Fundraising

Management and General

Special Events

10%

7%

2%

81%

Direct program expenses accounted for 81% of total expenses.
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Recent Grants That Power Us Forward
SHORELINE ROTARIES
A $15,000 grant 
this winter from six 
shoreline Rotary Clubs 
enabled Read to Grow 
to buy more than 8,550 
new children’s books. 

The Rotary Clubs of District 7980, Area 
8 are from the towns of Branford, Clinton, 
East Haven, Guilford, Madison, and North 
Branford.

After shipment of the new books to Read 
to Grow, volunteers from the six clubs came 
to our Branford warehouse to put identifying 
labels on the books. Many of the books 
are bilingual Spanish-English for children 
ranging from newborn to 8 years old.

A CARING AUXILIARY
The Hartford Hospital Auxiliary has been 
a major supporter of our Books for Babies 
program for many years. In 2017, their 
$30,000 grant paid for one-third of the 
literacy packets given to the families of over 
3,600 babies born at Hartford Hospital.

The Auxiliary was founded in 1921 and 
has been helping the hospital for nearly 
100 years. Its goal is to make a difference in 
the community by supporting the values of 
caring, safety, excellence, and integrity at 
the hospital.

CITIZENS BANK
A $10,000 grant from Citizens Bank is 
funding workshops and children’s books 
given by Read to Grow through Connecticut 
Food Bank’s special program for families 
with children enrolled in Head Start and 

other services for young children.
The food bank’s Grow Truck 

serves families in New Haven and 
Bridgeport, among other cities and 
towns.

In addition to the grant, Citizens 
Bank volunteers presented several 
workshops of their own in both New 
Haven and Bridgeport, focusing on 
financial literacy.

PITNEY BOWES FOUNDATION
The Pitney Bowes Foundation has 
awarded Read to Grow a grant for 
early childhood literacy work in 
Bridgeport in 2018. 

Foundation funding translates 
into literacy packets for families of 
babies born at Bridgeport Hospital 
and St. Vincent’s Medical Center, also 
in Bridgeport. Additionally, the award will 
provide children’s books for the city’s Book 
Places, which are sites at nonprofits where 
we deliver free books for families to keep. 

Pitney Bowes and the Pitney Bowes 
Foundation support literacy and education to 
ensure that all children have the opportunity 
to succeed in school and are prepared to 
succeed in their career and life endeavors. 
Their employees worldwide are committed 
to their communities and demonstrate their 
engagement through philanthropy and 
volunteerism.

UNITED WAY OF COASTAL  
FAIRFIELD COUNTY
With a $20,000 grant from United Way of 
Coastal Fairfield County (UWCFC), Read to 

Grow will deliver more than 5,000 new and 
gently used books to students in the Schools 
of Hope program to prevent “summer slide” 
when the academic year ends.

The grant also funds our work with the 
Child & Family Guidance Center in Bridge­
port. That work includes our partnership 
with their Nurturing Family Network 
services and a Book Place at their center.

Additionally, the UWCFC funding enables 
Read to Grow to include information about 
the new Bridgeport Basics campaign in our 
literacy packets at the two Bridgeport 
hospitals.

The Bridgeport Basics are five simple but 
powerful practices that parents and other 
care-givers can follow to help prepare their 
children for pre-school and kindergarten.

A Champion of Read to Grow Honored for Her Work at Saint Francis in Hartford
She’s a woman who makes the magic 
happen—not only for the patients, staff and 
volunteers at Saint Francis Hospital and 
Medical Center but also for hospital friends 
like Read to Grow.

As longtime Director of Volunteer Services 
at the hospital in Hartford, Tobye Karl has 
championed our Books for Babies program, 
along with other causes and projects with 
healthy effects reaching well beyond the 
hospital campus.

For her talent, dedication and achievements, 
Tobye was honored in December as one of the 
annual Greater Hartford Health Care Heroes. 
Nominated by Read to Grow for the prestigious 
honor, Tobye was the top selection in the 
Healthcare Staff category and was recognized 
along with others in a ceremony hosted by 
Hartford Business Journal in Hartford.

“Tobye Karl is 110 percent heart, mind and 
soul involved in her work,” said Kyn Tolson, 

Read to Grow’s executive director. “We’re so 
grateful for Tobye. She’s been key to the great 
involvement of Books for Babies volunteers 
at Saint Francis.”

Tobye facilitated introducing Books 
for Babies at the hospital in 2003, where 
about 2,750 babies are born every year. More 
recently, with her involvement in a Saint 
Francis Women’s Auxiliary children’s book 
drive, almost 10,000 books were collected. 
Some of that stockpile supplied the Books for 
Babies volunteers with books they like to hand 
out to siblings of newborns in the hospital. 

“We’re making a major impact in turning 
around the literacy rate in the state of 
Connecticut,” said Tobye.

In her work, she oversees nearly 800 
volunteers who help in 89 job responsibilities 
throughout Saint Francis.

Tobye Karl (right) and Diane Visconti, our Books for 
Babies Associate, at the 2017 ceremony for Greater 
Hartford Health Care Heroes. Mrs. Karl was one of 
the awardees.

Pictured at the Grow Truck, left to right, are: Kimberly Bartlett-
Manisene, Citizens’ Assistant Vice President/Regional Public Affairs 
Manager, Connecticut; Evelyn Tomasello, Co-Coordinator of Books 
for Kids; Huwerl Thompson, manager of the Grow Truck; and Ivette 
Haughton, Assistant Branch Manager for Citizens.



Visit us at
www.readtogrow.org
: ReadtoGrowCT    : @ReadtoGrowCT  
: readtogrow

Tax Benefits of Charitable IRA Rollover
A great way to support Read to Grow and receive tax planning benefits is to make a 
gift directly from your IRA to Read to Grow. 

Charitable rollovers count as part of your required minimum distribution, but 
aren’t taxable income to you. This could be a big benefit, particularly if you don’t 
itemize deductions on your individual tax returns. Even if you do itemize, a rollover 
can save you more on taxes than by taking the IRA distribution in income and then 
donating it. How it works:

•	You must be 70½;
•	You can give from between $100 to $100,000 in any year;
•	If you are married and have a joint IRA, your spouse can also make a gift of up 

to $100,000 from your IRA for a total of $200,000;
•	Gifts can be made directly from your IRA to Read to Grow or any public charity;
•	Gifts by check must be made out directly to Read to Grow.
To find out more, contact your financial institution and ask about charitable 

rollover procedures.

BABY STEPS TO LITERACY  
AT L+M HOSPITAL

(continued from page 1)
(connecting brain) synapses, and that’s really important,” 
she said. “Kids who are read to, they hear more, they 
learn more, and they are better educated when they 
walk into school. Television doesn’t do the same thing.”

Hope recalled explaining to one father that it’s not 
about what you read, but the fact that you do it with 
interest, love and sincerity. 

“He said to me, ‘I’m reading Moby Dick now, and I 
don’t think the baby will understand it.’ And I said, ‘The 
baby won’t understand Jane and Sally, but what the baby 
will understand is that you’re holding him and hugging 
him or putting him on your lap, and reading, and he’s 
getting the rhythm of language and vocabulary.’”

If a parent has trouble reading books in English, 
Hope and the other volunteers encourage reading in 
any language. 

“Read to them in Spanish or Hindu,” she said. “The 
important thing is to hold the baby and read. And, it 
doesn’t have to be mom and dad who read. It could be 
an older brother or sister. Or grandma!”

Hope, a former teacher, finds her volunteer work 
rewarding. “I’ve been asked by parents, ‘How long do 
I have to keep reading? How many months?’ And I say, 
‘I hope you read to your child until your child says—
Mom, I can read by myself now.’”

53 School Ground Road
Unit 3
Branford CT 06405
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Four Ways Donations Will Make a Difference
•	�$500 = workshop (with new books for babies and handouts) for pregnant 

women receiving their care at community health centers.

•	�$250 = 100 new bilingual books (Spanish-English; Arabic-English) for infants 
and children.

•	�$90 = Free follow-up for 10 families when their babies turn 3 months and 
1 year old.

•	�$50 = 50 books for 2 childcare providers.


